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Saints legend’s 
exclusive column 


See page 9 




OF THREE LIONS 



/ 


ALEX Oxlade-Chamberlain 
could join a select band of ex- 
Saints if he makes his senior 
England international debut 
tonight. 

The Arsenal winger, left, is 
in line to make his full debut 


in Roy Hodgson’s first game in 
charge, a friendly against 
Norway. 

If he does play, he will become 
only the tenth post-war England 
senior international to have come 
through the Saints youth system. 

■ For full story see page 8 



MATT LE TISSIER 


NON-LEAGUE 



FIVE pages of non¬ 
league news 

See pages 15-19 

CRICKET 



Hampshire news 

See pages 32-33 



n » 


TRIAL5 FOR PLAYERS 16+ 
WEDNESDAY 6TH JUNE 2012 
CONTACT: 


FIC@EASTLEIGH FC.CO.UK 


EARLY BIRD SEASON 
TICKET OFFER 

Purchase before 31st July 
£99 Adults 

£69 Students & Senior Citizens 
£35 Under 16 s 
Under 7's go free 


Contact Shauna Taylor or Mark Jewell on 0258D B135B1 
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Mon in Tipp 
top shape 

T0TT0N & Eling will have a four-strong man¬ 
agement team next season following the 
return of Andy Tipp to the Little Testwood 
Farm ranks. 

Tipp, below, who played a key role in keep¬ 
ing the club afloat in the BAT Sports days, 
served as co-manager, secretary and latterly 
chairman before leaving the club for personal 
reasons midway through the 2010/11 season. 

His return will see him take on a football 
only role, working alongside team boss Kev 
Dawtry, assistant Chris Tona and 
player/coach Jo Tessem. 

“Andy’s had his time out and he’s coming 
back to help on the football side,” Dawtry 
explained. 

“He’ll be involved on matchdays and we’ve 
had a chat about where we need to strength¬ 
en the squad. 

“He’s going to talk to a few higher league 
clubs to see if there are any players they are 
looking to loan out and also see if there are 
_ any Wessex League players 
who may want to move on. 
“In the real world you 
might call Tippy a 
‘director of football’, 
but I don’t see how 
you can have one of 
' those in the Wessex 
League!” he chuckled. 
“But it will be good to 
have an extra pair of hands. 

“Last year there was only 
myself, Chris and Jo and it can be hard work 
when everyone’s got busy lives and jobs.” 

Dawtry & co have already had talks with 
two or three potential signings and the good 
thing is that they will just be enhancing the 
squad rather than rebuilding as they did last 
year. 

“Last summer was a bit like replacing deck 
chairs on the Titanic,” said Dawtry. 

“But this time the majority of the squad are 
committed to staying and we’re just looking 
to stengthen certain areas. 

“Last season only four teams scored more 
goals than us (80) and even if we get some¬ 
one in to improve us by ten or 15 goals, as 
we intend to do, we still need to look at the 
other end where we let in 77.” 

Top of T&E’s wanted list is a goalkeeper to 
replace Steve Mowthorpe, who did so well on 
loan from Saints last term. 

Although the 18-year-old has been released 
from St Mary’s, he is looking to play higher 
than the Sydenhams League. 

“Steve was a godsend for us last season 
and obviously we’d love to have him back, 
but I don’t really want him playing for Totton 
& Eling. He deserves to go higher and I think 
he’s got a chance,” said Dawtry. 

“He’s only 18 and he’s willing to listen and 
learn. We were certainly a better team with 
him behind our back four, although Tony 
Harrop, the lad we loaned from Gosport 
Borough, also made a difference.” 

Last season’s top scorer Craig Feeney has 
re-signed for the Millers - despite spending 
the tail end of the campaign with Southern 
One South & West play-off winners Gosport. 

Feeney, who banged in 23 goals in 36 
Wessex appearances for T&E, scored twice in 
the league for Gosport and played a part in 
their play-off triumph at Poole Town. 

’’Craig’s signed for us and, as far as I’m 
concerned, this is where he will be,” said 
Dawtry. 

“Craig loves this club - and that’s half the 
battle. 

“I said when he went to Gosport that he 
needs to fine-tune his game and that this is 
the best place to do it.” 

T&E’s first pre-season friendly is against 
Sporting Bishop’s Waltham at Wellow on 
Tuesday, July 10. 


COUNTDOWN TO THE PREMIER LEAGUE: THE LOWDOWN ON SAINTS’ TOP FUGHT 


GUNNERS RELIANT 


Saints are preparing to return to the top flight 
where they will rub shoulders with some of 
the biggest clubs in the world. 

There are numerous challenges awaiting 
them as established Premier League sides 
have their own hopes and ambitions and 
cash to make them happen. 

Here, ADAM LEITCH takes a look at Saints’ 
competition, where they have been over the 
last year and where they are headed. 



Arsenal 

2011/12 finish: 3rd 

Success or failure? Like all the b 
clubs in the Premier League, Arsenal 
start every season aiming to win the 
title. 

They didn’t get that but finishing third was a major 
achievement. 

Arsene Wenger came under more pressure than 
at any other point in his long spell in charge early in 
the campaign as the Gunners suffered some 
wretched form, which included the 8-2 humiliation at 
Manchester United. 

Having lost four of their opening seven games to 
slump to 17th, a resurgence to end up third, albeit a 
relative country mile behind the top two, was a 
respectable result. 

What they said: Arsene Wenger: “I maybe take 
the biggest ever (satisfaction) because at some 
stage of the season everybody would have said you 
were absolutely mad (to say you would finish third). 

“We still kept our focus and worked hard togeth¬ 
er. It is down to remarkable character and I am very 
proud of the achievement of the team.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? They 
have already agreed a deal to bring in German strik¬ 
er Lukas Podolski for a cool £10m. 

There is talk they may strengthen the goalkeeping 
department and the defence while Yossi Benayoun’s 
loan from Chelsea expires this summer. 

They have so far been linked with Swansea keep¬ 
er Michael Vorm, French midfielder Yann M’Vila, 
Brazilian Hernanes, Anderlecht midfielder Lucas 
Biglia and Christian Eriksson of Ajax. 

Anything else to note? Much focus is on whether 
they can keep hold of Robin Van Persie. 

The Dutchman’s 30 league goals were the primary 
reason Arsenal battled back to finish third. 

He has just one more year left to run on his con¬ 
tract so Arsenal may well want a definitive decision 
on his future while his value remains high rather than 
risk losing him for nothing in the future. 


Aston Villa 

2011/12 finish: 16th 

Success or failure? Very much seen 
as a failure, and that’s why Alex 
McLeish got the sack. 

When Villa appointed McLeish it was with the aim 
of taking Villa on to the next level, but it never 
worked out and it took until the final couple of 
games of the season for them to know they were 
safe from relegation. 

It was certainly not what American owner Randy 
Lerner was after, and McLeish paid the price. 

What they said: Alex McLeish: “My only regret in 
leaving is not being able to achieve more for the 
supporters and their high expectations. 

“When I accepted the role as manager of Aston 
Villa, I was acutely aware of the responsibility I had 
to find the best way to serve the great traditions of 
one of the finest clubs in professional football.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? It’s all 
on hold while they appoint a new manager. Expect 
things to quickly hot up once that is settled. 

Anything else to note? The biggest talk at Villa is 
over who the next manager will be. 

McLeish was never a popular choice because of 
his Birmingham connections and the new man will 
be expected to make the club a force to be reck- , 




oned with once more. 

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer has been interviewed, but 
decided to stay in Norway. 

Norwich’s Paul Lambert is now the new 
favourite. 


2011/12 finish: 6th 
Success or failure? In 

terms of the league it was a 
failure, but finishing the season by win¬ 
ning an FA Cup and Champions League 

double was a massive _ j ^ 

success. 

It was a strange 
season for Chelsea, 
so fractured 
split 


PERMANENT DEAL? 

Chelsea interim manager 



under Andre-Villas Boas, who 
appeared to be attempting to 
do the job asked of him by 
starting to revolutionise the 
ageing squad. 

Results inevitably didn’t 
follow and he was sacked 
with Robert Di Matteo taking 
over, unifying the squad 
by bringing the old guard 
back in and they won the 
European trophy Roman 
? Abramovich has always 
wanted. 

But that changing of the 
squad has therefore not 
really taken place. 

It’s all a bit odd and 
it is reflected in their 
relatively poor league 
placing but marvel- 


EMAIL THE SPORTS DESK AT echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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ON ROBIN JO STAY 



Anything else to note? The big managerial ques¬ 
tion is the major one to be answered. 

Di Matteo seemed quite unlikely to get the job if 
Chelsea had lost the Champions League final, but 
after winning it his hand is considerably strength¬ 
ened. 

Chelsea may well prefer a more experienced 
European manager but the Italian has staked an 
incredibly strong claim for the job and it will be hard 
not to give it to him. 


Everton 

2011/12 finish: 7th 

Success or failure? The same old 
story really - another slow start for 
Everton with another stirring finish. 

Quite why they struggle so much in the early 
months of the campaign and are so good at the end 
is a question that has no doubt been on David 


Moyes’ mind for quite some time. 

To finish seventh, though, could only be seen as 
another success under this durable and long serving 
manager. 

What they said about their season: David 
Moyes: “You can’t really celebrate finishing seventh. 
You celebrate if you are first or maybe if you get 
into the Champions League, or you celebrate if you 
get to seventh and it gets you into Europe. 

“But nevertheless, from where we were in 
October and November, and the people we have 
had to overtake to get to where we are and the 
points we were behind, it has been a brilliant 
achievement for the players.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? So far 
fairly quiet but Bayer Leverkusen keeper Fabian 
Geifer, Sporting Lisbon winger Bruno Pereirinha and 
Doncaster midfielder Giles Barnes have all been 
rumoured to be potential targets, along with Stoke 
centre half Robert Huth and Icelandic striker Bjorn 
Bergmann Sigurdarson. 


lous cup achievements. 

What they said about their season: Striker 
Daniel Sturridge: “We have done the double. Maybe 
we have not achieved what we wanted to in the 
Premier League but we have won the most trophies 
in England so we are the most successful team in 
England this year. 

“You can’t compare histories with Manchester 
United, Liverpool and Arsenal but we have had the 
most successful season because we have won the 
most trophies. 

“It’s weird, crazy and strange. Everyone wrote us 
off this season but to achieve what we’ve achieved 
is amazing.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? Despite 
not having a permanent manager in place yet, the 
rumour mill has been whirling. 

Lille’s Eden Hazard, Porto striker Hulk, Alvaro 
Pereira of Porto, Bayern Laverkusen striker Andre 
Schurrle and Lucas Moura are just a few of the 
names already linked. 


Anything else to note? The big talk at Goodison 
Park is whether the club will re-sign South African 
midfielder Steven Pienaar. 

He was such a hit at Everton before his move to 
Tottenham but, after finding chances limited at 
White Hart Lane, he returned to Merseyside on loan. 

His presence and form helped turn Everton’s sea¬ 
son around. 

The Toffees fans are desperate to see him back 
again for good. 


© 


Fulham 

2011/12 finish: 9th 

Success or failure? Overall it would 
be rated as a success, but still a 
slightly underwhelming one. 

Fulham probably would have taken ninth before 
the season started, particularly with a Europa 
League campaign which meant they played 55 
games. 

The finish was good but not outstanding - cer¬ 
tainly it wouldn’t be deemed a failure but probably 
only just about a success. 

What they said about their season: Defender 
Aaron Hughes: “It’s been another good season. 

“There was a little spell when we couldn’t quite 
find what we were looking to do but I think, espe¬ 
cially in the second half of the season, we were 
mostly consistent. 

“Getting over the 50-point mark was a fantastic 
achievement for us.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? Dutch 

pair Luciano Narsingh and Oussama Assaidi both 
'ook set to join from Heerenveen. 

They have also been linked with FC Twente 
winger Nacer Chaldi, Newcastle defender 
Danny Simpson and Ghanaian international 
Derek Boateng. 

Anything else to note? A lot of the focus at 
Craven Cottage is on who they keep as much 
as who they will sign. 

Striker Clint Dempsey is apparently attract¬ 
ing interest from some big clubs and could 
leave with his contract expiring next summer. 
Midfielder Moussa Dembele is also report¬ 
edly a potential target for a number of big 
bs, including Manchester United and 
Manchester City. 


Liverpool 

2011/12 finish: 8th 

Success or failure? Winning only 
six of their 19 home league games last 
season was a bit of a nightmare, and 
not even winning the Carling Cup and reaching the 
final of the FA Cup could make up for the disap¬ 
pointment and save Kenny Dalglish’s job. 

The Anfield legend was the fall guy for a cam¬ 
paign that the club have deemed a failure. 

It isn’t even so much a league finish of eighth, it 
was that in return for some substantial investment in 
the squad that was the major disappointment. 

What they said about their season: Kenny 
Dalglish after his sacking: “I am disappointed with 
results in the league, but I would not have swapped 
the Carling Cup win for anything as I know how 
much it meant to our fans and the club to be back 
winning trophies. 

“It has been an honour and a privilege to have 
had the chance to come back to Liverpool as man¬ 
ager.” 

Club statement announcing Dalglish’s sacking: 
“Results in the Premier League have been disap¬ 
pointing and to build on the progress that has been 
made, we need to make a change.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? Despite 
having no manager at the moment there have still 
been a few rumours. 

These have included Wigan defender Mohamed 
Diame, Serbian international Milos Krasic and 
Fulham’s American striker Clint Dempsey. 

Anything else to note? All Liverpool fans are 
waiting on news of their new manager. 

Every day seems to bring a new favourite to the 
fore but the club clearly need somebody to stay in 
charge for a period of time and build a team if they 
are to challenge their great Manchester rivals and 
have a chance of recapturing former glories. 


CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE ... 


Pressure off 
Roy’s boys 
- Shearer 



ALAN Shearer believes the 
lack of expectation surround¬ 
ing England’s Euro 2012 cam¬ 
paign might work in their 
favour. 

Former England and Saints 
striker Shearer, who netted 
30 times for his country, said: 
“It hasn’t been an ideal prepa¬ 
ration. That is clear for every¬ 
one to see. 

“We didn’t have a manager, 
which in turn meant we had¬ 
n’t got a captain. Thankfully 
they (the FA) have made the 
decision, Roy is there and he 
can look at everything he has 
to do. 

“On the other hand, no-one 
is expecting us to go and win 
it, which is totally different. 

“Every tournament we nor¬ 
mally go into, the talk is 
always about the players we 
have to win the 
tournament, 
and that we 
are going to 
win it. That 
might help 
us. 

“But 

England are in 
a really tough 
group. It seems 
as though France have turned 
a corner. They will be a lot 
better than they were in the 
last tournament, which 
wouldn’t be difficult. 

“With Sweden, historically, 
we rarely have decent results 
against them and Ukraine in 
their own back yard will be 
tough. We will do well to get 
out of the group and go on 
from there.” 

Shearer, pictured above, 
believes experienced perform¬ 
ers like Steven Gerrard and 
fellow midfielder Frank 
Lampard still have key roles 
to play after claiming the crop 
of young players have not 
progressed as hoped. 

He said: “When we started 
the season, we were all full 
of expectation about the 
number of young players 
who were coming through 
and the old guard were being 
phased out. 

“If you look at Manchester 
United in the Community 
Shield, there were Smalling, 
Jones, Welbeck and Cleverley. 
Smalling and Jones have had 
OK seasons, Cleverley has 
been out injured and Welbeck 
has had good times. 

“But they haven’t kicked 
on as much as everyone 
thought and felt was going 
to happen with this new gen¬ 
eration. 

“Lampard and Gerrard, in 
this tournament, still have a 
part to play with England. I 
don’t think there is any doubt 
about that.” 


TURN TO PAGE 9 TO READ THE TERRY PAINE COLUMN 
























THE 

4 PINK 

Saints Spotlight 



THE DAILY ECHO 


SATURDAY, MAY 26, 2012 


QUOTES 

OF THE WEEK 

“Drogba, for many years, has 
been one of the top strikers in the 
Premier League and is definitely 
dangerous - he can score at any 
moment. Sometimes he overdoes it 
a bit. Sometimes he’s an outstand¬ 
ing actor on the pitch,” - Bayern 
Munich coach Jupp Heynckes 
reflects on the good and the bad 
of the Chelsea striker’s game. 

“It was written, I think, a long time 
ago” - Drogba, pictured below, 
believes Chelsea’s Champions 
League final win over Bayern on 
penalties represented the fulfil¬ 
ment of their des¬ 
tiny. 

“It wasn’t a 
good penalty. I 
wanted to shoot 
the ball hard and 
high in the goal, 
but the ball didn’t 
go high enough. It 
was a terrible peric 
kick” - Chelsea old boy Arjen 
Robben is inconsolable after 
missing a penalty for Bayern in 
extra time. 

“I think we have seen here that 
football is unfair. We were the bet¬ 
ter team for 120 minutes” - Bayern 
captain Philipp Lahm is at a loss 
to explain his side’s defeat. 

“When you don’t spend or invest 
in the future, you can’t always get 
away with it. They have been play¬ 
ing cat and mouse with the club for 
some time now and the cat has 
caught up with the mouse” - for¬ 
mer Bolton favourite Jay-Jay 
Okocha laments the club’s failure 
to build on the all-star era in 
which he was a key figure, fol¬ 
lowing Wanderers’ relegation 
from the Premier League. 

“He has received the internal 
automatic defibrillator so yes, he 
could return. There is a young 
American player who had a car¬ 
diac arrest three years ago when 
he was aged 26 and resuscitated 
successfully and he has played 
more than 100 competitive match¬ 
es since” - FIFA medical chief 
Jiri Dvorak raises hopes Bolton 
midfielder Fabrice Muamba 
could emulate American Craig 
Hulse by returning to profes¬ 
sional football following his car¬ 
diac arrest. 




“If players cry wolf 
too many times, 
then there is a 
possibility that 
maybe we will not 
react in the way 
we need to do 
based on what 
we saw there” - 
referee Howard 
/ebb, pictured left, 
who immediately stopped 
play after Muamba’s collapse 
against Tottenham, warns that 
players feigning injury could leave 
officials reluctant to take such 
prompt action. 


COUNTDOWN TO THE PREMIER LEAGUE: EX-SAINTS BOSS FACES FIGHT TO KEEP STAR 


VUL TURES C l; 


FROM PREVIOUS PAGE... 


★ ★★ 



Manchester City 

2011/12 finish: 1st 

Success or failure? Very much the 
success they wanted. 

After so long without the league 
crown, and suffering in the shadow of 
their Manchester neighbours, City finally got their 
own back and won the Premier League title. 

It was the trophy they most wanted and they 
proved, with their lavish spending, that they would 
do whatever it takes to get it. 

To be lifting it at the end of the season was a 
huge success. 

What they said about their season: Roberto 
Mancini: “We are happy because we won this tro¬ 
phy after 44 years. Now it’s important that we start 
to win a second title. We need to recover and after 
next year we can talk about the future. 

“We need to improve. In two years we have 
improved a lot as a team. We need to improve when 
we play in the Champions League. This year we 
weren’t ready. 

“This is an incredible moment. We wanted this 
title and we deserve to win this title. This is for all 
our supporters, the club, the chairman and the 
owner. 

“This is the perfect finale for a crazy season. We 
dominated this season for 28 games but, when we 
beat a team like United twice in one season, we 
deserve this.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? There is 
probably not enough space in this week’s Sports 
Pink to list them all - and there are no doubt plenty 
more to come too. 

So far names include Lille’s much coveted Eden 
Hazard, AC Milan superstar striker Zlatan 
Ibrahimovich, Athletic Bilbao’s Fernando Llorente, 
Parma’s Sebastian Giovinco, Porto striker Hulk and 
Tottenham’s Emmanuel Adebayor. 

Anything else to note? Make no mistake, City 
intend their Premier League winning season to be 
the start of their success story rather than the end of 
it. There is more money for Mancini to spend this 
summer as he tries to defend the title. Not only that 
but City are also serious about becoming real con¬ 
tenders for the Champions League where they 
struggled last time out. 


Manchester United 

2011/12 finish: 2nd 

Success or failure? By most clubs 
standards it would be a success, by 
United’s it was a failure. 

To come second is never good enough for Sir 
Alex Ferguson, and would have been even harder to 
take after they had got themselves into a winning 
position and threw it away - and that was before the 
final day dramas. 

One thing you can be sure of is that United will 
redouble their efforts to come back stronger next 


2011/12 finish: 5th 

Success or failure? A massive suc- 



Runners-up in the league, especially to City, was 
not what they wanted, and their poor Champions 
League form also suggested there is work to be 
done at Old Trafford this summer. 

What they said about their season: Defender 
Patrice Evra: “I am not crazy. I won’t say that we've 
had a good season or we’ll be okay. 

“Every player has to be better next season than 
we were this year, even if we haven't been as poor 
as a lot of people say. 

“Fans will want to see a few new players and I 
trust totally in the boss. He will do the right thing.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? There 
are always lots of players linked with United and this 
summer is already no different. 

Lille striker Eden Hazard, who has been linked to 
most of the Premier League boys, could choose Old 
Trafford. 

Bourissia Dortmund’s Shinji Kagawa is another 
hotly-tipped to join the Red Devils. 

Anything else to note? There are set to be some 
big name departures from United this summer. 

Michael Owen has already left and there is every 
chance that out of contract Dimitar Berbatov will fol¬ 
low him out of the exit door. 


Newcastle 



cess. Nobody really expected that much of 
Newcastle, as indeed many of their fans didn’t 
expect much of Alan Pardew when he was appoint¬ 
ed manager. 

But against the odds he has created a fantastic 
team who finished a superb fifth place which gets 
them into the Europa League. 

What they said about their season: Alan 
Pardew: “There’s something to build on. We’ll 
strengthen and make ourselves stronger. 

“We have made great inroads to the bigger clubs. 
That is credit to the players. 

“We have got a European campaign on top, so it 
won’t be easy. But it has been a magnificent effort. 

“To finish above the likes of Everton, Liverpool 
and Chelsea, it is a fantastic achievement.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? Jacob 
Butterfield of Barnsley, Jay Rodriguez of Burnley 
and Jerson Cabral of Anderlecht are among those 
linked already. 

Alan Pardew says he is monitoring at least three 
players who are playing in Euro 2012. 


Norwich 

2011/12 finish: 12th 

Success or failure? Saints fans 
have watched with interest the for¬ 
tunes of Norwich - a team who have 
done well in their first season in the 
Premier League after back-to-back 
promotions. 

The Canaries have shown it is possible to make 
those quick strides through the divisions and then 
find your feet in the top flight, even if most accept 


NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL STARTS ON PAGE 15 
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MOUND MAGPIES 



READING 
RETURN: 
Wolves’ 
Kevin 
Doyle, left 
of picture. 


that the second season is probably going to be a lot 
tougher. 

Norwich started the season wanting to avoid rele¬ 
gation and anything else would be a bonus, so to 
have got to the point where they knew they were 
going to stay up with a decent chunk of the cam¬ 
paign remaining was a good achievement. 

What they said about their season: Paul 
Lambert: “You’re up against everything in this 
league, the finances, everything. 

“There are really strong clubs in the league, and 
we hadn’t played this type of football before, so it 
was a first for everybody. 

“That’s why it was a great achievement, because 
none of us have really played in the Premier League 
before. 

“All the great players and great teams are where 
they are because they want to keep winning. 

“They want to keep improving the players. If you 
accept that you’re in a comfort zone there’s only 
one way you’re going - and that’s back down.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? Though 


Paul Lambert is keen on strengthening every area of 
his squad it has so far been pretty quiet. 

Only Jay Rodriguez of Burnley has emerged as a 
strong potential link. 

Anything else to note? There have been a few 
murmurings of discontent at Norwich. 

Grant Holt put in a transfer request and after his 
first season in the top flight the big striker is a man 
they cannot afford to lose. 

Also, boss Paul Lambert has been linked with 
some of the vacancies that have come up else¬ 
where in the league. 

There is no real indication as to whether he would 
turn them down. 


QPR 

2011/12 finish: 17th 
Success or failure? QPR have not 
been afraid to splash the cash in 
recent years, which is partly how they 


made it up to the Premier League. 

There was also investment last summer to try and 
ensure they stayed there and it was mission accom¬ 
plished - just about. 

The London club were hoping to probably do a 
bit better than finishing fourth from bottom, but their 
primary objective was achieved. 

They will doubtless have more money to spend 
and now have Mark Hughes in charge. 

What they said about their season: Mark 
Hughes: “The club wasn’t ready for the Premier 
League but we are moving very quickly. 

“There is no way we will be in this situation again 
in my time here. 

“Every club will look at their current staff and 
what they need to build and get stronger. 

“And that won’t change no matter what club I’m 
at. We’re looking to make it stronger and that 
means a number of players will go as a result.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? QPR 
are casting the net far and wide to try and bring in 



the players Mark Hughes believes will ensure they 
are not fighting relegation again. 

Former Saints loanee Jacob Mellis of Chelsea has 
been linked, as has Grasshoppers full back Bruno 
Bertucci, and goalkeeper Shay Given. 

More exciting is the rumour that QPR are one of a 
number of Premier League clubs considering a 
move for former Juventus striker Alessandro Del 
Piero. 

Anything else to note? QPR have attempted to 
appease their fans by freezing season ticket prices. 

There was plenty of discontent with the former 
owners after some dramatic hikes following promo¬ 
tion to the top flight, which in turn resulted only in a 
relegation fight. 


Reading 

2011/12 finish: 1st, Championship 

Success or failure? A massive suc¬ 
cess. 

Reading were looking over their shoulders fearing 
a relegation battle after the first couple of months of 
the season, but then went on a remarkable run that 
took them right through the division to finish as 
champions. 

It is one of the most successful runs in recent 
English football history and has catapulted them, 
somewhat surprisingly, back into the big time. 

Even in their wildest dreams they probably would 
not have thought they would win the title - and mid¬ 
table probably would have been considered a rea¬ 
sonable result after the way they started the season. 

What they said: Brian McDermott: “It has been 
an incredible season. 

“When you think early on, we lost five on the spin, 
to have achieved what he have done is incredible. 

“Over 46 games the best team wins it, and we 
have done that so we’re the best team.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? They 
have already completed the signing of Nottingham 
Forest’s Garath McCleary and have a few more in 
the pipeline too, with former Royals striker Kevin 
Doyle, relegated with Wolves last season, linked 
with a return to the Madjeski Stadium. 

Anything else to note? Anton Zingarevich is buy¬ 
ing 51 per cent of the club from John Madejski and 
is prepared to spend. 

“There is big potential in this club,” he said. 

“The infrastructure is something that we can work 
on. But in five years, we can make a top ten club in 
England.” 


2011/12 finish: 14th 

Success or failure? A success. 

The aim of the game for Stoke is to 
first and foremost ensure they stay up and then see 
if they can’t progress a little further each season. 

This time round the forward steps were a Europa 
League campaign, where Stoke had some memo¬ 
rable nights before bowing out at in the last 32 to 
Valencia. 

In the league a finish of 14th is not mind-blowing- 
ly exceptional, but more than adequate as they 
rarely looked in danger of being caught up in a rele¬ 
gation battle. 

What they said about their season: Tony Pulis: 
“It’s difficult because you’ll always have a group of 
supporters who expect and expect and expect. 
Sometimes people have to recognise they are get¬ 
ting things they’ve not had before and respect it. 

“Just look at the clubs in the Championship who 
have had more time in the Premier League than us. 
We have to be very careful we don't fall into the 
same trap. I know 95 per cent of people out there 
really appreciate what we do. 

“Europe was a fantastic journey. Stoke City get¬ 
ting to the last 32 in a top European competition is 
just remarkable really.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? Heavily 
linked with an ambitious swoop for Michael Owen. 

The high profile former England hit man will be 
available for nothing after his Old Trafford contract 
expired and would be a real coup if Tony Pulis 
could land him. 

Anything else to note? Despite four seasons in 
the top flight there are still not swathes of cash 
washing round the Britannia Stadium and Pulis may 
have to sell before he can buy. That will make it 
harder than ever to progress again next season. 




CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 


OF THE WEEK 


“If Juventus was the fourth team of 
Italy perhaps I will change the 
rule!” - UEFA president Michel 
Platini jokes that his affinity to 
Juventus could cloud his judge¬ 
ment should they find them¬ 
selves in the situation faced by 
Tottenham, denied a Champions 
League place by Chelsea’s tri¬ 
umph in Munich. 



“I am delighted I am 
at Norwich if that is 
what you are ask¬ 
ing. I have never 
said a word that 
I want to get 
away. Not a 
thing and people 
jump to conclu¬ 
sions about what I 
say or don’t say” - 
Norwich manager Paul 
Lambert, pictured above, bris¬ 
tles at questions over his 
future. 


There are rules of conduct that 
should be adhered to, and such 
behaviour tarnishes the image of 
football in this country, particularly 
as this match was the pinnacle of 
the domestic season and watched 
by millions around the globe” - a 
Football Association regulatory 
commission offers a damning 
explanation for Joey Barton’s 12- 
match ban for the events arising 
from his dismissal against 
Manchester City. 

“You can’t defend those actions, 
this was a game going out all over 
the world. He is one of our mem¬ 
bers and he chooses what advice 
to take but it is a worry” - 
Professional Footballers 
Association chief executive 
Gordon Taylor reacts to Barton’s 
sanction. 


“I was surprised that the club 
did not appoint an independent 
person to hear the appeal and I 
am now considering the outcome 
in detail and will consult with the 
LMA’s legal team before deciding 
on any further action” - former 
Hull manager Nick Barmby, 
after owner Assem Allam rati¬ 
fied son Ehab’s decision to 
remove Barmby from his posi¬ 
tion. 



“It’s been the best two years of 
my career, for sure. 
I’ve played in 
World Cups and 
Champions 
League semi¬ 
finals with 
Leeds, but when 
I look back in 
years and years to 
come I will be able 
to say I won the league 
with Reading, and I’ve got a win¬ 
ners’ medal to show for it” - Ian 
Harte, pictured above, hails 
Reading’s npower Championship 
title as the highlight of his illustri¬ 
ous career. 
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SIBLING RIVALRY: Stuart 
Sinclair has been backed to 
become an even better player 
than his brother Robbie. 

Stu is 
coming to 
toe boil 

SALISBURY City manager 
Darrell Clarke is tipping mid¬ 
fielder Stuart Sinclair to 
become an even better player 
than his brother Robbie. 

Stuart, who joined the 
Wiltshire club from Arlesey 
Town in January, became one 
of City’s most consistent play¬ 
ers in the latter half of the 
Blue Square Bet South season. 

His style of play is not dis¬ 
similar to his brother Robbie 
who spent two years at the 
Raymond McEnhill Stadium 
following his release from 
Luton Town and went on to 
join League One outfit 
Stevenage Borough. 

Clarke, who is delighted 
Stuart has signed a new deal 
for next season, said: “Since I 
brought Stuart in from 
Arlesey, his performances 
have been excellent. 

“I’ve played with his brother 
and there are definitely a lot 
of similarities between the 
two. 

“But I think Stuart can actu¬ 
ally become the better player. 

“I look forward to working 
with him next season.” 

Sinclair himself added: “I’m 
really happy to have agreed 
my deal with Salisbury. 

“I’ve had a few offers from 
other teams, but it has never 
been my intention to leave the 
Whites. I’m looking forward 
to continuing to work with 
the gaffer.” 

City, meanwhile, have wast¬ 
ed no time announcing their 
pre-season friendly pro¬ 
gramme - topped by a visit 
from Premier League new 
boys Reading on July 28. 

Clarke’s men kick off with a 
trip to Winchester City on July 
11 (7.45pm), followed by Frome 
Town (away, July 17), Arlesey 
Town (away, July 21), Brackley 
Town (away, July 24), Reading 
(home, July 28), Poole Town 
(away, July 31), Swindon Town 
(home, August 3), Portsmouth 
(home, August 11). 


COUNTDOWN TO HIE PREMIER LEAGUE: SPURS BOSS PREDICTS EVEN TOUGHER FIGHT 



FROM PREVIOUS PAGE... 


Sunderland 

2011/12 finish: 13th 

Success or failure? In the end 13th 
has to thought of as a success, 
though Sunderland fans were hoping 
for a little better before the campaign 
began. 

After a torrid opening, Steve Bruce got the boot 
and Martin O’Neill was recruited. 

His main task for the season was to turn their 
poor form around and try and keep them in the 
league. 

It was something they managed to do surprisingly 
quickly and, since then, it may have seemed as if 
they were treading water a little. 

So not really a success, but not the total failure it 
looked at one point as if it may become. 

What they said about their season: Martin 
O’Neill: “Of course, as you rise up the table you look 
at larger horizons, but we really did start very 
strongly and got to safety far quicker than I would 
have expected. 

“Maybe that effort was so big that it has taken 
something out of us. That’s something I’ll have to 
bear in mind for next season. 

“I’m happy with how the season has worked out 
for us.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? Aston 
Villa winger Gabriel Agbonlahor has been linked, 
who O’Neill has previously worked with. 

Anything else to note? The future of a couple of 
loan stars is up in the air. 

Arsenal striker Nicklas Bendtner’s season long 
loan at the Stadium of Light has expired and his 
future is unclear. 

Asamoh Gyan has been controversially out on 
loan for the campaign and it is also unclear whether 
he will return to the North East or settle permanently 
is pastures new in the Middle East. 


Swansea 

2011/12 finish: 11th 

Success or failure? Overwhelming 
success. 

Few gave Swansea much of a 
chance of surviving after their promo¬ 
tion to the Premier League, so to have done so quite 
empathetically is a fantastic achievement. 

Not only that, but Swansea have won plenty of 
admirers along the way for their attacking brand of 
football. 

What they said about their season: Brendan 
Rodgers: “Pride is the one word that just keeps 
flashing into my head. 

“To watch the players perform to the level they 
have and with the consistency they have shown, 
and to finish 11th in our first season, is very pleas¬ 
ing. 

“You have got to be consistent to do that. 

“To have success you need to have confidence, 
confidence comes from consistency and consisten¬ 
cy comes from hard work day in, day out on the 
training ground. 

“My overriding emotion is joy, and that comes 
from the pride the players have taken in their work 
every single day and the way they have transferred 
that from the training ground into games. 

“Everyone knows the barriers we face — the train¬ 
ing ground, the facilities and all that. 

“But we have overcome all those obstacles.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? 
Blackpool winger Matt Phillips is reportedly a £3m 
target after the Seasiders lost in the play-off final. 

They would also like to secure a permanent deal 
for Gylfi Sigurdsson, but face competition after an 
impressive campaign on loan at the club. 

Anything else to note? Brendan Rodgers has 
been so successful that he is being linked with every 
job going. 

It seems as if he will stay loyal to Swansea this 
summer, but the speculation is never going to help. 




Tottenham 

2011/12 finish: 4th 
Success or failure? Bittersweet 
success. 

If you would have offered Tottenham 




fourth place at the start of the season they surely 
would have accepted it. 

But with Chelsea winning the Champions League 
it has meant Spurs have had to settle for Europa 
League football. 

For a while, they looked as if they would finish 
even higher, certainly ahead of arch rivals Arsenal 
who came back to pip them to third. 

What they said about their season: Harry 
Redknapp: “I look at the league and I’m not silly - 
you think Manchester United, Manchester City, 
Arsenal, Chelsea, Liverpool, who have spent a for¬ 
tune. 

“If we could have got in there we would have 
been delighted and that is how I am about it all, we 
have finished fourth and I couldn't be more pleased. 


EUROPEAN SETBACK: 

Harry Redknapp. 


“When we finished fourth (in 2010) Man City were 
just arriving. 

“It is going to be even more difficult next year. 

“Man United and Man City are not going to be out 
of the top four - that’s impossible. So you are look¬ 
ing for two places. Chelsea, I don’t think Mr 
Abramovich will stand for them finishing outside the 
top four again. 

“So suddenly there is Arsenal, us, Liverpool, 
Newcastle all scrapping and who knows a Russian 
could come along and buy someone like Wigan and 
then they will be pushing for the league. 

“That’s how it works, isn’t it?” 

Who have they been linked with so far? As you 
would expect, there are no shortage of rumours. 

Spurs are supposedly close to a deal to sign Jan 
Vertonghen from Ajax. 

Brazilian Leandro Damiao, Udinese’s Kwadwo 
Asamoah, Brighton defender Grant Hall and 
Alessandro Del Piero are among the others linked. 

Anything else to note? Reports suggest there is 
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FOUR HEADACHE 


PRE-SEASON 
FRIENDLIES 2012 


Saturday, July 7 

Sporting BW v Fareham 
Town (on 3G pitch at Wide 
Lane, Eastleigh, 3.00) 

Wednesday, July 11 

Winchester City v Salisbury 
City (7.45) 



like Hodgson, as that appears to be how they prefer 
to do things. 

They are not getting the headlines like other man¬ 
agerless sides such as Chelsea, Liverpool and 
Aston Villa and may wait to see what happens there 
before making their move. 

Birminghsam’s Chris Hughton is being widely 
tipped. 


West Ham 

2011/12 finish: 3rd, Championship 

Success or failure? It ended up 
being a success, though West Ham 
certainly made it nervy. 

With their squad and Sam Allardyce as manager 
they expected to get up automatically, so to take it 
to the play-offs was a failure of sorts. 

But when the most important outcome was 
achieved in the play-off final, an instant return to the 
top flight, there were not too many complaints. 

What they said: Sam Allardyce after their play-off 
final victory over Blackpool: “It’s been an outstand¬ 
ing, thrilling season. 

“You want to go up automatically but if you don’t 
and you win the final then it’s a memory for every¬ 
one for years and years to come. 

“The delight you get out of winning at a venue like 
this, the trophy, the medals, the celebrations, it’s an 
outstanding achievement.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? There 
have been no shortage of links at all with West Ham 
expected to be very active in the transfer market 

this summer. 

Among those reportedly interesting Allardyce 
so far are former Hammers midfielder Joe Cole, 
West Brom defender Jonas Olsson, Sunderland 
trio Kieran Richardson, George McCartney and 
Craig Gordon and Arsenal keepers Manuel 
Almunia and Lukasz Fabianski. 

Anything else to note? Despite all the 
good news, West Ham could have a 
problem in the goalkeeping department 
with long serving keeper Robert Green 
possibly off after talks over a new con¬ 
tract stalled. 

He is one man the club would be 
loathed to lose. 


Wigan 

2011/12 finish: 

15th 

Success or failure? Wigan’s 
primary aim is always to stay up 
and they achieved that objective. 

It felt like a massive success in the end because 
around Christmas time they looked doomed. 

However, a remarkable run of 20 points from a 
possible 27 saw them retain their top flight status 
against the odds - once again. 

What they said: Robert Martinez: “I always had 
the belief because I know the players and we did it 
last season. 

“We have a young group with real energy, the 
youth and bravery allowed us to finish really strong¬ 
ly, but more than anything it is the characters in the 
club. 

“We have 12 or 13 different nationalities in that 
dressing room but they have got a real responsibili¬ 
ty- 


Agbonlahor, right of main picture, and 
West Ham goalkeeper Robert Green, right. 


a fractious relationship between Tottenham chair¬ 
man Daniel Levy and manager Harry Redknapp. 

A run of one win from nine saw Spurs finish fourth 
and came amid all the speculation regarding 
Redknapp and the England job. 

In the end what had been a successful season up 
until that point ended with a slight sense of dissatis¬ 
faction for some. 


West Brom 

2011/12 finish: 10th 

Success or failure? A tenth-placed 
finish is a major achievement for West 
Brom, who have been up and down from the 
Premier League on a regular basis. 

The only problem is that it was so good that their 
manager, Roy Hodgson, has been tempted away by 
the lure of the England job. 

Even so, they are more than satisfied with a good 




season and a finish they would have been delighted 
with before the campaign began. 

What they said about their season: 

Assistant man¬ 


ager Keith Downing: “To 
finish in the top half is a fantas 
tic achievement for the club. 

“We’ve had some happy 
moments, some big scalps at 
home and we’ve gone to 
Newcastle and won. 

“We’ve become an 
established Premier League 
team and that’s no mean 
achievement with the 
resources we have - and 
that’s a lot down to Roy. 


“Roy has given the club a stability and structure 
on a daily basis, making players better as individu¬ 
als and as a team. 

“We have the foundation there now to move 
on next season. 

“He’s left a legacy and you saw the appreci¬ 
ation from the supporters. We’re all very hope¬ 
ful he can do the same for England.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? 
It’s been a bit quiet with a new manager yet 
to be appointed. 

Anything else to note? Just who will 
become the new West Brom boss is the 
question on most of their fans’ lips. 

There have apparently been a number of 
high profile applicants but the club may 
well go for somebody understated again, 

HAMMERS TARGET: 

Kieran Richardson. 


“They want to represent Wigan in the right man¬ 
ner. 

“To get the results we have of late and achieve 
something not many people predicted we would in 
December, we are a nightmare for pundits in world 
football.” 

Who have they been linked with so far? More 
focus has been on who will leave with star names 
like Hugo Rodallega, Mohamed Diame and Victor 
Moses likely to depart. 

In terms of incoming players there have been a 
few links from overseas such as Ghanaian 
Emmanuel Baffour and French defender Claude 
Dielna, as well as Norwich’s out of contract centre 
half Zak Whitbread who has also been linked with 
Saints as well. 

Anything else to note? All eyes are on Roberto 
Martinez and whether he will still be the manager 
next season. 

He turned down Aston Villa last summer but with 
another tough season ahead he may not do the 
same again if a bigger club comes calling. 


Thursday, July 12 

Moneyfields Res v Fareham 
Town Res (6.30) 

Saturday, July 14 

QK Southampton v Fareham 
Town (3.00) 

Tuesday, July 17 

Frome Town v Salisbury City 
(7.45) 

Saturday, July 21 

Arlesey Town v Salisbury City 
(3.00) 

Winchester City v SAINTS XI 
(3.00) 



Tuesday, July 24 

Brackley Town v Salisbury 
City (7.45) 

Pagham v Fareham Town 
(7.45) 

Friday, July 27 

Bemerton HH v Frome Town 

Saturday, July 28 

Caine Town v Fareham Town 
(3.00) 

Godaiming v Basingstoke 
Town (3.00) 

Salisbury City v Reading 
(3.00) 

Winchester City v AFC 
Bournemouth XI (3.00) 

Tuesday, July 21 

Poole Town v Salisbury City 
(7.45) 

Friday, August 3 

Poole Town v Basingstoke 
Town (7.45) 

Salisbury City v Swindon 
Town (7.45) 

Saturday, August 11 

Salisbury City v Portsmouth 
(3.00) 

• Email details of pre-sea- 
son friendlies to 
echosport@dailyecho.co.uk. 


RFC TOTTON YOUTH TOURNAMENT - SEE PAGES 28-29 
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ALEX Oxlade-Chamberlain 
could join a select band of ex- 
Saints if he makes his senior 
England international debut 
tonight. 

The Arsenal winger is in line to 
make his full debut in Roy 
Hodgson’s first game in charge, a 
friendly against Norway. 

If he does play, he will become 
only the 10th post-war England 
senior international to have come 
through the Saints youth system. 

Of the nine who have done it, 
seven made their England debuts 
while still at Saints. 

The exceptions were Martin 
Chivers and Theo Walcott. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
senior international careers of the 
men Oxlande-Chamberlain is aim¬ 
ing to emulate. 

TERRY PAINE 

Made his senior England debut 
in May 1963, in a 4-2 win against 
Czechoslovakia in Bratislava. 

Scored a hat-trick in an 8-2 Home 
Nationals Championship thrash¬ 
ing of Northern Ireland at 
Wembley the following 
November. 

Jimmy Greaves plundered four 
goals in that game. 

The previous month, Paine and 
Greaves had scored the goals as 
England defeated The Rest of the 
World 2-1 at Wembley. 

Paine was to go on and win 19 
caps, scoring seven goals. 

He played in one match in the 
1966 World Cup finals, against 
Mexico. In June 2009 he was 
awarded a winners’ medal by then 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown at 
10 Downing Street. Paine sold the 
medal last year. 

MARTIN CHIVERS 

Made his senior England debut 
in 1971 while at Spurs, having left 
Saints some three years earlier. 

The Southampton-born striker 
had a great introduction to 
the full international 
scene, netting five times 
in his first five appear¬ 
ances. 

Chivers scored against 
Greece in April 1971 in 
his second appearance, 
having made his debut 
the previous February. 

He scored twice in his 
third outing against 
Malta, and again netted 
twice in his fifth appearance 


ALEX SET TO JOIN AN ELITE 
GROUP OF FORFlER SAINTS 



Girls and Ladies 
Football Open Day 


■ • 


Winchester City Flyers FC a team 
dedicated to supporting girls and 
ladies football, is looking to expand 
opportunities for girls and ladies 
(Hampshire League Divisions 1 & 2), 
and are holding an open/trial day. 
So if you are interested live in the 
Winchester & Southampton area, 
then come long and have a go. 

Date: 30 May, from 6 to 7.30pm 
Location: Garrison Sports Ground, 
opposite the Bar End car park 
(Winchester) 

More information: 
www.winchestercityflyers.co.uk 


M I 
CHANNON 

Like Chivers, 

Channon scored on his 

second senior England appear¬ 
ance, a stunning 5-0 win against 
Scotland in February 1973. 

Channon, who had made his 
debut the previous October, 
went on to win 42 caps - scoring 
at a great rate of a goal every 
two games. 

He scored twice for his coun¬ 
try on four occasions - a 7-0 
rout of Austria in September 
1973, against Northern Ireland 
in a 4-0 win at Wembley shortly 
after helping Saints win the FA 
Cup in May 1976, against Italy 
in a 3-2 friendly win the same 
month, and against 
Luxembourg in a 5-0 Wembley 
World Cup qualifying win in 
March 1977. 

Channon was his last cap the 
following September in a 0-0 
draw with Switzerland at 
Wembley. 

STEVE WILLIAMS 


Won the first of his six senior 
caps in a 0-0 friendly draw in 
Australia in the summer of 1983. 

England scored 13 goals without 
reply in his last two outings - 
World Cup qualifying wins over 
Finland (5-0) and Turkey (8-0) in 
October and November 1984 
respectively. 

DANNY WALLACE 

Scored on his only senior 
England appearance in a 4-0 
friendly win against Egypt in 
January 1986. 

ALAN SHEARER 

Was still a Saints player when he 
scored on his senior England 
debut in a 2-0 win against France 
in February 1992. 

Ended his international career 
after Euro 2000, when he retired 
from the England scene, with 30 
goals in just 63 appearances. 

But his goal in England’s open¬ 
ing Euro 96 encounter against 
Switzerland was only his sixth in 
his first 24 England outings. 

That means his last 24 goals 
came in only 39 matches, includ¬ 
ing his only England triple in a 6-0 
win against Luxembourg in 
September 1999. 

MATT LE TISSIER 

Thousands of Saints fans will tell 


you it was virtually a criminal 
offence that Le Tissier only won 
eight senior England caps. 

The first came in March 1994, 
under Terry Venables, in a friend¬ 
ly against Denmark at Wembley. 

Le Tissier won his first five 
senior caps that year, with his 
sixth coming in the game in 
Dublin the following February 
which was abandoned due to 
crowd trouble by English fans. 

Cap number six was won under 
Glenn Hoddle in September 1996, 
in a World Cup qualifier in 
Moldova. 

And his last senior appearance 
was in February 1997 when 
England were beaten 1-0 at 
Wembley by Italy in another 
World Cup qualifier. 

Le Tissier scored a hat-trick for 
England B in April 1998 against 
Russia, but was still overlooked 
when Hoddle named his World 
Cup finals squad to go to France 
that summer. 

WAYNE BRIDGE 

Won the first 12 of his 36 caps 
while at Saints, his debut coming 
in a 1-1 friendly draw with 
Holland in February 2002. 

Went on to score one goal for his 
country, in a 6-1 win against 
Iceland in a pre-Euro 2004 friendly 


success. 

The Winchester-born defender 
won his last England cap in 
November 2009, in a 1-0 loss to 
Brazil. 

Three months later, Bridge 
announced his permanent with¬ 
drawal from international duty 
following allegations regarding 
England captain John Terry and 
Bridge’s former girlfriend 
Vanessa Perroncel. 

THEO WALCOTT 

The former Saints starlet 
became England's youngest ever 
senior player in May 2006 by 
appearing in a 3-1 friendly win 
over Hungary at Old Trafford 
aged 17 years and 75 days. 

He had sensationally been 
selected by Sven-Goran Eriksson 
for his World Cup squad, despite 
not having played for Arsenal fol¬ 
lowing his move from St Mary’s 
the previous January. 

In only his fourth senior appear¬ 
ance, against Croatia in a World 
Cup qualifier in September 2008, 
Walcott blasted a hat-trick. 

He has now won 22 caps, yet his 
only goals remain the three 
against Croatia. He is a lucky 
omen, though - England have won 
18 and lost just two of the games 
he has appeared in. 
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Paine’s World 


The Saints legend’s (EXCLUSIVE] column on all things football 


Si 


\ 





BTC (Southampton) FC 

We are looking for an 
experienced, enthusiastic reserve 
team manager to work within our 
existing management structure. 

Please apply in confidence with 
your CV to 

The club Chairman Damon Brown at 
btcchairman@hotmail.co.uk 


to 




AFTER 75 Champions League 
appearances and 39 goals, 
Didier Drogba finally has his 
winner’s medal. 

He has come so close on many 
occasions, having previously lost in 
one final, three semi-finals, one 
quarter-final and twice in the last 
16. 

It was well deserved for a striker 
who has been the best of his kind in 
the Premiership over the last eight 
years. 

If there was one key sign- 
ing made by Roman 
Abramovich since taking over at 
Chelsea, it was in luring Drogba 
from Olympique Marseilles for 
£24m in 2004. 

Without taking anything away 
from his Chelsea teammates, 
Drogba’s performance in last 
week’s Champions League final 
against Bayern Munich in Munich 
proved to the difference between 
the sides. Not only did he rise to the 
occasion with that towering late 
header but he also strode up to dis¬ 
patch the penalty that sealed a long- 
awaited Champions League title for 
his club. 

Drogba’s match-winning perfor¬ 
mance was far removed from that in 
Moscow four years earlier. His red 
card in the pouring rain during the 
2008 Champions League final 
denied him the opportunity to take 
a penalty against Manchester 
United - which Chelsea lost on spot 
kicks. 

It’s been a real turnaround in for¬ 
tunes for Chelsea. As one newspa¬ 
per put it, they’ve moved from 
zeroes to heroes, from chumps to 
champs, in four short months. 

Robert Di Matteo has steered 
Chelsea from an embarrassing sea¬ 
son to one of real success. Having 
replaced Andre Villas-Boas, who 
was dumped after frosty relation¬ 
ships destroyed confidence on and 


off the pitch, Di Matteo cajoled the 
Chelsea players into performing. 
The turning point for me was the 4- 
1 win against a very useful t 
Napoli side in the second 
leg of the last 16, 
recovering from a 
3-1 mauling to ^ 
roar into the 
last eight 

where_ 

they over¬ 
came Benfica. 
Perhaps the biggest 
surprise was still to come, 
eliminating Barcelona in two 
epic battles. 

Many believe Chelsea have had 
more than their fair share of luck in 
winning the Champions League. 
But while I accept luck’s gone their 
way, who would have guessed that 
Lionel Messi would miss a penalty 
in their semi-final or that Arjen 
Robben would have his effort saved 
in the final. Those misses were a 
catastrophe for both sides. Lady 
Luck has certainly smiled on 
Chelsea, but no one has won any¬ 
thing without their share of the 
stuff at the right time. 

As finals go, it was of a mediocre 
standard. It didn’t live up to my 
expectations and I was disappointed 
with both sides. Bayern never 
imposed themselves as you would 
expect of the home side. Maybe it 
was a hangover from their 5-2 
defeat to Borussia Dortmund in the 
German Cup final, having played 
second fiddle in the Bundesliga to 
Dortmund in the last couple of 
years. 

Chelsea have excelled in cups and 
struggled in the Premiership, fin¬ 
ishing sixth. But they have now 
qualified for the Champions League 
at the expense of poor Harry 
Redknapp’s Tottenham, who now 
have to battle out with the also-rans 
in the Europa League. 






PRICELESS GOAL: 
Didier Drogba 
celebrates scoring 
Chelsea’s late 
equaliser against 
Bayern Munich. 


I Chelsea’s 
loss... 

I NEWS that Didier Droga is 
I to leave Chelsea is a huge 
I disappointment. 

I He has always been 
worth watching during his 
I eight years in the 
V] Premiership and I thought 
' bis form in the last few 
months may have 
encouraged Chelsea’s 
management to 
. offer him an 

extension. 

V This after 
v being 
\ sidelined 
\ by 


Andre V 

Villas-Boas 
during the 
first half of the 
season. 

His transforma¬ 
tion, thanks to 
Roberto Di Matteo, 
pictured below, bring- W 
ing him in from the 
cold, culminated in him 
not only scoring the 
equaliser in the final but 
scoring the winning 
penalty. This after becom¬ 
ing the first player to 
score in four FA Cup 
finals. 

He will be greatly 
missed by Chelsea and 
English football has lost a 
real character, who invari¬ 
ably scored on the 
big stage when it 
mattered most. 

He may be 
heading east to 
join Nicolas 
Anelka in China 
although I’m led 
to believe 
Juventus are also 
keen to hire his services 
Wherever he goes, I wish 
him luck and thank him 
for some good memories. 


End of the line for Barton? 


JUST where do QPR and their 
irresponsible captain go from 
here? 

Having been issued with a 
mammoth 12-game ban 
for his misdemeanours at 
Manchester City (Barton 
is pictured being 
restrained after his 
sending off) on the 
final day of the 


Premiership season, Joey Barton 
has also been fined £75,000 by the 
Football Association. 

Barton’s career has been littered 
with indiscipline and may have 
finally come to a crossroads. 
Which direction he takes may 
come down to how QPR view his 
situation. 

Very much a disciplinarian, boss 
Mark Hughes may now find it diffi¬ 


cult to keep Barton, who signed a 
four-year contract after arriving on 
a free transfer from Newcastle 
last August. 

Barton’s a useful footballer but 
must realise his behaviour is in 
danger of bringing his career to a 
shuddering halt. Who would want 
to take a chance with a player 
who continually lets down himself 
and his club? 
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Barton’s 
timeline 
of shame 

QPR’s Joey Barton was this week 
banned for 12 matches and fined 
£75,000 after being charged with 
two acts of violent conduct follow¬ 
ing his dismissal for elbowing 
Carlos Tevez on the final day of the 
Premier League season at 
Manchester City. 

Barton kneed Sergio Aguero, 
sending the striker to the ground, 
and attempted to headbutt City 
captain Vincent Kompany before 
being ushered off the field. 

The midfielder accepted the 
charge relating to Aguero, but 
denied the one against Kompany. 

Here, the Sports Pink details 
some of the other incidents that 
have been bad news for Barton. 

2004: February - Barton red-carded 
for the first time in Manchester City’s FA 
Cup fourth-round tie at Tottenham, for 
two bookable offences. 

April - Barton storms out of Eastlands 
before kick-off after being axed from 
team to face Southampton. 

July - Criticised by City manager Kevin 
Keegan for causing mass brawl in a pre¬ 
season friendly at Doncaster. 

December - Stubs lit cigar in the eye of 
young team-mate Jamie Tandy during 
City's Christmas party. Fined six weeks' 
wages by the club. Forced to pay four 
weeks' salary - approximately £60,000 - 
immediately, with a further two weeks 
suspended for a year. Tandy later sued 
Barton, winning £65,000 in damages. 

2005: July - Involved in altercation with 
a 15-year-old Everton fan at City's team 
hotel in Bangkok during a pre-season 
tour. Fined eight weeks' wages by City 
after being found guilty of gross miscon¬ 
duct. 

2006: September - Drops his shorts in 
the direction of Everton fans following 



City's 1-1 draw at Goodison Park. 

December - Shown the second red 
card of his career - this time a straight 
red - for a two-footed lunge on 
Abdoulaye Faye in City's 2-0 home 
defeat to Bolton. 

2007: May - Suspended by City after 
training-ground altercation with 
Ousmane Dabo, which leaves his team¬ 
mate needing hospital treatment. 
Charged with assault, and on July 1 
2008 receives a four-month suspended 
jail sentence. Also punished by FA with a 
12-match ban - six matches of which are 
suspended and a £25,000 fine. 

December 27 - Arrested in Liverpool 
city centre after a late-night incident and 
later charged with common assault and 
affray. Remanded in custody and misses 
Newcastle's New Year fixtures, being 
released on January 3. 

2008: May 20 - Jailed for six months 
after admitting common assault and 
affray. 

2009: May 3 - Sent off against 
Liverpool for late challenge on Xabi 
Alonso. 

2010: November 10 - Punches 
Blackburn winger Morten Gamst 
Pedersen during a 2-1 defeat for 
Newcastle at St James' Park. Accepts 
an FA charge and is banned for three 
games. 

2012: January 2 - Scores but is then 
sent off as QPR lose 2-1 at home to 
Norwich in the Premier League. 

May: In the wake of his dismissal 
against City, Barton launches an exple¬ 
tive-laden Twitter attack on Shearer, his 
former manager at Newcastle and cur¬ 
rent Match of the Day pundit, before 
turning on the programme’s presenter, 
Gary Lineker, saying: "back under your 
stone you odious little toad...” 


Long-serving ex-Cherries boss O’Driscoll can’t 



A STROLL around Crawley town 
centre and a chat with one of 
the club’s most popular play¬ 
ers helped convince Sean 
O’Driscoll to become the club’s 
new manager. 

The 54-year-old former Cherries 
boss took more than a week con¬ 
templating the offer from Reds 
after being identified by director of 
football Steve Coppell as the ideal 
man to maintain the club’s mete¬ 
oric progress. 

O'Driscoll visited the club three 
times and phoned the likes of for¬ 
mer striker Matt Tubbs and previ¬ 
ous manager Steve Evans as he 
weighed up the pros and cons of 
leading Reds into League One next 
season. 

The former Doncaster Rovers 
boss even wrote meticulous reports 
to help him come to a decision, but 
what swayed him most was speak¬ 
ing to local people. 

After one of his meetings at the 
Broadfield Stadium, O’Driscoll 
took the opportunity to walk 
around Crawley and ask members 
of the public what they thought of 
their hometown club. 

The fact he went to such lengths 
before giving Coppell the answer 
he craved just goes to highlight the 
kind of manager Crawley have got 
themselves. 

Nothing is left to chance under 
the former Republic of Ireland 
international and his appointment 
means that Crawley will, at the 
very least, will be one of the best 
prepared teams in League One next 
season. 

O’Driscoll said: “Steve (Coppell) 
rang me up and asked whether I 
would be interested in speaking to 
Crawley. Out of courtesy I said yes 
and when I came down I got 
intrigued by what they had 
achieved. 

“I got interested and then I got 
really serious about whether 
this was something which was 
feasible for me to do. That was 
the most difficult decision. 

“I spoke to people around the 
town and they were proud of the 
club which was important for me 
to hear. 

“In this country we have 92 foot 
ball league clubs and you wonder 
how we can support them 
but it's because they become 
part of the community. 

“We have got to try to 
make this club part of 
the local community as 
well and that was a big 
part of the DNA of 
Doncaster and some¬ 
thing I am keen to do 
here too. 

“It is important to 
connect with the 
local people because 
when things don't go 
your way you get a 
bit of leeway and 
people respect what 
you have done. 

“Time will tell 
whether this is a good 
move but sometimes 
you have to go with 
your gut instinct 
and it just feels 
right at this partic¬ 
ular time. There are 
lots of things we can 
do. 

“I spoke to everybody I could 
about the club. 

“I know Matty Tubbs, as I had 
him as a youth team player at 






IT’S GOOD TO TALK: Sean O’Driscoll, 
picture above taking over at Crawley, 
spoke with Cherries star Mattt Tubbs 
prior to accepting his new job at the 
League 1 newcomers. 


Bournemouth, and I know 
Warren (Cummings) as I took 
him from Chelsea when he was 
a kid. 

“I also phoned Steve Evans to 
get his views. He only said 
good things but if he had said 
anything different I would 
have been surprised. 

,. “He took the club from the 
Conference and it was his 
team that got into League 
One so he must take an enormous 
amount of credit for that. 

“My job is about moving the thing 
forward now.” 

The chance to develop the club 
rather than simply build a success¬ 
ful team on the pitch is one of the 
many ways in which O'Driscoll is 


the polar opposite to Evans. 

The former manager's approach 
meant that the club's image deteri¬ 
orated despite their remarkable 
achievements over the last two 
years. 

O'Driscoll is adamant the same 
thing will not happen while he is at 
the helm and insists that changing 
the perception of the club and get¬ 
ting the local community behind it 
is one of his first goals. 

“I spent 22 years at Bournemouth 
doing every job there is to do and 
you get affected,” O'Driscoll added. 

“When you have been a commu¬ 
nity officer at a club, a youth team 
manager, a reserve team manager, 
physio and manager you under¬ 
stand the roles and how people will 
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wait tor his new challenge 

E7 


III 



SEAN O’Driscoll insists he is happy 
to work alongside Steve Coppell. 

Coppell was among the early 
favourites to take over as boss on a 
permanent basis after helping guide 
Reds to promotion to League One 
together with caretaker boss Craig 
Brewster last season. 

The former Albion boss insists he 
was never interested in becoming 
manager at Broadfield Stadium and 
will instead remain in his unofficial role 
as director of football. 

O'Driscoll says the presence of 
Coppell never put him off accepting 
the job at Crawley and believes the 
pair can make a formidable team. 

O'Driscoll said: “That was one of my 
first questions when Steve asked me 


to be manager. I wondered why 
he was asking me to become 
manager when he is well capable 
of doing it but Steve likes his golf 
too much and if a special job 
comes up I am assuming he will go 
and get it. 

“Director of football is a horrible 
title. They will come up with some¬ 
thing better than that in the future 
but it is better this way around. 
When there is a manager in situ 
and somebody gets brought in 
above his head that is where it 
creates a problem. 

“Steve is well respected in the 
game. I've been in the opposite 
dugout to him and am looking for¬ 
ward to working with him.” 


go that extra mile for you 
if they know you appreci¬ 
ate what you do they. 

“If this is going to be a 
club that everybody has a 
good word to say about it 
doesn’t just happen, you 
have got to drive the darn 
thing - and I don't mind 
driving it. 

“I can say what I want 


but my behaviour will 
dictate what we will actu¬ 
ally achieve. 

“Whatever happens at a 
club, I always say the 
same thing - that when 
you walk away you leave 
it in a better state than 
you found it in. 

“That means the foun¬ 
dations are there for 


someone else to take 
on. 

“Unfortunatel 
Bournemouth stripped 
that away after I left and 
Doncaster did the same. 

“They are left with 
nothing now and so I am 
doing it again by trying to 
build the foundations 
here.” 



Eddie: We 
wanted to 
buy ground 

CHAIRMAN Eddie Mitchell claims 
Cherries have been priced out of an 
attempt to buy back their Dean Court 
home. 

Mitchell confirmed the club had 
drawn a line under the issue after fail¬ 
ing in a bid to tempt Structadene to sell 
the ground. 

The London-based property company 
has owned the stadium since a contro¬ 
versial sale-and-leaseback agreement 
was struck in 2005. 

Dean Court was sold for around £3.5m 
and leased back, with Cherries paying 
in the region of £300,000 a year in rent 
to Structadene. 

A buy-back price was originally set at 
£4.25m at the time of the 

Cherries holding the /\ 

option to purchase / 

the stadium at a mtt 

price rising by - V \ 

£60,000 a year for P ^ \ 

five years. 

However, \ 

Mitchell con- \ W 

firmed to the \ 7 

Bournemouth Echo \ m / 

in July 2010 that the \ W/ 

agreement had 
expired in April of 

that/ear. MITCHELL 

Mitchell 
revealed in 

October that Structadene had declined 
two offers for the ground - bids he said 
included a rejected one of £4.5m. 

Structadene said the firm had no need 
to sell the ground despite Mitchell 
remaining determined to purchase it. 

But Mitchell revealed that buying 
back the ground was now off the club’s 
agenda. 

He said: “We offered them what the 
going rate was and they wanted over the 
going rate. 

It is unfortunate because it would be 
nice to get it back in our own hands, but 
I don’t think it is good business to pay 
over the odds for it.” 

Mitchell added that it made “sense” 
for Cherries to use their money else¬ 
where and continue to rent the ground. 


SEAN O’DRISCOLL 


EDDIE Mitchell says he is hopeful 
Cherries will see an increase in 
season ticket sales for the 2012-13 
campaign. 

The club’s average attendance 
in League One last term dropped 
to 5,881 - down by more than 1,200 
spectators on the previous 7,103 fig¬ 
ure. But chairman Mitchell has 
^ revealed there are positive signs 
B for next season. 

L He said: “During March, we 
sold more than we have 
done since I have been 
. here, which was pleas- 

Jfc \ 

“Normally, every¬ 
body buys them in the 
last week. If the trend 
is the same, hopeful¬ 
ly we will surpass 
^OLL last year.” 


McQuoid 
on his way 
back? 

CHERRIES star Scott Malone looks 
set to complete a move to Millwall - 
with Josh McQuoid returning to 
Dean Court as part of the deal. 

A fee of around £750,000 is 
believed to have been agreed by the 
clubs. 

Striker McQuoid, who joined 
Millwall for £515,000 in January 2011, 
is expected to head back to Dorset 
after being used by the Lions as a 
makeweight in the deal. 

McQuoid is understood to have 
agreed to the move after Cherries 
said they would match his wages - 
the 22-year-old reputedly set to 
become the highest paid player at 
Dean Court. 

Both deals are expected to be sub¬ 
ject to the players passing medicals, 
with Malone set to fly back from a 
holiday in Spain to meet Jackett at a 
hotel near Gatwick Airport before 
returning to Malaga. 

Coincidentally, both Malone and 
McQuoid are part of a 16-strong 
party of Cherries players and friends 
enjoying a summer vacation in the 
luxury resort of Marbella. 

Malone, who joined Cherries from 




JOSH McQUOID 

Wolves in January for a fee of 
around £150,000, was recommended 
to manager Jackett by Millwall chief 
scout Jamie Johnson. 

However, despite heading to Dean 
Court to personally cast his eye over 
Malone during Cherries’ final game 
of the season against Preston, 
Jackett left disappointed as the 
winger did not start. 

Malone, who spent the first half of 
the season on loan to Cherries from 
Wolves, scored six times and con¬ 
tributed seven assists in 37 appear¬ 
ances for the club last season. 

Sources close to Malone claim the 
player has not engineered the pro¬ 
posed move and have said the 
Midlander would be more than 
happy to remain at Dean Court. 

Striker McQuoid, a loan target for 
former boss Lee Bradbury in 
January, has started only seven 
games in the Championship for the 
Lions during an injury-plagued stay 
in south London. 

The Pennington-raised Northern 
Ireland international candidly admit¬ 
ted money and the lure of playing in 
the second flight had been his main 
motivating factors behind leaving 
Cherries. 

He was understood to have netted 
a near 600 per cent increase in 
wages when he moved to the Den, 
snapped up by Jackett following an 
explosive 14-week spell that saw 
him plunder 12 goals in just 16 starts 
and earn his first full cap for his 
adopted country. 
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Champions League failure could be costly to Spurs 


Cup final 
woe for 
the Welly 


TOTTENHAM’S exclusion from the 
Champions League due to 
Chelsea's triumph in the tournament 
will cost Spurs up to £35million in 
cash. 

But the real damage could be far 
greater in terms of keeping their 
stars, say football finance experts. 

Spurs finished fourth in the 
Premier League, which would nor¬ 
mally guarantee a place in the quali¬ 
fying rounds of the Champions 
League, but they lose out because 
Chelsea take that fourth English 
place as European title holders. 

Tottenham will earn only around 
£5m in media rights from the 
Europa League instead of a guaran¬ 
teed £25m from the Champions 
League. 

There is also a significant loss in 
associated matchday, merchandise 
and sponsorship income that could 
see a further cost to the club of 
around £1 Omillion. 


worry for fans, and I am a 
Tottenham fan myself, is that in 
terms of signing top players we 
won't be as attractive as we cannot 
promise the highest level of club 
football any more. 

“There is also the worry that some 
of those star players, having tasted 
the Champions League already, will 
want to do so again and look to 
move elsewhere.” 

Spurs fans have reacted furiously 
to missing out on Europe’s elite club 
tournament but UEFA say their 
competition rules, brought in after 
Liverpool won the competition but 
finished outside the top four in the 
Premier League, are clear. 

Tottenham earned 31.1m euros 
(£25.1 m) in TV money and bonuses 
from their 2010/11 season in the 
Champions League. 

An English club making the Europa 
League quarter-finals earns a total 
of 6m euros (£5m). 


BASINGSTOKE League side Tron 
defeated FC Wellington 1-0 in the 
Hampshire FA Saturday Junior A 
Cup final at an overcast 
Winklebury. 

The only goal came after just 
seven minutes when a 25 yard 
pass found Tron forward Aaron 
Barber-Hill on the left. 

His cross found Peter Amps in 
the middle, who managed to loop 
his header over the keeper. 

Southampton side Wellington 
could already have been ahead by 
then, as Nick Skolsky headed over 
in the second minute. 

Tron forwards Barber-Hill, Amps 
and Chris Lavisher continued to 
cause Wellington problems with 
their link up play. 

Lavisher shot wide from a good 
Barber-Hill header on 16 minutes 
before Lavisher hit the post from a 
Gary Osmond corner five minutes 
later. 

On 30 minutes, after a quick 
break, both Skolsky and John 
Durman had chances to equalise. 


Even more concerning for fans is 
the possibility of star players such 
as Luka Modric and Gareth Bale 
pushing for a move to clubs that are 
in the Champions League next sea¬ 
son. 

Brendan Guilfoyle, a football 
expert at P&A Partnership, 
said the 
headache 
for 


Spurs will not just be about balanc¬ 
ing the books. 

Guilfoyle said: “In terms of the 
effect financially, Spurs is a well-run 
club but revenues will inevitably be 
lower so they will have to adjust that 
in terms of the wages they can offer 
and the transfer fees they can pay 
and still remain in the 
black. 

“The per¬ 
haps 
more 
imme- 

, a diate 


MOVE: 

Could 
ex-Saint 
Gareth Bale 
leave 
Tottenham this 
summer? 


FINAL: 

Action from 
the clash 
betweem 
Tron and FC 
Wellington. 


Shortly after, the 
impressive Jordan 
Amos broke play up 
in midfield before 
putting through an inch 
perfect pass to Durman, whose 
shot saved by keeper Jason 
Charles. 

The second half started much 
the same way as the first half 
ended with Wellington applying 
more of the pressure without cre¬ 
ating many early chances. 

On 57 minutes Skolsky pulled 
the ball back to Tom Dickson but 
his effort went wide. 

On 63 minutes Charles made the 
first of three outstanding saves, 
which won Tron silverware and 
him the man-of-the-match award. 

Two minutes later he made 
another outstanding save when he 
tipped a Rogers header from a 
corner over the bar. 

Good work from Barber-Hill saw 
him cross from the bye line and 
Osmond hit the bar from six 
yards. In the closing seconds, 
Wellington were awarded a free- 
kick 30 yards out. 

Skolsky fired in a great effort, 
but Charles pulled off another 
superb stop. 

Tron midfielder James McCallion 
was a close runner-up to Charles 
in the man of the match stakes. 


tv Sf/A m 


At 


CO-OWNER David Gold admits 
West Ham would have been in 
big financial trouble had they 
failed to make an immediate 
return to the Premier League. 

Gold reckons that Ricardo Vaz 
Te's goal three minutes from time 
to seal a 2-1 victory over Blackpool 
in the Championship play-off final 
at Wembley last weekend has saved 
the debt-ridden club around £50mil- 
lion. 

However, Gold is still prepared 
for a summer of spending as he 
believes manager Sam Allardyce 
will need in the region of £20million 
investing in his squad to keep the 
Hammers up next season. 

“Had we not won, it would have 
meant the owners would have had 
to find more money. It is painful. If 


RELIEF: West Ham owner 
David Gold. 

you own 150 oil wells then it is no 
problem, but if you own 150 Ann 
Summers shops...” said Gold. 

“It is hard to put it into financial 
terms because the first thing we 
would have done on Monday if we 
didn’t win was say we need to cut 


our cloth accordingly. 

“We wouldn't have sat there 
deluding ourselves, we would have 
needed to find more money. It 
would have cost around another 
£30million. 

“It also depends on what you want 
to do. Do you want to challenge 
again in the Championship? If so 
you would have to find about 
another £20million. 

“But I think we still have to do 
that, there is still hard work ahead. 

“I still think the club has got to 
find £20million to ensure it doesn’t 
get relegated again - and that is on 
top of the TV money. 

“We obviously need to strengthen 
some areas and although I would 
expect significant changes, it won’t 
be anything like last summer when 
26 players went and 19 came in. 


“The hard work starts now. This 
club has debts we inherited. We are 
committed to paying these debts. 

“The best way to put it is that we 
would not have bought West Ham if 
we weren’t supporters - we would 
have to be mad.” 

Another challenge facing West 
Ham following their return to the 
Premier League is trying to keep 
goalkeeper Rob Green at the club. 

Green, named in England’s Euro 
2012 squad last week, is out of con¬ 
tract this summer and he was cer¬ 
tain to leave Upton Park had the 
Hammers stayed in the 
Championship. 

However, the play-off final win 
over Blackpool changes the equa¬ 
tion, and Gold believes there is now 
a good chance of the 32-year-old 
staying. 


SEE MONDAY’S ECHO FOR MORE FOOTBALL NEWS 
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GOAL: Drogba scores in 
this year’s FA Cup final. 


time remaining after playing a one-two 
with Frank Lampard. 


2008 CARLING CUP FINAL 
Chelsea 1 Tottenham 2 

Drogba became the first player to 
score in three League Cup finals when 
he put Chelsea ahead with a free-kick. 


2009 FA CUP FINAL Chelsea 2 
Everton 1 

Drogba's equaliser set Chelsea on 
the road to victory after Louis Saha 
had put Everton ahead with the 
quickest FA Cup final goal. 


2010 FA CUP FINAL Chelsea 1 
Portsmouth 0 

Drogba’s 59th-minute free-kick 
clinched Chelsea their first league and 
cup double. 


2012 FA CUP FINAL Chelsea 2 
Liverpool 1 

Drogba became the first player to 
score in four FA Cup finals as Chelsea 
lifted the trophy for a fourth time in six 
years. 


2012 CHAMPIONS LEAGUE FINAL 
Bayern Munich 1 Chelsea 1 (Chelsea 
win 4-3 on penalties) 

Drogba's 88th-minute header took 
the final into extra-time and, fittingly, it 
was the Ivorian who struck the winning 
penalty in the shoot-out. 


IMMEDIATELY after Chelsea’s 
Champions League triumph, 
Roberto Di Matteo was apparent¬ 
ly asked by a German reporter: 
“Your style of football is success¬ 
ful, but is it also nice?” 

Di Matteo did not deign to answer 
and simply walked off. 

He probably thought it was a slight 
on Chelsea’s triumph. 

But does it matter how you win? 

Or in elite sport, does it matter only 
that you win? 

Chelsea fired few shots in either 
their semi-final triumph over 
Barcelona or in the final against 
Bayern Munich. 

They nullified the creative thrusts 
from Barcelona and Bayern Munich 
in the hope of hitting them on the 
counter-attack. 

Is it fair to call it anti-football? 

No-one can argue with the results. 

Roman Abramovich will not have 
cared how Chelsea finally delivered 
the Champions League trophy that 
has cost him around £2billion to win. 

He did once. 

When Jose Mourinho left Chelsea it 
was partly because Abramovich was 
not satisfied with the Special One’s 
style of football. 

But Di Matteo, as Mourinho had 
done previously with Inter Milan, con¬ 
cluded Chelsea could not beat 
Barcelona at their own game and so, 
to use the vernacular, they ‘parked 
the bus’. 


Winning 


at elite level 


\l that matters 


a. 

. )U 




YOU BEAUTY?: Chelsea 
celebrate their Champions 
League win and below, Brian 
O’Driscoll. 


watch but they were undone in the 
Champions League by a refusal to con¬ 
sider any other approach to be wor¬ 
thy. 

The All Blacks suffered the same fate 
at the 2007 Rugby World Cup. 

The England cricket team are num¬ 
ber one in the world and beat 
Australia on their own soil but to be 
considered great they must win in 
alien sub-continent conditions. 

Di Matteo found a way to win knock¬ 
out football but Chelsea were way 
off the pace in the Premier 
League - whereas, fellow 
European champions 
Leinster are a complete 
team. 

The Irish province lift¬ 
ed the Heineken Cup 1 
last weekend with a 
ferocious defence and 
dead-eye goalkicker, but 
they also hit Ulster with 
some touches of attacking 
genius to win 42-14. 

It was Leinster’s third title 
in four years, a run of sus¬ 
tained success unmatched in 1 
the Heineken Cup - a Dublin 1 
dynasty - and Leinster are also 
in the final of the RaboDirect 
PR012. 

Their style is not only success¬ 
ful but nice. 

And it is epitomised by Brian 
O’Driscoll. The greatest player of his 
generation is a fierce defender and a 
wondrous attacker. A complete player 
in a complete team. 


FOR MORE SPORT NEWS VISIT: www.dailyecho.co.iik 


Simon Carter 

simon.carter@dailyecho.co.uk f. 

SPORTS EDITOR 


Chelsea had to weather a storm in 
the final too but did so with impres¬ 
sive grit and resilience before snatch¬ 
ing the victory on penalties. 

It is not a style of play to endear the 
neutrals. 

The world loves Barcelona's grace 
and fluidity; they do not love the prac¬ 
ticality of a manager like Sam 
Allardyce. 

Some West Ham fans are still not 
sure, even after watching the 
Hammers clinch promotion, because 
his reputation for direct football pre¬ 
cedes him. 

West Ham fans want their teams to 
play the West Ham way. 

But at the expense of winning? 

I cannot imagine there will be much 
style on show at Upton Park next sea¬ 
son as West Ham fight the inevitable 
battle against relegation. 

But why not? 

Look how Swansea played this sea¬ 
son. 

Roberto Martinez at Wigan has stuck 
by his principles and the team sur¬ 
vived. 

It does not all have to be route one 
stuff. 

Nigel Adkins will no doubt agree. 

The truth is that the best teams in 
any sport have more than one arrow 
in their quiver. 

Barcelona are a magical side to 


Drog is 
the man 
for the 
big event 

DIDIER Drogba scored his ninth cup 
final goal for Chelsea in the dramat¬ 
ic Champions League final triumph 
over Bayern Munich. 

Here, the Sports Pink details how 
the Ivory Coast striker shines on the 
biggest stages of all: 

2005 CARLING CUP FINAL 
Liverpool 2 Chelsea 3 (aet) 

Drogba put Chelsea ahead in extra¬ 
time as the Blues won their first trophy 
under Jose Mourinho. 

2007 CARLING CUP FINAL Arsenal 
1 Chelsea 2 

Drogba scored both goals, including 
the winner six minutes from time, as 
Chelsea came from behind to beat 
Arsenal. 

2007 FA CUP FINAL Chelsea 1 
Manchester United 0 

Drogba, pictured below, scored the 
winner with just four minutes of extra- 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 20,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

gLM noaroct prizes of £15 each week 

■ nearest 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ I II II I |f|icc 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

Dp Tl.l I III in l W 10 for Dorset Echo 

HI 111 W prize... 10 for Sunday independent 


RESULTS 





_CLOSING DATE 

FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 

Thursday 9am, 
31 May 
2012 

Names of 
winners will be 
published on 

Saturday, 

2 June 
or Sunday 

3 June 
2012 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


E IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
hampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will be 
paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 will 
be added to next week’s jackpot and 
£50 will be added to the nearest-miss 
prize. 

The nearest-miss prize will be paid 
out to the competitor whose cross is 
nearest to the centre of the ball when 
there is no jackpot winner. 


When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£6,000 and the nearest-miss prize at 
£ 1 , 000 . 

If the Jackpot is not won after 45 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
three nearest miss prizes will be 
awarded totalling £24,000-with a first 
prize of £12,000, a second prize of 
£8,000 and a third prize of £4,000. 

The jackpot for the following week 
will be £26,000 with £1,000 being 
added each week. The nearest miss 
prize will be £2,000 with £50 added 
each week until the jackpot prize 
reaches £50,000. 

If there is still no entry showing the 
exact centre of the ball, the process is 
repeated until there is an exact centre 
of the ball winner. 

If there is more than one winner the 
jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 


1 <t 


Winners 


Competition number S20 


JACKPOT WINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Mrs J Shaw, Parkstone, Dorset 
who wins the Runner Up prize of £1,650 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


Mrs B Ackroyd, Otterbourne, Hants 
Mr J Bathard,Southampton, Hants 
Mrs S Blake, Southampton,Hants 
Ms C Brown, Eastleigh,Hants 
Mrs A Cole, Freemantle, Southampton 
Mr F Cove, Eastleigh, Hants 
Mrs W Cramer, Netley Abbey, Hants 
Mrs E Creasor, Southampton,Hants 
Mrs B Daniells, Southampton, Hants 
Mr D Edmonds, Southampton, Hants 


Rules 


Mr J Herridge, Southampton, Hants 
Mr R Hughes, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs S Lemon, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs C Ludlow, Romsey, Hants 
Mrs L Pindar, Southampton, Hants 
Mr R Skinner, Southampton, Hants 
Mr P Sonnett Southampton,Hants 
Mr M Speed, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs R Wheeler, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs C Young, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 325 per coupon. Coupons with 326 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB PO Box 24 
Competitions, Southampton SOI 6 9ZD in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 



Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

TITLE 
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POSTCODE 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 


□ 


□ 


□ 


125 
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200 
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CROSSES 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 

Southern Daily Echo 

12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 

Closing time Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 

closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 

Closing time Monday 

A list of participating 
newsagents will be 
published in the Echos 
on the first Saturday of 
each month 


PLEASE NOTE: 


NEW 

COLLECTION 

TIMES 

FOR 

NEWSAGENTS 


□ Please cross Hie box it you 

.' ‘ 
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! £ n closer cashtdioquotposEal order No 
do not wish co receive information about other Daily Echo promotions 
On what day(s-) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 

□ MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT 


Do you have the paper 
home delivered? 

□ YES □ NO 


Please complete 
entry form and 
send to: 

FTB 

PO BOX 24 
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Southampton 
S016 9ZD 
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Winchester banking on youth 


paul McCarthy 


WINCHESTER City are 
investing heavily in youth 
as they prepare for a glori¬ 
ous return to the Southern 
League. 

The Sydenhams Premier 
champions are holding an 
open day training session 
for all age-groups next 
Sunday (June 3), signalling 
their intent to bring home¬ 
grown prospects through 
the ranks. 

While club owner Paul 
McCarthy will not hesitate 
to import established 
Southern League players in 
pursuit of Evo-Stik Division 
One South & West promo¬ 
tion, he is determined to 
develop a thriving produc¬ 
tion line of new talent. 


Already one of City’s 
young cubs, Callum 
Buckley, has joined AFC 
Bournemouth as a scholar 
and several others have 
been invited to trial with 
professional clubs. 

Winchester now run two 
under-18, two under-16, one 
under-15 and one under-14 
side and last season both 
under-16 teams finished in 
the top-four of the City of 
Southampton Youth League 
Division One. 

“We’re looking to invest 
massively in youth,” said 
McCarthy. 

“It doesn’t mean we won’t 
sign other players, but it will 
be a bit like Arsenal do. We 
will build an infrastructure 


based on youth and make a 
few other signings along the 
way. 

“Our under-18s will prop 
up the reserves and we will 
look to introduce some of 
the young players into the 
first team as and when we 
can. 

“We’ve got some tasty pre¬ 
season games when we can 
blood in some of the young¬ 
sters and then we will iden¬ 
tify league games next sea¬ 
son which are suitable for 
them to get involved. 

“If we’re playing strong 
teams like Poole and 
Sholing, it wouldn’t be fair 
on anyone to put the young 
players in, but there will be 
times when we can play 


them. 

“Our first team is very 
young in any case with an 
average age of about 20. 

“We believe in youth and 
feel we should be able to pro¬ 
duce home-grown players 
who are able to play at the 
first-team’s level.” 

Any players/parents want¬ 
ing more information about 
Winchester’s open day 
should contact Conor 
McCarthy on 07884 225611 or 
at bernie.21@hotmail.com 

All players are expected to 
be at the Denplan City 
Ground by 10.30am for an 
11am start next Sunday. 
Training will run until 3pm 
with a 45-minute lunch 
break. 


Mew: It’s all 
fitted in 
nicely for 
Fleet move 


DAVE Diaper believes 
Sholing remains the best 
place for striker Lee Wort to 
continue his footballing 
education. 

There are rumours that the 
young hitman is interesting 
former AFC Totton boss Stuart 
Ritchie at Havant & 
Waterlooville after bagging 25 
league goals in his first full sea¬ 
son in the Southern One South 
& West - making him second 
top scorer to Gosport’s 34-goal 
marksman Justin Bennett. 

But although Diaper is all in 
favour of players bettering 
themselves, he feels his young 
diamond needs some rough 
edges smoothing and that Wort 
would benefit from another 
season at Portsmouth Road. 

“I don’t know if the Havant 
rumours are true, but it would¬ 
n’t surprise me,” he said. 

“We’ve got an option on Lee, 
but I’m a believer in never 
holding anyone back. 

“But Havant are two leagues 
higher than us and I have 
impressed on Lee the impor¬ 
tance of getting games rather 
than sitting on the bench. 

“Lee’s a young lad learning 
his trade and he needs another 
year to develop. 

“Physically he could do with 
getting a bit stronger. 

“He was outmuscled at times 
last season even at our level. 

“Clubs at Havant’s level sign 
players from the leagues above 
and Lee has got to realise he’s a 
player from two leagues below. 

“I wouldn’t stand in his way, 
but I do feel he would benefit 
from another season with 
Sholing.” 

After experiencing play-off 
disappointment for a third year 
running, Sholing are deter¬ 
mined to leave nothing to 
chance next season and go all 


WAYNE Mew looks like heading 
into the Southern League next sea¬ 
son after parting company with 
Sydenhams Premier outfit Romsey, 
writes WENDY GEE. 

He and his assistant Stuart Long 
are joining Craig Davis’s manage¬ 
ment team at Fleet Town who are 
set for a reprieve from relegation 
from the Evo-Stik Southern Division 
One Central. 

Although former Bashley and 
AFC Totton midfielder Davis was 
unable to halt Fleet’s early-season 
slide and pull them clear of the rele¬ 
gation zone, they are almost certain 
to retain their Step 4 status follow¬ 
ing the demise of divisional rivals 
Bedfont Town who have resigned 
from the league. 

Explaining his decision to go to 

Fleet, Mew, right - who led 
Romsey to a respectable eighth 
in the Sydenhams Premier - 
said: “There were no opportu¬ 
nities in the Wessex League 
and the only contact I had 
was from 
Craig. 


WAYNE MEW 

“Where Craig is a player- 
manager, he needed some¬ 
one in the dugout and 

asked if I would look after that. 

“He also needed someone to help 
on the coaching side, so Stuart is 
coming up there with me. It’s all fit¬ 
ted in quite nicely. 

“It’s a good opportunity to move 
up a league, see some different 
teams and see what I can do at the 
next level. 

“I’d rather go up one step at a 
time than apply to manage the 
Tottons and Bashleys of this world. 

“Joining Fleet means more travel¬ 
ling on matchdays, but it’s a bit like 
when I was running the Suburban 
League side for Eastleigh. 

“I’ll see what Fleet’s squad’s like 
and see if there’s anyone I know we 
can take up there. 

“With (former Romsey boss) 

Glenn Burnett going to Blackfield, I 
would imagine some of the Romsey 
lads will go there.” 

Chandler’s Ford-based Davis was 
named Fleet’s players’ player-of- 
the-season by his Calthorpe Park 
teammates, while former AFC 
Totton, New Milton and Lymington 
Town midfielder Gareth Byres 
picked up the committee’s award. 




EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Division One South & West top scorers 2011/12 

34 - Justin Bennett (Gosport Borough) 

25 - Lee Wort (Sholing) 

20 - Mark Draycott (Hungerford Town) 

18 - Stuart Hole (North Leigh) 

17 - Sam Collier (Abingdon Utd) 

15 - Matt Andrew (Bideford), James Clark (Thatcham) 
14 - Dan Cann (Poole Town), Chas Hemmings 
(Clevedon Town), Tom Knighton (Yate Town), Elliott 
Osborne-Ricketts (North Leigh), Carl Preston (Poole 
Town), Kevin Squire (Bideford). 


out for the title and automatic 
promotion. 

They intend to keep most, if 
not all, of last season’s squad, 
make two or three summer 
additions and plough on with 
their much admired youth pol¬ 
icy which has transformed the 
likes of Wort, Byron Mason, 
Marvin McLean, Mike Carter 
and Jack McCarthy into estab¬ 
lished Southern League play¬ 
ers. 

“I don’t want to finish sec¬ 
ond, third, fourth or fifth, I 
want to win it next time : 
said Diaper. 

“It was disappointing 
to miss out again, but 
what pleases me is that 
we’re now a really well 
established Southern 
League club which 
gives opportunities 
to young players. 

“Sholing are a 
role model for 
any club in this 
area looking 
to bring 
youth players 
through. 

“Higher 
league clubs like 
Havant and 

Eastleigh don’t have the time 
to give many minutes to young¬ 
sters because it’s a results busi¬ 
ness and I fully understand 
that. But I view the bigger pic¬ 
ture at Sholing and would pre¬ 
fer to see the club develop nat¬ 
urally rather than buy the 
league. 

“The biggest buzz for me is 
turning up on a Saturday 
morning and seeing 80 kids 
buzzing around at our mini 
soccer school.” 


GOT A NON LEAGUE STORY? Email wendy.gee@dailyecho.co.iik 


Wendy Gee m 

wendy.gee@dailyecho.co.uk 

NON-LEAGUE REPORTEj 
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Eastleigh 
open day 

EASTLEIGH are to hold their first ever 
Family Open Day on Saturday, July 
14. 

Fans will get the chance to meet the 
first team, watch them train and have 
unlimited access to the stadium. 

There will be an opportunity to have 
a photograph taken with the 
Hampshire FA Senior Cup which is 
now in the Spitfires’ hands following 
victory over AFC Totton at St Mary’s. 

This free event will feature various 
stalls, music, bouncy castles and lots 
more, including a Silverlake Trophy 
penalty shootout between five first- 
team players and members of the 
Supporters’ Club. 

The day will also mark the official 
launch of Eastleigh FC Juniors as the 
club look to attract the next generation 
of fans to the Silverlake. 

The youngsters will have their own 
training session followed by a match 
against the first team which should be 
the highlight of the day. 

The Spitfires’ new Errea home kit will 
be unveiled and made available to buy 
in the club shop. 

Silverlake gates will be open from 
10.30am until 2pm. Parking and 
entrance is free. 

Nev at 
the helm 

NEVILLE Roach has been named new 
manager of Evo-Stik Southern One 
South & West outfit Thatcham Town. 

The 33-year-old former Basingstoke 
and Eastleigh striker takes over the 
Waterside Park reins from Gary 
Ackling who, along with his assistant 
Jason Braidwood, quit at the end of 
last season. 

Roach served a successful manager¬ 
ial apprenticeship with Combined 
Counties League outfit Hartley 
Wintney, leading them to a third- 
placed finish last season and the best 
FA Cup run in the club’s history. 

The one-time Reading trainee said: 

“I had two fantastic years at Hartley 
Wintney and it was a really tough 
decision (to leave). 

“The Thatcham job is a great oppor¬ 
tunity and you just never know when 
something like that will come along 
again.” 

Coach Scott Tarr - an ex- 
Basingstoke and Eastleigh goalkeeper 
- will be joining Roach at Thatcham. 

Gosport 

honour 

GOSPORT Borough’s promotion-win¬ 
ning heroes were honoured with a 
civic reception to mark their rise to the 
Evo-Stik Southern Premier Division. 

The Mayor of Gosport, councillor 
Chris Carter, hosted a reception at the 
town hall where he presented Alex 
Pike’s team with play-off final winners’ 
medals following their dramatic extra¬ 
time victory at Poole Town. 

The Mayor also handed out 
Borough’s player-of-the-season 
awards to Justin Bennett (players’ 
player), Lee Molyneaux (manager’s 
player), Nathan Ashmore (supporters’ 
player), Gavin Jones (sponsors’ play¬ 
er/president’s award) and Dan 
Woodward (young player). 

Gosport’s reserve team honours 
went to Luke Heard (players’ player) 
and Sam Martin (manager’s player). 


Non-league Football 




‘ When 1 took over, 
"people still perceivea 
us 3 S big-time Charlies 
with loads of mone^ 
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ASHLEY Vickers prides himself 
on being a man of his word. 

Which is why he remains deter¬ 
mined to turn Blackfield & 
Langley’s fortunes around next sea¬ 
son rather than look for potentially 
greener pastures elsewhere. 

This time last year Vickers, pic¬ 
tured, was preparing for a new sea¬ 
son with Dorchester Town in the 
Blue Square Bet South. 

He little thought he would end up 
inheriting a Blackfield side who 
stuttered to a 16th-placed finish in 
the Sydenhams Wessex Premier 
Division and were, by the manag¬ 
er’s own admission, dogged by 
“unprofessional goings-ons” the 
like of which he had never encoun¬ 
tered in 20 years in the game. 

But since taking charge around 
Christmas-time, the former St 
Albans, Dagenham & Redbridge 
and Weymouth defender has 
restored a sense of order at Gang 
Warily and remains determined to 
honour the commitment he made 
to the club’s main backer Sam 
Davies. 

Given his impressive CV and the 
fact he has recently moved up from 
the Weymouth area to work for 
New Forest Care, the 39-year-old 
might have made the ideal candi¬ 
date for the managerial vacancies 
at Southern Premier duo AFC 
Totton and Bashley. 

But he said: “I’ve had a few 
enquiries, one of which would have 
involved me staying down in the 
area I was in, which was all very 
flattering. 


Tve made a commitmen 


[to Blackfield & Langley] 


and I’m not going back on it 


“But I made a commitment to 
Blackfield & Langley and to Sam 
Davies and I’m not going to go back 
on it. 

“The moral compass in football is 
all over the place, but I believe you 
have to show loyalty and respect for 
your employers. 

“I’d love to get success for 
Blackfield & Langley and I know 
the people here want it desperate¬ 
ly.” 

Whereas last summer Blackfield 
were trumpeting from the rooftops 
their intentions to challenge for the 
Sydenhams Premier title, this sea¬ 



son will see a far more subtle 
approach. 

Vickers is well aware that the 
Watersiders won few friends with 
their ‘big-time’ approach to 2011/12 
and became something of a laugh¬ 
ing stock when their season disinte¬ 
grated. 

“There was a lot of money thrown 
around at the start of last season 
and a few derogatory things were 
said in the press about other clubs 
and, more than once, it came back 


to bite us on the backside,” he said. 

“When I took over, people still per¬ 
ceived us as big-time Charlies with 
loads of money, which wasn’t true, 
but that’s what I inherited and I had 
to live with it. 

“I told one manager our budget 
was only average, but then one of 
their players told me their pre¬ 
match team talk had been based 
entirely on how much our lads were 
getting paid! 

“And that was purely because of 


things said at the start of the season. 

“It’s hard enough to win games as 
it is without giving the opposition 
extra incentive.” 

Not surprisingly, Vickers is 
delighted to have got last season out 
of the way and is relishing the 
chance to start with a clean slate. 

He admitted: “We were all desper¬ 
ate to get to the end of last season 
because there were things going on 
at the club that were unprofessional 
in the biggest sense of the word. 
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Blackfield challenge 


Burnett makes 
a quick return 


Carew 

released 







GLENN Burnett has returned 
to Blackfield & Langley - less 
than a year after leaving the 
Waterside club. 

Having helped New Milton 
Town win their battle for 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
survival, the former Romsey 
Town boss has retraced his 
steps to Gang Warily and been 
appointed assistant boss to 
Ashley Vickers. 

After taking a year out of 
football following his depar¬ 
ture from Romsey, Burnett 
reappeared on the Wessex 
scene last summer as part of 
Louis Bell’s management 
team at Blackfield. 

But his stay was short-lived 
due to what he described as 
“political reasons”. 

However, Blackfield have 
transformed themselves 
since the player-manag¬ 
er appointment of for¬ 
mer Dorchester boss 
Vickers, who has been 
working hard to turn 
the club’s image 
around. 

“By bringing 
Glenn and his 
assistant John 
McFarlane 
we have 
made two 
great 
a d d i - 
tions to 
t h e 4 


Wendy Gee 


wendy. gee@ dailyecho .co.uk 
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team,’ 


said 



management 
Vickers. 

“They’re full of ideas and 
knowledge and their enthusi¬ 
asm has been a real eye-open¬ 
er for me, it’s mind-blowing. 
If we can translate that onto 
the pitch it will be excellent. 

“I came into this league 
blind and I’ve tried to get in 
people who know the level. 

“We met up with Glenn and 
John in a pub and, if the bell 
hadn’t gone for last orders, 
we could happily have stayed 
there all night talking foot¬ 
ball. 

“It’s refreshing to be work¬ 
ing with people like that. 

There’s not one person at 
this club who doesn’t 
want success and, hope¬ 
fully, we’ll get it right 
this season and make 
sure we’re challenging.” 
Burnett’s return to 
Blackfield has sur¬ 
prised some, but he 
said; “I’m convinced 
it’s right this time. 
“Ash Vickers is 
very profes¬ 
sional and 
says all the 
right 
^ things.” 


Hunt leaves 



“I inherited disciplinary problems 
and there were things going on off 
the pitch - too many to mention - 
that I’d never seen in 20 years. 

“It led to a lot of frustration for the 
people who are backing the club. 

“But the whole ethos is changing 
and we’re implementing our own 
requirements now. 

“The first requirement of playing 
for Blackfield will be 110 per cent 
effort. I want us to be a team in the 
true sense of the word with everyone 


pulling for each other and no one 
passing the buck. 

“We will have an average wage bill, 
which is as it should be. 

“The days of shelling out lots of 
money are gone. We can’t continue 
like that. We will have a wage struc¬ 
ture where all the players are in 
reach of each other, rather than some 
earning a lot more. 

“Hopefully we’ll also have more 
local players which will be nice for 
the supporters.” 


BLACKFIELD & Langley have 
confirmed that former 
Pompey, Sholing and 
Moneyfields marksman 
Warren Hunt has left the 
club. 

Portsmouth-based Hunt was 
high earner and 
manager Ashley 
Vickers admitted: 
Keeping 
Warren was a 
long way 
beyond us 
for this 
season. 

“But I’ve 
got a lot 
of time 
for him. 


man 
i Vic] 
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a 1 w a y 
gave every¬ 
thing and he’s a 
proven scorer. I’m 
sure he will do 
well again.” 

Hunt - who was 
sent off three times 
in 2011/12 - went 
on an end-of-season 
trip to Majorca 


with his old Moneyfields 
teammates last week and is 
set to return to the Copnor 
club, who finished fourth in 
the Sydenhams Premier last 
term. 

“It should be interesting 
having him playing up front 
with Steve Hutchings, who 
scored 30-odd goals for us last 
season and would have got 
more but for suspen¬ 
sions,” said Moneys 
assistant boss 
Graeme Gee. 

“Neither Steve 
nor Warren are 
shrinking violets, 
so it could be a case 
of who gets the 
most goals 
and who 
gets the 
most book¬ 
ings!” he 
smiled. 

“All the 
players have 
signed on 
from last 
year and it 
will be 
good to 
have 
Warren 
back.” 



GEE ON 023 8042 4483 


EX-EASTLEIGH wideman Ashley Carew 
has left Blue Square Bet Premier outfit 
Cambridge United after reaching the 
end of his contract. 

The 26-year-old joined the Us from 
Ebbsfleet in the summer of 2011 and 
scored five goals in 29 league matched 
for the club. 

Former Barnet man Carew was part of 
the Eastleigh side who enjoyed their 
highest ever placing of third in the Blue 
Square Bet South in 2008/09, scoring 
three goals in 21 starts. 

Spitfires boss Ian Baird had wanted to 
keep him, but the club refused to bow 
to his demands for payment during the 
summer and he moved to Bromley. 

Another ex-Eastleigh player, midfielder 
Ashley Nicholls, has agreed a new one- 
year deal with BSB South rivals 
Dorchester Town. 

Jam for 
Cherries 

WIMBORNE Town midfielder Jamal has 
joined AFC Bournemouth after impress¬ 
ing during his short stay at Cuthbury. 

The 19-year-old Bournemouth-born 
player - full name Jamal Bejandouh - 
made his debut for Wimborne in 
February following a spell playing in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Magpies boss Steve Cuss, who is 
also head of the Cherries’ Community 
Sports Trust, explained: “Jamal has 
signed for AFC Bournemouth’s new 
development squad. 

“Last season we had three Cherries 
players - Dan Strugnell, Alex Parsons 
and Josh Wakefield - here on loan and 
they all went on to make their first-team 
debuts at AFC Bournemouth following 
their spells with Wimborne. 

“We hope that trend will continue.” 

Staying 

DAVE Herbert is staying on as manager 
of GE Hamble’s reserves for 2012/13. 

He now needs a right-hand man to 
assist him with the Planemakers second 
string, who finished fourth in the inau¬ 
gural Wyvern Combination League 
Division One East. 

Anyone interested in the position 
should contact Dave on 07825 707874. 

Alex Sheath was voted reserve team 
players’ player-of-the-year for the 
Planemakers, while Matt Watts secured 
the manager’s vote. 

JT gong 

WAYNE Mew signed off as boss of 
Romsey Town by naming defender 
Jamie Thoroughgood as manager’s 
player-of-the-season for 2011/12. 

The players’ choice of star performer 
was goalkeeper Matt Brown, while 
Simon De’Ath again picked up the 
Golden Boot award as leading scorer 
with 27 goals. 

Luke Harry and Dan Longman shared 
the top scorers’ honour for Town’s 
reserve team. 

Manager’s player-of-the-season was 
Sam Melin, while Alex Jackson cap¬ 
tured the players’ vote. 



















18 


Won-league 

News . 



Thomas is 
Jeff’s best 

DOWNTON celebrated their 
record-breaking sixth-placed 
Sydenhams Premier finish and 
Hospital Cup triumph at their pre¬ 
sentation dinner. 

Captain Josh Thomas got Jeff 
Softley's manager's player-of-the- 
year award, while Vince Rusher 
was the supporters' choice as out¬ 
standing performer of 2011/12. 

Nic Turpin top scored with 30 
goals in all competitions and 
Harvey Coker was named young 
player-of-the-season. 

Joe Dorrington and Declan 
McGregor were recognised for out¬ 
standing service to the club, as 
were Softley, coach Rae Hughes 
and physio Paul Pollard. Alan 
Pollard received the clubman-of- 
the-season prize. 

Ex-Saint 

resigns 

EX-SAINT Neil Shipperley has 
resigned as boss of Evo-Stik 
Southern One Central club North 
Greenford United. 

When the 37-year-old former 
Dell striker took charge over 
Christmas, North Greenford were 
second to bottom of the table on 
18 points. 

But Shipperley revived their for¬ 
tunes and steered them away from 
the relegation zone. 

“I feel I’ve done my apprentice¬ 
ship and am looking to try and 
manage at a higher level,” he said. 

“I’m updating my CV and looking 
for an interview somewhere.” 

Help us! 

FAREHAM Town need a manager 
for their developing Hampshire 
County Youth League Division Two 
under-18 side. 

The successful applicant will be 
responsible for managing all 
aspects of the team and liaising 
with Town’s reserve and first-team 
managers about moving suitable 
players up through the ranks into 
adult Saturday football. 

Applicants must have at least an 
FA Level One coaching badge, 
basic first aid and CRB accredita¬ 
tion. 

For more information contact 
Dave Munday on 07889 491903. 

Cracker, Jack 

SKIPPER Jack Slade claimed two 
of the night’s main prizes at 
Bemerton Heath Harlequins’ annu¬ 
al awards do. 

The striker was voted players’ 
player-of-the-year and also 
received the Golden Boot for top 
scorer. 

Danny Young was named man¬ 
ager’s player-of-the-year by first- 
team boss Ian Chalk. 

Nathan Renyard received a spe¬ 
cial award for his loyal service to 
the Sydenhams Premier Division 
runners-up. 
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Killick keen on loanees 


POOLE Town boss Tom 
Killick would love to sign 
Rhys Baggridge and Lewis 
Tallack - but fears they will be 
looking at a higher level. 

The pair starred for 
Dolphins during impressive 
loan spells at Tatnam last sea¬ 
son and Killick revealed he 
would be keen to recruit them 
permanently. 

Baggridge and Tallack are 
both free agents having been 
released by Yeovil Town and 
Portsmouth, respectively. 

Centre-half Baggridge 
became a big fans’ favourite 
after scoring four goals in 15 
appearances in the Southern 
One South & West for Poole. 

Right-back Tallack started 
11 times and featured in the 
Dorset club’s dramatic play¬ 
off final defeat against 
Gosport Borough. 

Manager Killick is deter¬ 
mined to go one better by 
achieving promotion to the 


Southern Premier next sea¬ 
son. 

He is understood to be tar¬ 
geting a number of players 
from a higher level but is 
remaining silent on the identi¬ 
ties of his potential recruits in 
order to avoid alerting rivals 
clubs. 

But Killick did confess his 
interest in both Baggridge and 
Tallack. 

He said: “I’d love to have 
both of them back, but they 
are young lads who are ambi¬ 
tious to remain as profession¬ 
als. 

“If that is not possible, I 
would imagine they might be 
looking to play higher than we 
can provide. 

“But we have made it clear 
to both that, should that not 
prove possible, we would be 
interested in them. 

“If you think about Lewis 
Tallack, he was released from 
a Championship club as a 


first-year pro. I would expect 
him to think he can remain 
full-time and I know Rhys will 
want to remain full-time. 

“If that didn’t work out for 
them, I would anticipate they 
might be prepared to consider 
it, but I think they will be try¬ 
ing other things first.” 

Killick has spoken to 
released Cherries keeper 
Jordan Seabright about the 
possibility of giving him 
game-time with Poole in pre¬ 
season. 

And the Dolphins manager 
also confirmed that Yeovil 
boss Gary Johnson had indi¬ 
cated a willingness to send 
more players to Tatnam on 
loan next term. 

Meanwhile, Poole striker 
Steve Smith is understood to 
be on the verge of completing 
a move to Wimborne Town. 

Magpies are also believed to 
be interested in Dolphins util¬ 
ity man Kevin Gill. 



INTEREST: Lewis Tallack, left. 



meanwhile, believes Wimborne 
can be “a force to be reckoned 
with” in the Southern League 
next season - and also one of the 
most attractive teams to watch. 

The Magpies experienced fluc¬ 
tuating fortunes in Cuss’s first 
campaign at the helm, finishing 
third to bottom in Division One 
South & West. 

But results improved towards 
the end of the season and now 
the Magpies board have invest¬ 
ed around £15,000 in improving 
the Cuthbury playing surface to 
enhance their chances of play¬ 
ing good football. 

“Under Steve Cuss we have 
become known as a team that 


try to play football on the floor,” 
Miller explained. 

“We have invested in the pitch 
to ensure we have got a good 
playing surface to suit the type 
of football we want to play and 
to attract the type of player we 
want to attract. 

“Although we haven’t got rid 
of the slope, the playing surface 
will be a lot smoother and will 
enable us to play football the 
way Steve wants us to. 

“Towards the end of last sea¬ 
son we were fourth in the form 
table and proved we could be a 
force to be reckoned with next 
season and be competing at the 
top end of the division.” 


WIMBORNE Town have con¬ 
firmed that former 
Winchester City and 
Sholing defender Nathan 
Peprah-Annan has re¬ 
signed for the club. 

That eliminates fears that 
he was set for a return to 
Dorchester Town. 

The ex-Spurs academy 
trainee, left, was dual-reg¬ 
istered with Wimborne in 
the Southern One South & 
West and Dorchester in 
the BSB South last term. 

He impressed so much 
during the Dorset Senior 
Cup final between the 
clubs that it sparked 
speculation that he 
would be playing at the 
higher level in 2012/13. 
f But, following discus- 
f sions with Wimborne 
boss Steve Cuss, Peprah- 
Annan has pledged him¬ 
self solely to the 
Magpies’ cause. 

He joins the likes of 
Tom Jeffes, Shaun Brian, 
George Webb, Dan 
Ackerman, Paul Roast 
and Jon Blake in pinning 
his colours to the Cuthbury 
mast next term. 

Club director Paul Miller, 


• PAUL Morris stood down as 
chairman of Brading Town after 
the club’s presentation evening. 

• After finishing a best ever 
fourth in the Sydenhams 
Premier Division in 2010/11, the 
Isle of Wight club struggled last 
term after losing many of their 
senior players and wound up in 
a bottom-two relegation spot. 

• Morris said: “I feel I have taken 
the club as far as I can. 

• “My personal commitments 
will not allow me to spend as 
much time at the club as I have. 

• “The three years I have spent 
as vice-chairman/chairman have 


been wonderful and made me 
so proud. 

• “I shall never forget the 
achievements of finishing fourth. 

• “Even though we found our¬ 
selves in the bottom two this 
season, I have enjoyed it just as 
much. It really lifts the spirits to 
see so many young players pro¬ 
gressing through the club.” • 
Brading, the only Isle of Wight 
club to run colts teams from 
under-8s through to under-16s, 
have been awarded £1,155 by 
Sandown Rotary Club. It will be 
used to help the colts section 
gain FA Charter Standard. 
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Goal ace Delano 
Sills a new deal 



MAIN MAN: Tim Sills is congratulated by Delano Sam-Yorke for a win¬ 
ning goal against Dorchester. 


POWERHOUSE striker Delano 
Sam-Yorke will remain at 
Basingstoke Town next sea¬ 
son. 

The 23-year-old penned a new 
one-year deal this week, ignoring 
interest from other clubs. 

Sam-Yorke was Town’s joint 
top scorer last season with 15 
goals and excelled during the 
team’s late run to the Blue 
Square Bet South play-offs, terri¬ 
fying defences with his pace and 
strength. 

“There were a couple of other 
clubs interested, but I decided 
Basingstoke was the right 
choice,” he said. 

“We had a good season last year 
and I think we can do it again - 
maybe even better.” 

“I like playing with Tim Sills 
and am learning a lot from him,” 
added the former Woking and 
AFC Wimbledon man. “He has 
been around the leagues and I 
am trying to take on board things 
he says.” 

Manager Jason Bristow herald¬ 
ed Sam-Yorke’s decision to stay 
“big news” for the north 
Hampshire club. 

“Delano is a big part of the team 
and, when he is on form, there is 
nobody better in this league,” he 
said. 

Sam-Yorke joins Ross Adams, 
Jay Gasson and Matt Warner 
among the latest batch of players 
to sign one-year deals for Stoke. 

The 2012/13 season will be 
Warner’s seventh at the 


Camrose and Bristow rates the 
27-year-old winger a key squad 
member. 

“We know Matt has a great left 
foot and, on his day, there are not 
many better left wingers out 
there,” said the boss. “His cross¬ 
ing from open play is excellent 
and he is important to the way 
we want to play as we look to get 
balls into the box.” 

Central defender Gasson, 27 
endured a tough time towards 
Frank Gray’s reign as manager, 
but was rejuvenated under 
Bristow. 

“We told Jay what we were 
looking for and we could not 
have asked for more with the 
response we got,” said Bristow. 
“He was one of the most impor¬ 
tant players during our run at 
the end of the season. 

“He put in some immense per¬ 
formances and started to look 
two inches bigger, so we are 
delighted to have him back. 

“In the last 15 games he was 
one of our best players and, 
being naturally left-footed, he 
gives us balance at the back.” 

Adams spent six months of last 
season sidelined with a broken 
leg, but the 29-year-old centre- 
back returned and played an 
important role in Town’s 
tremendous run-in. 

“Ross came back from his 
injury a lot better than we could 
have hoped for, showing he was 
fit and raring to go in the last half 
a dozen games,” said Bristow. 
“He is a rock in defence.” 


Johnson stunned by Stu axe 


FORMER caretaker boss Steve 
Johnson is in “shock” after being 
axed by Blue Square Bet South out¬ 
fit Havant & Waterlooville. 

Along with assistant Adie 
Aymes, Johnson led the Hawks to 
Blue Square Bet South survival 
following the departure of Shaun 
Gale. 

He believed he would be staying 
on in a coaching capacity under 
the new management team of 
Stuart Ritchie and Sean New from 
AFC Totton. 

But after having what he viewed 
as positive conversations with the 
club, the Royal Navy man returned 
from a veterans trip to Gibraltar to 
find out he was no longer needed. 

“It was a shock when they called 
me and said they didn’t see me as 
part of their plans,” admitted 
Johnson. “I am still not clear why 
they had a change of heart and it 


hurts me massively.” 

Joe Dolan, whose dramatic 
injury-time goal saved the Hawks 
from relegation, has also been 
shown the door, along with fellow 
defender Jon McDonald and for¬ 
mer Eastleigh centre-back Chris 
Holland. 

Players already under contract 
at Westleigh Park are Chris 
Arthur, Eddie Hutchinson, Steve 
Ramsey, Perry Ryan, Sam Pearce, 
Ryan Woodford and Christian 
Nanetti. 

And joining them are Scott 
Jones, Ollie Palmer and Harvey 
Whyte whose contract options 
have been taken up. 

Paul Hinshelwood and Jake 
Newton will sign new contracts, 
while former AFC Bournemouth 
goalkeeper Dan Thomas, who had 
a spell on loan with Ritchie at AFC 


Totton, has penned a two-year 
deal. 

Ex-Aldershot midfielder Bobby 
Hopkinson has been offered a 
three-month contract to prove his 
fitness and negotiations are ongo¬ 
ing with ex-Pompey and 
Bournemouth man Sammy Igoe. 

Dan Thompson went back to 
Portsmouth at the end of his loan, 
while Leon Cashman and ex-Saints 
youngster Bobby Scott are not 
expected to return to the club - the 
latter after a spell in the Wessex 
League with Blackfield & Langley. 

Ritchie’s first game at the Hawks 
helm will be a friendly at Selsey on 
July 10. 

That will be swiftly followed by 
the annual showdown with 
Portsmouth on July 14. 

The League One side are expected 
to take their full squad to 
Westleigh Park. 



STUART RITCHIE 


Stacey is 
new boss 

RINGWOOD Town have appointed 
Rod Stacey as their new boss follow¬ 
ing a managerial U-turn. 

Will Heggan was named as Wayne 
Lockey’s successor in January and 
had been due to take charge of the 
Sydenhams One outfit this summer. 

But a club statement confirmed that 
a re-think had been required due to 
Heggan’s “family and work commit¬ 
ments.” 

Coaches Shalva Khechuashvili and 
Mike Buxton have joined as part of 
Stacey’s backroom team. 

Stacey and Khechuashvili have 
worked together at Hamworthy United 
and Poole Town for the past three sea¬ 
sons. Buxton has many years experi¬ 
ence as a youth coach. 

Steve Steele and Andy Graves have 
stepped down as caretaker managers 
having taken the reins when Lockey 
departed for Laverstock & Ford. 

Graves has been retained as goalkeep¬ 
ing coach. 

Town, meanwhile, have gained spon¬ 
sorship which they are using to com¬ 
pletely renovate the Long Lane playing 
surface. 

It means there will be no pre-season 
matches on the main arena before 
August 4 and, ideally, not until a possi¬ 
ble home draw in the FA Cup extra 
preliminary round on August 11. 

The club is, however, fortunate to 
have adjoining ‘feeder’ and training 
pitches and the pre-season schedule is 
already taking place. 

There will be trials for the club’s 
under-18 squad on June 6 (6.30pm) at 
the Long Lane ground. 

Main winners of Ringwood’s end-of- 
season awards were Charlie Pierson 
(players’ player) and Ryan Osman 
(manager’s player). 

Josh Brown received a special 
award and there was special mention 
of Jim Edwards and Aubrey Hodder. 

Hammers 

award 

HAMWORTHY United’s 12 points out 
of 12 end to the season won them 
the Sydenhams Premier Division’s 
club-of-the-month award for April. 

Simon Browne’s men did not put a 
foot wrong in the final four weeks of 
the campaign, chalking up succes¬ 
sive wins over Blackfield & Langley, 
Downton, Alton and Brading to finish 
seventh in the table. 

The Hammers are looking to 
strengthen at all levels next season. 
Anyone confident they can play in 
either the Sydenhams Premier, 
Magna Dorset Premier League or 
Dorset Youth League should ring 
club secretary Peter Gallop on 07897 
959270 or first-team manager Simon 
Browne on 07866 187395. 

Fleet Spurs won the Sydenhams 
One club-of-the-month award for 
April. 

Celebration 

SYDENHAMS One runners-up AFC 
Portchester and Fareham Borough 
Council are holding a Jubilee 
Celebration at the club’s Wicor 
Reacreation Ground home next 
Sunday (June 3, midday until late). 

Activities will include making Jubilee 
and Olympic souvenirs, face painting, 
traditional games, live music, a 
licensed bar, BBC, dance demonstra¬ 
tions and lots more. 
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JOSH Hawkins joined Rickie 
Lambert in an exclusive club of 
two players to have scored hat- 
tricks at St Mary’s this season. 

The Sky Blues striker struck three 
times as his side lifted the City of 
Southampton Youth League’s Kim 
Rose under-18 Salvage Cup by beat¬ 
ing St Francis Rangers 6-3. 

In front of a noisy crowd of 434, 
Division 3 underdogs Rangers 
matched their Division 1 opponents 
for long periods until late on in the 
game. 

Two late goals eventually sealed 
Sky Blues’ victory, but it was far 
from the rout the scoreline might 
indicate. 

Hawkins had opened the scoring 
for Sky Blues when he volleyed 
home after only five minutes. 

Tom Pike levelled for St Francis six 
minutes later with a powerful head¬ 
er from a corner. 

Pike nearly repeated the trick with¬ 
in minutes when his header hit the 
post and bounced to safety. 

St Francis keeper Dominic Ford 
did well to save at the feet of Liam 
Jannaway as play flowed from end- 
to-end. 

Ford plunged to his right to make a 
wonderful diving save from Hawkins' 
powerfully struck free-kick. 
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CELEBRATION TIME: Sky 

Blues have scored again. 

Order no: 144248251 

CELEBRATION TIME: Mason 
Brown, below, has just scored. 

Order no: 14424869 


Oliver Cross made a captain’s 
intervention to save his side when he 
made a last-ditch tackle to prevent 
the lively Scorey from scoring for 
Rangers on 39 minutes. 

Rangers were soon 
defending at the other 
end but couldn’t pre- 
vent Hawkins from 
regaining the lead 4 * rfV 
for his side two min¬ 
utes later. Sky ^ 


Blues’ lively 
winger, 

Mason 
Brown, 
jinked 
down 
the left 
before 
picking 
out 
Hawkins, 
leaving him 
an easy task 
slot home from close 


range. 

As half-time appr¬ 
oached, St Francis were 
testing the Sky Blues 
back-four with long- 
balls, but keeper James 
Mintram was quick off 
his line and thwarted 
the danger. 

Into the second 
half and after lots of 
activity at both 
ends, there was a 
flurry of goalmouth 
action that saw 
Lewis Scorey 


equalise 
for St 

Francis, followed immediately by 
Brown restoring Sky Blues’ lead. 

Ashley Leach made it 4-2 by 
shooting home after keeper Ford 
had spilled a long-range shot at his 
feet. 


St Francis, led by skipper Ross 
Munro, weren’t giving up, though, 
and Matt Wilson pulled the score 
back to 4-3. 

Man of the match Bradley 
Snelling tried his luck from all of 
35 yards and Ford had to 
backpedal to catch the ball under 
the bar. 

More Sky Blues pressure saw a 
shot cleared off the line and Leach 
had another effort cleared off the 
line. 

Sandhu made a great run down 
the wing for St Francis and it took 
a desperate tackle to prevent him 
getting his shot in. 

Hawkins struck from distance, 
past a statuesque Ford, to make it 


WE’VE DONE IT: Sky Blues 
captain Ollie Cross. 


Order no: 


5-3 and complete his hat-trick as 
the game neared the end of the 90 
minutes. 

Then Sandhu again broke 
through to see his shot beat 


Mintram only 
Scott to clear oi 
St Francis v 
attacking and 
Blues defender 
danger to keep 
again. 

A hard shot i 
referee Shelby 
appeals for a pe 
Finally, anoth 
shot was spillec 
ing the ever-da 
easy task to cor 
Mason, who p 
ball for GE Hi 
match on the le: 
field but endec 
Leach was take 
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SKY BLUE IS THE COLOUR: Sky 

Blues with their silverware. 

Order no: 14424856. 




HIGH FIVE: Josh Hawkins, second right, is congratulat¬ 
ed after one of his three goals. order no: 14424871 
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HAT-TRICK: Josh Hawkins, right. 


Order no: 14424838 
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for captain Dan 
T the line, 
rere still counter- 
it needed the Sky 
s to be alert to the 
them from scoring 

struck a hand but 
Davis waved away 
malty. 

Ler Sky Blues long- 
1 by Mintram, leav- 
ngerous Mason an 
nplete the scoring, 
lays Saturday foot- 
amble, started the 
ft hand side of mid- 
l it up front, after 
n off. 


Sky Blues boss Mike Kingston 
said: “We’re absolutely delighted. 

“If anyone had offered us possi¬ 
bly second place in the league and 
a cup win at the start of the season 
I would have said ‘thank you very 
much!’ 

“St Francis were very strong for 
their age. 

“Most of their players are proba¬ 
bly in their first year at this age 
group, while most of ours are in 
their second.” 

Though Sky Blues’ CoSYL life is 
almost over - they were playing 
their last league game this week¬ 
end against Division 1 champs QK 
Southampton - the team will still 
be together next season. 

Having started out with 



Kingston as manager as an under- 
9 side back in the Eastleigh & 
District Mini League, the players 
will now embark on their adult 
league careers in 2012/13. 

Taking part in the City of 
Southampton Sunday League’s 
under-21 division was a possibili¬ 
ty, but Kingston said they will 
almost certainly go straight into 
the adult league instead. 

“The lads are 
always a pleas¬ 
ure to work 
with,” he 
said. “What’s 
there not to 
like about car¬ 
rying on?” 



HAT-TRICK HERO: Josh 
Hawkins, left, in action 
against St Francis. 

Order no: 14424828 
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Even more 
momentous 

DERBY week is always a momentous 
time in racing - but this year has extra 
resonance as Epsom on Saturday 
marks the start of the Queen's Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations. 

Of course, Her Majesty has had a life¬ 
long association with the sport, and the 
Diamond Jubilee Coronation Cup has 
been temporarily renamed and moved 
from Friday to give added weight to 
Derby Day. 

The Queen will not be represented in 
the premier Classic but no doubt will be 
as eager as anyone to catch the next 
instalment of Camelot. 

Still unbeaten after living up to all the 
hype in winning the 2000 Guineas at 
Newmarket, he is bred to come into his 
own over the Derby trip. 

All the more enticing is that victory 
could tempt Aidan O'Brien and the 
Coolmore powerbrokers to aim the son 
of Montjeu at the St Leger, in a bid to 
become the first since Nijinsky in 1970 
to lift the Triple Crown. 

There will be those out to spoil the 
party, though, not least the massed 
ranks of the Highclere Thoroughbred 



STAR BILLING: Jockey 
Joseph O’Brien and 
Camelot. 

syndicate responsible for Bonfire. 

Andrew Balding’s colt advertised his 
credentials with a convincing enough 
success in the Dante Stakes at York, 
undisputedly still the leading Derby trial. 

David Lanigan, one-time assistant to 
Sir Henry Cecil, could also have his say, 
with the Niarchos family-owned Main 
Sequence another coming into the race 
unbeaten and impressive in the Lingfield 
Derby Trial. 

The O'Brien-trained St Nicholas 
Abbey is due to be the leading act in 
the Coronation Cup as he goes for 
back-to-back wins in the Group One 
showpiece. 

Twelve months ago the former top- 
class two-year-old really got his career 
back on track when mowing down star 
mare Midday, and went on to claim 
glory in the Breeders' Cup Turf later in 
the year. 

He will have to step up markedly on 
his reappearance at the Curragh, but is 
fully expected to do so. 

Friday is all about the Investec Oaks, 
with O’Brien’s Maybe and Kissed lead¬ 
ing the way for Ireland. 

A tremendous week starts to get really 
exciting as early as Thursday, when the 
best evening card of the year in Britain 
takes place at Sandown. 

Star of the show is set to be Nathaniel 
in the Betfair Brigadier Stakes as the 
Gosden-trained King George winner 
makes his eagerly-awaited four-year-old 
bow before possibly crossing swords 
with Frankel at some stage. 


City of Southampton Youth League U16 Cup final 




GOAL: Jordan Prince makes it 2-0. 


Order no: 14426180 



CUP FINAL ACTION Order no: 14426407, left, and 14426234 


EASTLEIGH retained the City of 
Southampton Youth League’s 
under-16 Challenge Cup final 
at St Mary’s. 

A crowd of 371 saw Dave 
Hazelgrove’s Spitfires overcome 
Winchester City Red 4-0 to claim 
their second successive piece of 
Challenger Trophies of Totton- 
sponsored silverware, writes 
ALAN JOHNS. 

It was a fairly even game in 
which Eastleigh’s strikers were 
the difference. 

Eastleigh, who finished runners- 
up in the under-16 league, a 
place ahead of Winchester, 
punished defensive lapses 
to make the scoreline a 
little flattering. 

Jake Chambers had 
the first effort as the 
sides tested each 
other out in mid- 
field. 

Eastleigh keeper 
Tom Cofey was put 
under early pressure 
but dealt confidently 
with several searching 
high-balls into his goal 
area and was always 
quick off his line to 
thwart any balls over the cam 
top of his central defenders. 

Brad Fountain opened the scor¬ 
ing for Eastleigh and Jordon 
Prince added a second, timing his 
run at the far post to beat keeper 
Christian Dewey. 

Dylan Knight had a couple of 
good opportunities to add further 
goals, firstly with a solo run that 
ended with him shooting wide and 
then a toe-poke that went just 
wide when under pressure. 

Eastleigh were making most of 
their runs down the left wing, 
where Brad Doyle was giving the 
defence a hard-time. 


Reds’ Nick Carr Jones hit a 25 
yarder that was tipped round for a 
corner and saw another good 
effort deflected wide. 

Callum Lombard was lively in 
Eastleigh’s midfield, and with 
Chambers, Jordon Batty and 
Doyle formed the majority of his 
side’s attacking efforts. 

Batty made it 3-0 just before the 
hour mark, reacting first to shoot 
home amid a goalmouth 
scramblE. 

The same player added a fourth 
20 minutes later to seal Eastleigh’s 
victory. 

Tyler Emmanuel was a lively 
second-half substitute for 
Eastleigh as they showed 
their strength in depth 
by ringing the 
changes. 

Strikers Dylan 
Knight and Prince 
caused problems for 
Reds, supported in 
midfield by 

Chambers and Batty. 
Winchester continual¬ 
ly pushed forward but 
failed to conjure any luck in 
front of goal, despite cre¬ 
ating a number of 
g n decent chances. 

Travis Brewer shot high 
and wide from distance and Josh 
Addo headed tamely into keeper 
Dewey’s hands. Jack O'Grady shot 
straight at the keeper. 

Winchester’s Carr Jones hit the 
post from 25 yards towards the 
end. 

The game had been played in an 
excellent spirit with very few fouls 
but in the final five minutes of 
added time an altercation ended 
with Doyle being dismissed after 
receiving two yellow cards in 
quick succession from referee 
Colin Hazeldine. 
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City of Southampton Youth League U16 Cup final 


GOAL: Jordan Batty, top right, makes it 3-0. Order no: 14426252 (top), 14426396 (above left) and 14426295. 

Sneaky Nuts the champions! 


SNEAKY Nuts have won the annu¬ 
al Peter Symonds College 5-a-side 
football title. 

The team of lower sixth students 
- Sam Jenkins, Dan Robertson, 
Alex Freemantle, Martin 
Buckthorpe, Sam Fowler, Brad 
Appleby and Jonny Ngomuo - beat 
Comets 5-1 in the final. 

Having won all of their group 


games, and a quarter final, Sneaky 
Nuts, a team of largely former 
Wildern School pupils, demolished 
the imaginatively named 
“Deportivo lack-a-talent” in the 
semi-final by a record 15-3 margin. 

Comets were an upper sixth side 
team of former Kings’ School pupils 
Ben Davies, Tom Barnes, Ziggy 
Redstall, Rhys Kibble, Adam 


SNEAKY NUTS: Back (from left): Sam Jenkins (Cantell), Dan 
Robertson (Wyvern), Alex Freemantle, Martin Buckthorpe 
(Wildern). Front: Sam Fowler, Brad Appleby, Jonny Ngomuo. 


Lusty, Alex Gray and Mike 
Gibbons. 

“In eight years of running this 
tournament, this was the best per¬ 
formance I have seen” said compe¬ 
tition organiser Paul Rispin. 

“The early stages of the final were 
cagey. 

“Eventually the deadlock was bro¬ 
ken with a moment of skill from 


Jonny Ngomuo, who beat two men 
before drilling the ball home.” 

Further Sneaky Nuts goals came 
from Sam Jenkins (2), Martin 
Buckthorpe and Alex Freemantle. 

The winners are all year 12 stu¬ 
dents, so will be back next year to 
try to become the first team to ever 
win back-to-back Peter Symonds 5- 
a-side titles. 



COMETS: Ben Davies, Tom Barnes, Ziggy Redstall, Rhys 
Kibble, Adam Lusty, Alex Gray and Mike Gibbons (Kings). 


KEEP VP TO DATE WITH SPORT AT dailyecho.co.nk 


New role 
for Mick 
Channon 

HENRIETTA Knight is looking forward to 
the future, which will include a link-up 
with Saints legend Mick Channon, after 
announcing her retirement from the 
training ranks. 

The three-times Gold Cup-winning 
trainer, 65, will give up her National 
Hunt licence to spend more time with 
her husband, Terry Biddlecombe, who 
suffered a stroke last October. 

Knight will forever be remembered for 
her expert handling of Best Mate, who 
won three consecutive Gold Cups at 
the Cheltenham Festival between 2002- 
04. 

The majority of her string will join the 
West llsley stables of Channon, her 
close friend and neighbour. 

Based in Wantage, Oxfordshire, 

Knight saddled over 700 winners, 
beginning training in July 1989 and 
securing her first winner, The Grey 
Gunner, at Bangor a month later. 

As well as her defining association 
with Best Mate, Knight was also 
responsible for Edredon Bleu, who won 
the Queen Mother Champion Chase at 
Cheltenham in 2000 and the King 
George VI Chase at Kempton in 2003. 

The tough chaser also claimed four 
renewals of the Peterborough Chase at 
Huntingdon between 1998-2001 during 
a brilliant career. 

Other significant horses in Knight's 



DELL LEGEND: Mick 
Channon pictured at 
Goodwood this week. 


care include Impek, Racing Demon and, 
most recently, Somersby, who provided 
the trainer with her last Grade One win¬ 
ner in the Victor Chandler Chase in 
January. 

She said: "I hope that this change will 
mark the beginning of a new era and I 
am looking forward to continuing to 
handle the horses until they move to 
West llsley for their races.” 

Best Mate's breathless rise took 
Knight to a new level and put her upon 
a pedestal with the racing public. 

In addition to his three Gold Cup wins, 
the Jim Lewis-owned chaser was also 
victorious in seven other Graded races, 
including the King George VI Chase at 
Kempton in 2002. 

He died on the racecourse in 
November 2005 when suffering a heart 
attack at Exeter. 

Knight pinpointed Best Mate’s Gold 
Cup hat-trick as an obvious pinnacle of 
her career, but also underlined the 
achievements of Edredon Bleu. 

She said: “The highlight has to be 
Best Mate’s third Gold Cup - that was a 
huge thrill. Edredon Bleu winning the 
Champion Chase in 2000 with AP 
(McCoy), that was great. 

“I will actually ready them for their 
races and still have them here with my 
staff, then they will move up to Mick 
Channon and Mick’s going to train a 
few more jumpers next season. 

“He and I get on really well and it 
could be an interesting new venture.” 
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WINTER 


GATES PEUGEOT 

aR0C*EMKJ*!ST SOUTHAMPTON - ES7ABU5HED 1945 

SERVICING | MOT | WARRANTY 

PARTS | NEW & USED CAR SALES 

Collection and delivery service 
Courtesy Cars and Commuter link 




Motability ^|||P 

NIL ADVANCE DEPOSIT ON MANY OF THE 
RANGE. PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR DETAILS 

Tel: 01590 623344 


WWW.GATESPEUGEOT.COM 

Swoy Rood Brockenhurst S042 7SH 


54 THORNHILL PARK RD, 
THORNHILL, S018 5TQ 

023 80 46 36 46 

www.petvet.org.uk 


OPEN 
7 DAYS 


9MA 

tnnnpmEnsn 

‘Caring for you’ 


reclining 


From £495 


htn 


• USED EQUIPMENT 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 


AND KEEP ON SAVING 

The Vaillant Ecotec boiler included in this offer is 92% 
efficient and will reduce your fuel bills—in many cases quite 
dramatically. It also produces hot water direct from the 
boiler on demand. Your hot water tank will be redundant 
and you will only heat the water you need when you need it 


023 8036 6423 

www.heatingmyhome.com 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 


Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


Uall JNUW 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 


British & Continental Coach Holidays 

WINTER 

Nov 2012 to March 2013 


• Local pick-up points 

• Over 150 
destinations 

Short Breaks and 
Extended Tours 


I fta&dojs 

SPSchHoliday: 


j your free colour brochure and sample the 

world of Angela Holidays call 023 8040 4536 

Your FIRST CHOICE from the SOUTH 


Home Choose Carpets 


Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


SAVE NOW ON A 
NEW BOILER 

Class A Vaillant Ecotec (WHICH magazine boiler of 
the year 2011), fully fitted and equipped with digital 
programmer. FREE system Power Flush (worth £300) 
for systems ordered before 11th June 2012. 

A typical installation costs JUST £1,625 + VAT* all 
inclusive and we give a 5-year guarantee on all parts. 

*Subject to our FREE survey 

AlBSA REGAL i 

* ¥ heating and plumbing ® ¥ 


?ET VET 

w VETERINARY CLINIC 


Special Offers 
MICROCHIP your pets 
only £ 20 

General Health Screen for Cats & Dogs 
Only £89 

FREE Health Check with all vaccinations 


116 PORTSMOUTH RD, 
WOOLSTON, S019 9AP 


023 80 443 999 


Angela Holidays Ltd, Oaktree House, Lowford, Bursledon, Southampton S031 8ES 
Email: bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk www.angelaholidays.co.uk 
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over 50 s home insurance | | r j s h Superdeal 
Paying more than 


£ 143 ? 


FREE 

Parker pen t 

(Worth £7.45) 

when you get 
a quote 


Ring RIAS today to see 
if there’s good news! 

Over 50? Call RIAS to check your buildings 
and contents insurance premiums now! 

If you’re paying more than £143* per year, RIAS 
could insure you for less - that’s because we 
specialise in insuring people over 50. 

Call our UK-based advisors for a quote now! 

• £1,000,000 buildings cover and £50,000 
contents cover as standard. 

• RIAS Home Insurance has been awarded a 5 
Star Rating by Defaqto for its comprehensive 
level of cover. 

* Being over 50 
isn’t a big deal* 

Saving money 


Ilf 



on my home r 
insurance is 9 


defaqto ] 


★ ★★★★ 


"20.8% of new RIAS customers who 
took out a combined buildings and 
contents policy between 01.10.11 

and 31.12.11 paid less than £143. 

f One Parker pen per household. 

Subject to availability. 


RING RIAS FREE 


0800183 0931 

Lines are open 8.30am-8pm Mon-Fri 
& 8.30am-4pm Sat www.rias.co.uk 


♦ RIAS 

Where insurance 
gets better with age 


RIAS Pic registered office: Deansleigh House, Deansleigh Road, Bournemouth, 
Dorset BH7 7DU. Registered number: 1324965. Registered in England and Wales. 
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Insurance provided by 
RIAS Pic is not available in the Channel Islands. 


If you believe that something 
inaccurate or intrusive has 
been published about you, 
then you can come to the 
Press Complaints Commission 
for help. We’ll listen to your 
concerns and deal with your 
complaint at no cost. 

The PCC is the independent 
self-regulatory body for the 
UK newspaper and magazine 
industry. We enforce a Code 
of Practice and work to raise 
standards in the press. We 
offer a service that is fast, 
free and fair. 

We can also advise on 
concerns about material that 
hasn’t yet been published, or 
if you’re feeling harassed by 
journalists. For emergencies, 
we can be contacted at any 
time of the day or night. 


Call us on 0845 600 2757 or 
visit www.pcc.org.uk to find 
out more about the PCC and 
how we can help you. 

THE PCC: WE WILL 
ENSURE YOUR 
VOICE IS HEARD 


' PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION . 


LIMITED OFFER 


Included on your break 

• 3 nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast at the Dooleys 
Hotel 

• Entertainment some nights 

• Excursions to Dublin, Kilkenny, Tipperary & 
Waterford 

• Same coach return from Southampton, Totton, 
Eastleigh 


Single Supplement £36, Tour ref: 9M5014, Quote: Late Deal 


f 08448 11 11 26 ^ justgoholidays.com 



Celebrate your link to 
Yarmouth 


Round the 
clock sailings! 

Round the 
clock savings! 




£5 


OFF 

DAY TRIPS 
BY CAR 


Super Saver Day Return 
Saver Day Return 
Standard Car Day Return 
Wight World Attraction Packages 


ONLY! > 

£16 


FOR 2 


2 x Foot Passengers 
2 x Ferry Day Returns 
That’s only £8 each! 


NIGHT 

from ^ 




£ 15 


Dream Ticket 
Car + 4, one way 
Night sailings between 
22:30 and 03:45 


FAMILIES 


£25 


Family of 5 
Foot Passengers 
Day Return 


Hand in coupon when collecting tickets to redeem offer. 

TO BOOK, CALL 0871 376 1000 

Calls cost 7p per minute, plus network extras 
up to two hours before you wish to travel 

www.wightlink.co.uk/lymington 

Keep up to date with our latest news £ J 


WIGHTLINK 


PART OF ISLAND LIFE 


Promotional Terms & Conditions. Calls may be recorded for monitoring and training purposes. A £4 administration fee will apply to most 
vehicle bookings made via the call centre, or £ 10 when bought at a ticket office without an advance reservation. No supplements are 
payable for online reservations. Wight World Attraction offer cannot be booked online. All offers are only valid on Lymington -Yarmouth 
route. Both foot passenger offers are only valid from 28 May -22 July 2012; excluding 21,22 & 25 June 2012 and are valid after 0925 Mon-Fri, 
anytime Sat & Sun. Dream ticket from £15 offer is valid until 30 September 2012 on certain sailings. £5 off offers are valid from 28 May - 22 
July 2012. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase or ticket collection. All offers subject to availability and date and time restrictions 
apply. Offers may be withdrawn if booking numbers reached. Full details can be found online or by calling the number above. Standard and 
promotional terms and conditions apply. E&OE 


Students love us! 

THE Open University 
ranks in the Top 3 UK 
universities for student 
satisfaction, and has done 
since the National Student 
Survey began in 2005. 

Alastair Coleman 
(Social Sciences 
graduate) 

“I got ample 
support from my 
tutor and course-mates. This 
was vital to me as I got used to 
studying and holding down a 
full-time job.” 

Tim McMahon 

(History graduate) “The Open 
University gave me a new 
focus after I found myself 
unexpectedly with a disabling 
condition in my early fifties — it 
was literally a life-saver.” 




Chris Hillyer 
(Social Sciences 
graduate) 

“Studying with 
The Open 
University was a positive 
experience. It helped to give 
me confidence as well as a 
degree that opened a door 
for me. 

The backgrounds of the 
people studying were varied 
and perhaps not too far from 
Harold Wilson’s vision as a 
university for the working 
class, and gives people a 
second chance who did not 
have much of one to begin 
with.” 

"It helped to give me 
confidence as well as a 
degree that opened a 
door for me." 



Dave Knibb 
(Chemistry and 
Physics graduate) 

“The local study 
groups were 
wonderful — the 
tutors were knowledgeable and 
taught me to think differently. 
When I went for my present 
job, my employer said my Open 
University degree proved I could 
learn new skills even at my age!” 


For more information or to 
get your free 2012 guide, visit 

www.openuniversity.co.uk/ 
news or call 0845 450 5473, 

quoting MANAEA 
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Sarisbury 
event a 
success 

SARISBURY Sparks held their Bi- 
Annual Anglo/German tourna¬ 
ment at Coal Park Lane. 

The club’s friends from TSV 
Oberbruden, near Stuttgart, 
arrived on Friday lunchtime and 
the German boys paired up and 
stayed with Sarisbury players’ 
families, while arpund 30 parents 
and officials stayed at a local 
hotel. 

Sarisbury chairman Joe Line 
said: “A whole weekend of 
events was arranged and it was a 
great success. 

“The tournament was an all day 
11a side event and was officiat¬ 
ed by Hants FA referees and 
local Tyro sides took part. 

“It was a great day and we have 
received numerous complimenta¬ 
ry messages from the various 
teams since the event.” 

An evening at Sarisbury 



CELEBRATION TIME: A 

Hythe & Dibden Hawks 
player after scoring a goal 
in his side’s semi-final. 

Working Men’s Club last Sunday 
saw speeches, gifts exchanged 
and a live band. 

Peter Troll, the TSV Oberbruden 
chairman, invited Sarisbury to 
Germany next year. 

“That will be the 20th anniver¬ 
sary of us exchanging visits,” 
said Line. 

Hythe & Dibden Hawks won the 
event, beating Testwood on a 
penalty shoot-out in the final 
after a goalless draw. 

Sarisbury Sparks under-13 
Amber claimed third place after a 
2-1 penalty shoot-out win against 
Michelmersh, following another 
0-0 draw. 

Final places 

1st - Hythe & Dibden Hawks 
2nd - Testwood 
3rd - Sarisbury SU13 Amber 
4th - Michelmarsh & Timsbury 
5th - Townhill Lingland 
6th - Sarisbury Black U13 
7th - Sarisbury U12 Black 
8th - TSV Oberbruden 
9th - Sarisbury U12 Amber 


SATURDAY, MAY 26, 2012 


Salisbury Sparks’ youth Anglo-German event... 




• SAINTS academy’s first 
ever Polish player, Kamil 
Komsta, was the VIP guest 
at his former club 
Townhill Lingland’s annu¬ 
al presentation ceremony. 

Komsta will be coaching 
the club’s youngsters next 
season. 

Townhill awards 
Under-lOs 

Top goalscorer - Joseph 
Chambers 

Most improved player - 
Julian Bulatek 
Manager’s player of the 
year - Joe Green 
Players’ player of the year 
- Joe Green 
Under 13 winners 
Most Improved Player - 
Jack Akroyd 
Managers Player - Carlo 
Raucci 

Parents Player - Jack 
Akroyd 

Parents Player - Ryan 
Caws 

Player Player - Luke 
Biffin 


GOT A TOOTH STORY FOR VS? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.u]( 
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Salisbury Sparks’ youth Anglo-German event 


III 



WE’VE HAD A 
GREAT DAY: A 
selection of the play¬ 
ers who appeared in 
Sarisbury’s Anglo- 
German event. 


County 

cup 

winners 


THE Hampshire Schools 
FA Under-16 girls foot¬ 
ball team have won the 
National final of the 
English Schools FA Cup. 

They kept their nerve to 
win a penalty shoot-out 
against Lancashire Schools 
after a 3-3 after extra time 
draw at Barnet’s Underhill 
ground. 

Hampshire won the penal¬ 
ty shoot out by scoring all 
five penalties while goal¬ 
keeper Lauren Medhurst 
pulled off a great save. 


WE’VE WON THE CUP: Back (from left): Lucy Harper (coach), Atlanta Primus - Southampton, Alice 
Weaving - Basingstoke, Lauren Medhurst - Southampton, Emma Field - Southampton, Julia Moulton - 
Alton, Laura Rafferty (captain) - Southampton, Vanessa Raynbird (manager). Middle: Megan Fox - 
Southampton, Rowan Treagus - IOW, Zoe Saunders - Basingstoke, Molly Dineen - Southampton, Lucy 
Caunt - Southampton. Front: Nicole Keen - Southampton, Millie Farrow - Fareham, Ellie Bloomfield - 
Portsmouth, Jodie Brett - Fareham, Chloe Dark - Gosport. 


Many of the winning team 
play for Hampshire FA 
Girls Centre of Excellence, 
who are based at Wide Lane 
in Eastleigh, and live in the 
Southampton area. 


Two of the team are mem¬ 
bers of the Chelsea Girls 
Centre of Excellence, 
though both Jodie Brett and 
Millie Farrow live in the 
Fareham area. 


After early qualifying 
matches, Hampshire beat 
Essex 5-1 in the quarter 
final and Middlesex 2-1 in 
the semi-final to become 
southern area champions. 


Jodie Brett and Millie 
Farrow both scored for 
Hampshire at Underhill, 
with Atlanta Primus 
(Hampshire Centre of 
Excellence) also on target. 
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1 In tennis, who is the defending 
women’s French Open champion? 

2 Which manager has guided York back 
to the Football League after an eight- 
year absence? 

3 Which current Formula One team 
began life as Toleman back in 1981? 

4 Zara Dampney and Shauna Mullin 
represent Great Britain in which Olympic 
sport? 

5 With which team did legendary quar¬ 
terback Roger Staubach win two Super 
Bowl rings in the 1970s? 

6 How old is West Indies batsman 
Shivnarine Chanderpaul? 

7 Where do York City play their home 
matches? 

8 What is the name of Montreal's NHL 
team? 

9 Blackburn defender Adam Henley has 
been called up by which country? 

10 What nationality is golfer Nicolas 
Colsaerts? 

11 Former Chelsea striker Nicolas 
Anelka now plays for which team? 

12 What was the name of Jonny 
Bairstow's wicketkeeper father? 

13 Jodi Ewart plays which sport? 

14 Where is this year's Ryder Cup being 
held? 



JAMES MILNER 

15 Mike Trout, Mike Carp and Anthony 
Bass are all associated with which 
sport? 

16 England midfielder James Milner 
began his career at which club? 

17 Luke Wright plays cricket for which 
county? 

18 Charles Pic drives for which Formula 
One team? 

19 Scott Grix plays for which Stobart 
Super League club? 

20 Danny Care plays for which Aviva 
Premiership club? 

21 Name the coach of the Australia 
Rugby Union team? 

22 Which Scottish club did Roberto 
Martinez play for? 

23 Aaron Cook is a two-time European 
champion at which Olympic sport? 

24 Malcolm Glazer is the owner of 
which NFL franchise? 

25 Heikki Kovalainen races for which 
Formula One team? 


ANSWERS 
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AFC Totton six a side youth tournament 2012 +++ AFC Totton 



WINNERS: Winsor Under- 
11 s with their silverware. 
Submitted pic. 

WIN-sor 

penalty 

success 

WINSOR Under-11 kept their cool to 
win their age group at the AFC 
Totton six a side tournament at 
Testwood Stadium. 

The side won both their semi final 
and final on penalties, after earlier 
wins in the group stage against 
Sholing and Pace. 

Some of the team had been 
involved in the tournament the pre¬ 
vious year when they had lost the 
Under-10 final. 

The winning team were Ellis Davis 
(capt), George Coombs, George 
Nutt, Dan Head, Tom Lycett, Ryan 
Jeffery, Tristan Ford and Alex 
Effeny. 

TOURNAMENT WINNERS 

Under 9: Pickwick Youth beat Winsor 
2-0 

Under 10: AFC Portchester beat 
Whiteley Wanderers 2-0 
Under 11: Winsor won on penalties. 
Under 12: Grange Athletic beat 
Testwood United. 

Under 13: Pace Pumas beat Pompey 
Pirates 1 -0 

Under 14: University of Portsmouth 
beat Gurnard Youth. 



WARSASH WASPS 

Order no: 14426927 



GOT A YOUTH FOOTBALL STORY? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.iil< 
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six a side youth tournament 2012 +++ 



FAWLEY FALCONS 


Order no: 14427036 


WESTON SPORTS 


Order no: 14427083 



Monty: My Autobiography 
By Colin Montgomerie 

Sportsbookofthemonth.com 

price: £10.40 saving 48% on rrp 

Every golfer alive revisits shots, both 
good and bad. 

For every lucky chip in and self-congrat¬ 
ulatory down-the-middle drive, there’s an 
unbelievably poor shanked five iron and, 
invariably, a simple missed putt from inside 
two feet. 

Amateur hackers frequently experience 
the highs of satisfaction and the deep lows 
of despair during the same round, whereas 
professionals eliminate them because they 
know how to. 

One professional familiar with eliminating 
errors from his game is Colin 
Montgomerie. 

Good enough to have won a golfing 
scholarship to university in the US, Monty 
turned professional in 1987 with the golf 
world at his feet. 

Over the next two decades, the Scot 
won more than forty international tourna¬ 
ments, remained undefeated in Ryder Cup 
singles matches and claimed an unprece¬ 
dented eight European Order of Merit 
titles. 

Yet he remains known as the best golfer 
never to win a major crown. 

How he didn’t is a mystery and, as he 
reveals in an often candid, amusing and 
extremely readable autobiography, when 
presented with his greatest opportunity, he 
blew it. 

That opportunity arrived in the 2006 US 
Open at Winged 
Foot. 

It is, writes 
Montgomerie, 

“the major near 
miss which can 
still wake me up 
in the middle of 
the night.” 

As Monty 
seemed destined 
to break his major 
duck, it is still 
incredible to 
recall how he 
missed out. 

After playing a perfect drive on the final 
hole, which was so good it won the 
European Tour’s Shot of the Month award, 
the Scot needed only to chip a seven iron 
onto an inviting green and, at worst, two- 
putt to claim the title. 

Forced to wait 15 minutes as his playing 
opponent, Vijay Singh, searched for a lost 
ball, doubts permeated Monty’s mind. 

Should he take a seven? Perhaps a six? 
Has the wind direction changed? 

“He who hesitates is lost,” he writes and 
in the split second it takes to strike a golf 
ball, he knew instantly that the shot was 
heavy - he landed in the rough to the side 
of the putting surface and finished with a 
double-bogey six. 

Montgomerie is mindful that he’ll be for¬ 
ever remembered for that one lousy shot, 
but it would be wrong were it to define his 
career. 

A determined perfectionist who, since 
retiring from the full-time professional 
ranks has become one of the best golfing 
commentators around, his autobiography 
proves he does, like every golfer, actually 
possess a sense of humour. 

Quiz question 

We’ve teamed up with Sports Book of 
the Month & have a copy of Monty to give 
away. To win this week’s sports book, go 
to www.sportsbookofthemonth.com and 
answer the following question: 

How many times did Colin 
Montgomerie finish second in a golf 
‘major’? 
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Morris Cerullo 

.TMay May 31st 7:00pm 



Victory Goopd Church, 
The Victory Centre, 

154-156 Portewood Road, 


Accident \'3 ountry & ttages 

Injury? 


Travel Offer 




• No Win No Fee 

• Keep 100% 
ofyour 

compensation 

•ISO 9001 Quality 
Assured Service 
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SOLICITORS 

can: 08451898324 

• Free home visits • Lines open 24/7 
• Consulting offices throughout the region 


Move your property 
to the perfect location 

• A specialist manager who's local to you 

• The industry's largest database of customers 

• A free listing on www.cottages4you.co.uk 
(with over 12m visitors per year) 


Request your free owner information pack today 

can 0845 268 0674 

Or visit: www.letmycottage.co.uk 


Experience the 

rewards of fostering.. 

Rainbow Fostering is an established 
independent fostering agency committed to 
offering quality services to foster children 
and their foster parents. We are looking for 
Carers who are willing to provide a good home 
for all types of children and young 
people as well as individuals/couples who have 
experience with caring for young people. 

A child comes into care and needs a foster family 
every 22 minutes across the UK. Fostering Fortnight is 
around the corner and we are keen to take this opportunity 
to highlight the nationwide shortage of foster carers needed to 
care for looked after children. We have an exciting campaign underway and 
are focused on recruiting more foster carers to meet this demand. We are particularly keen to 
take on single male applicants, as well as people who can offer a home to sibling groups or parent and 
child groups. We will provide comprehensive training and support, whilst we nurture you through your 
fostering career. There are many children waiting for a suitable foster home and you could be just the 
right family they are looking for. Please telephone us for an information pack or look at our website for 
details on our Fostering Fortnight drop in sessions. What are you waiting for? 

All you need is... 

• A spare bedroom 

• A safe and caring environment 

We Offer... 

• 24 hour telephone support 

• Your own dedicated, experienced social worker 

• Therapeutic Support from an experienced Psychotherapist 

• A professional fee 

• Free comprehensive training throughout the year, across all areas of foster care to enable 
you to succeed in fostering 

• Social events throughout the year including a summer BBQ and Foster Carers Awards Dinner 

• Paid respite for long term carers 

If you are interested in making a difference to the lives of young people in care or 
know of someone who is, then contact the Rainbow Recruitment Team on: 

01256 832833 

info@rainbowfostering.co.uk 
www.rainbowfostering.co.uk 
Become our facebook friend on> 
www.facebook.com/rainbowfostering 


Escape to the tranquil island of Alderney 
only 45 minutes away 



Rainbow 

ROlTtURI 


INVESTOR ESI FHOm 


From £ 168 * per person per break 

INCLUDES RETURN FLIGHTS FROM SOUTHAMPTON TO ALDERNEY AND 1 NIGHT B&B. 

Why not take a break away and enjoy a night at 
Alderney's luxurious Braye Beach Hotel, situated on the 
edge of the stunning white sands and turquoise blue sea 
of Braye Beach itself. Whether you are seeking delicious 
cuisine, relaxing walks along the unspoilt coast, playing a 
spot of golf or simply recharging your batteries, Alderney 
is the ideal destination and is only 45 minutes away. 


/ho 


HOTEL ALDERNEY 

★ ★ ★ ★ 



For details visit www.brayebeach.com 
or email reservations@brayebeach.com 

Freephone 0800 316 0314, quoting Daily Echo 

f Like us on Facebook.com/BrayeBeachHotel 
for more information and special offers 

*Prices are correct at time of going to print and rates quoted are per person per break based on 2 people sharing a 
Silver Room May to September subject to availability. Offer available throughout 2012, rates may vary. Additional 
nights available on a pro rata basis. Inclusive of return flights from Southampton to Alderney, subject to availability. 






Four-Star 

Rome 

Pompeii & the 
Amalfi Coast 

Departs 7 July 2012 

Includes • Return flights to 
Italy from Bournemouth 
• Return airport to hotel 
transfers • Three nights’ 
dinner, bed & breakfast 
accommodation at the four- 
star San Marco, Fiuggi • Four 
nights’ dinner, bed & 
breakfast accommodation at 
the four-star Hotel San 
Pietro, Maiori • Included 
visits & attractions 
• The services of a Tour 
Manager in resort 


Book & see holidays online: 
www.newmarket.travel/ncs 


Brochures & bookings: 

0843 316 1124 

quoting code NCS 


£75pp discount it booked by 30 Apr 2012, applies to 
selected holidays on Newmarket Charter Flights to 
lestinations as shown. Offer subject to availability.Coas 

Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. 
ATOL protected 2325. 

Calls charged at 4p per min. 


Add your 

Home 

Services 

business 

FREE 


...easy to use 

local home 
services 

online guide 

dkh2fvtd 

click2find.co.uk 



BEDS, MATTRESSES, CARPETS, FLOORING & BEDROOM FURNITURE 


EXPERT ADVICE! 

+ WE'LL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE WRITTEN QUOTE!! FREE LOCAL DELIVERY! 



Open 7 days Carpet Barn & Bedstore: Parham Drive, Boyatt Wood Industrial Estate, Eastleigh, Tel: 02380 653600 www.carpetsandbeds.com 
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A glorious tradition 



HISTORY: Goodwood has been a racing high spot for 200 years. 


G oodwood lends 
itself to nostalgia, 
being one of the 
few race courses 
in the country where the 
view from the stands has 
barely changed over the 
years. 

The scene would have been 
remarkably similar 200 years ago, 
when Shoestrings landed the 
inaugural running of the Goodwood 
Cup in 1812. 

On that day Shoestrings won a 
race which would evolve into one of 
Europe’s premier staying contests. 

The bicentenary renewal of the 
Artemis Goodwood Cup on August 
2 this year will attract some of the 
finest horses to race over this 
distance. 

It was ever thus for an event 
which served up a royal winner 
within ten renewals, and has 
attracted a succession of the turf’s 
most noble thoroughbreds. So 
much so, the Goodwood Cup carved 
out for itself a unique piece of his¬ 
tory in 1878, when it was won by 
Kincsem, the legendary Hungarian 
mare, on her sole start in Britain. 

As much as its history, the 
Goodwood Cup represents the most 
picturesque two-mile journey 


undertaken by any equine star in 
Britain. On leaving the stalls, run¬ 
ners negotiate a gentle left-hand 
bend before making two sharp 
right-handed turns over constantly 
undulating terrain. 

Another gentle left-hander leads 
them towards the turn for home, 
when horses still have the best part 
of five furlongs left to run. 

If Goodwood is acknowledged as 
one of the world’s most beautiful 
racecourses, it is seen at its best in 
the running of the Goodwood Cup. 

When it resumed in 1825 it was 
run over two miles and five 
furlongs, as opposed to the original 
race distance of three miles. 

George IV 

It quickly assumed high status. 
King George IV won it with Fleur 
de Lis in 1829, and when the horse 
returned to repeat his triumph 12 
months later he was by then racing 
for his brother, William IV, who 
also owned the second and third 
horses home. 

However, in 1831, Fleur de Lis 
came unstuck in her hattrick bid 
when she was beaten by Priam, 
who became the first Derby winner 
to win the Goodwood Cup. 

By the middle of the 19th century 
it was commonplace to see Derby 




winners contest the Goodwood Cup. 

The advent of the Second World 
War saw some thoroughbreds 
owned by Marcel Boussac, the 
doyen of breeders in France, seized 
by invading Nazi forces and taken to 
Germany for propaganda. But that 
didn’t stop Boussac winning the 
first post-war renewal with Marsyas 
in 1946. 

The home team was urgently in 
need of a lift, which arrived in the 
handsome shape of Alycidon in 
1949. Lord Derby’s home-bred colt 
followed up his victory in the Ascot 
Gold Cup by winning both the 
Goodwood Cup and Doncaster Cup, 
in the process anointing himself 
the inaugural winner of the 
stayers’ triple crown. 

Alycidon’s triumph marked the 
start of a golden era for the 
Goodwood Cup. Many fine runners 
showed their mettle at Goodwood, 
among them the illustrious Irish- 
trained mare, Gladness, and 
Predominate, who was the July 
Festival’s counterpart to Brown 
Jack at Royal Ascot. 

The distance of the Goodwood 
Cup was reduced by five furlongs to 
two miles in 1990. 
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The cup of 
kings... 
and queens 


The Goodwood Cup is always 
a much anticipated race for 
both horse-racing enthusi¬ 
asts and punters alike, as 
some of the best flat- 
racing horses compete in 
this Group Two race. 

The royal family, with its 
well-known love of horse¬ 
racing, has had a long and 
unique connection with the 
race, with the Queen taking 
the cup in 1965 with 
Apprentice, and then again 
the following year, when 
Gaulois was first past the 
winning post. 

The race takes place each 
year at the five-day Glorious 
Goodwood meeting in July 
and it is one of the main bet¬ 
ting opportunities for the 
week. 

Usually, the race takes 
place on the third day and 
involves a two-mile trip, with 
horses aged three years old 
and over competing. 

Several horses have come 
back to win the race for a 
second and even third 
time - Double 
Trigger (1995, 

1997, 1998), 

Persian Punch 
(2001, 2003) 
and Yeats 
(2006, 2008) 
have all 
achieved the 
feat. 

WINNER 
The Queen has 
twice taken the 
Goodwood 
Cup. 
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Although no letters from 
George IV have survived 
among the Goodwood 
archives, it was only by a 
whisker that Goodwood 
missed having him, when he 
was Prince of Wales, at the 
first race meeting in 1801, as 
he was staying nearby, at 
Uppark, but was called away 
at the last minute. 

In 1829 he won the 
Goodwood Cup with Fleur de 
Lis, a fitting end to his racing 
career, as it was the last one 
he was able to race. 

During race week the fol¬ 
lowing year, he was at 
Windsor Castle on what he 
thought was his deathbed, 
but even then he was so 
keen to know the 
results of the rac¬ 
ing that a relay of post 
boys ran between 
Windsor and Goodwood, 
carrying the results as 
they came 

through. 
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APRIL 

12-15 Gloucestershire, home, LVCC - 

Gloucs 314 (D Balcombe 8-71) & 174 (D 
Balcombe 3-48, H Riazuddin 3-51), Hampshire 
199 (S Katich 74) & 256 (M Bates 87, C Wood 
65). 

Hampshire lost by 33 runs. 

19-22 Glamorgan, SWALEC, LVCC - 

Glamorgan 103-9 dec (D Balcombe 5-33) & 
256 (H Riazuddin 5-61), Hampshire 156 (L 
Dawson 32) & 204-8 (S Ervine 75, J Vince 28). 

Hampshire won by 2 wickets. 

26- 29 Leicestershire, h, LVCC - 

Leics 234 (L Dawson 5-29), Hampshire 217-4 
(M Carberry 84no, S Katich 54, S Ervine 41 no). 

Drawn 

MAY 

2-5 Northants, Northampton, LVCC 

Northants 218 (C Wood 4-52) & 232-9 (C 
Wood 3-58, D Balcombe 3-70), Hampshire 
154 (J Vince 46no) & 179 (M Carberry 61). 

Hampshire lost by 117 runs. 

7 Glamorgan, h, CB40 

Glamorgan 173-7 (K AN 3-44), Hampshire 151- 

2 (J Vince 83, M Carberry 60). 

Hampshire won on DL Method. 

9-12 Derbyshire, h, LVCC 

Hampshire 352-8 dec (J Adams 122, B 
Shafayat 93), Derbyshire 403-9 dec (K Ali 3- 
60, J Tomlinson 3-101). 

Drawn 

16-19 Yorkshire, Headingley, LVCC 

Hampshire 427 (S Katich 196,M Bates 103, S 
Ervine 44) & 191 -2 dec (S Katich 61 no, M 
Carberry 61 no, J Adams 49), Yorkshire 399-9 
dec (L Dawson 3-61). 

Drawn 

20 Scotland, Uddingston, CB40 

Hampshire 220 (M Carberry 76), Scotland 131 
(K Ali 2-17, D Briggs 2-31). 

Hampshire won by 89 runs. 

23-26 Glamorgan, h, LVCC 
27 Somerset, Taunton, CB40 
31 Nottinghamshire (F), h, CB40 

JUNE 

3 Surrey, KIA Oval, CB40 

4 Scotland, h, CB40 

6-9 Kent, Tunbridge Wells, LVCC 

14 Sussex (F), Hove, FLt20 

15 Kent, Canterbury, FLt20 

19 Middlesex (F), h, FLt20 

20 Surrey (F), KIA Oval, FLt20 
22 Kent (F), h, FLt20 

27 Middlesex, Richmond, FLt20 

29 Essex (F), Chelmsford, FLt20 

30 Surrey, h, FLt20 

JULY 

6 Sussex (F), h, FLt20 

8 Essex (F), h, FLt20 

11-14 Yorkshire, h, LVCC 
15 Durham, h, CB40 
17 Notts (F), Trent Bridge, CB40 
19-22 Essex, Chelmsford, LVCC 
24/25 FLt20 quarter-finals 

27- 30 Kent, h, LVCC 

AUGUST 

6-9 Gloucestershire, Bristol, LVCC 
10 Glamorgan (F), SWALEC, CB40 

14 Somerset (F), h, CB40 

15-18 Northamptonshire, h, LVCC 
19 Surrey, h, CB40 
21-24 Leics, Grace Road, LVCC 
24/25 FLt20 semi-finals/finals 
27 Durham, Chester-le-Street, CB40 

SEPTEMBER 

1 CB40 semi-finals 
4-7 Essex, h, LVCC 
11-14 Derbyshire, Derby, LVCC 

15 CB40 final, Lords. 


KEY: 

LVCC (LV County Championship division two), 
CB40 (Clydesdale Bank40), FLt20 (Friends Life 
t20), F (floodlit) 


Simon Walter 


Simon, waiter @dailyech.o .co.uk 

CRICKET REPORTER 
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WHEN Michael Bates scored his 
maiden first-class century, it 
was also a proud moment for 
Hampshire legend Bobby 
Parks. 

Hampshire’s academy 

director/wicketkeeping coach has 
worked with Bates for a decade so 
was delighted when his protege did 
something he never managed to do 
during his 12-year career as the 
county’s first-choice gloveman. 

The 21-year-old’s 103 against 
Yorkshire at Headingley last week 
was a good day for the wicketkeep¬ 
ers’ union. 

Last season, with Nic Pothas 
approaching the end of his distin¬ 
guished career, Hampshire were 
considering the signing of an expe¬ 
rienced wicketkeeper-batsman as 
his replacement. 

Northants’ Niall O’Brien and 
Andrew Hodd of Sussex were both 
options, but in the end Hampshire 
decided to give Bates an extended 
run in the side. 

That was exactly what Parks was 
pushing for and so far Bates has 
fully vindicated the decision. 

“At the end of last season, we 
were vaguely looking at one or two 
players, a laddie at Northants and 
one from Sussex were top of the 
list,” says Parks. 

“I’m especially pleased for 
Michael because I was of the school 
that was saying ’give him a go and 
let’s see where it can take him’. 

“There’s been a big conversation 
over the last couple of years about 
whether or not we should be play¬ 
ing a batter-keeper and the fantas¬ 
tic thing is we won the 2010 t20 on 
the back of Michael’s keeping. 

“It helped Michael that we 
dropped a division [in the 
Championship]. 

“It’s given one or two of the 
younger players a year or two to try 
and establish themselves in the 
side. 

“Michael has done that, certainly 
in one-day cricket. Again, it vindi¬ 
cates the wicket-keeping coach’s 
view that we want the best wicket¬ 
keeper playing. 

“We do have a bit of a battle occa¬ 
sionally but it pays dividends.” 

Parks cites two incidents during 
the first two days of this week’s LV 
County Championship match 
against Glamorgan. 

“Sean Ervine was dropped by 
their keeper on nought and went on 
to get a hundred. And a good take 
by Michael dismissed one of their 
left-handers, Nick James, for 15. 

“It counts for a lot and can be an 
important area.” 

While Bates’s keeping has helped 
Hampshire to t20 success in recent 
seasons, Parks believes his batting 
is more suited to the longer form of 
the game. 

“He’s just going through some 
maturity,” says Parks. “Michael 
tended to play a lot of one-day crick¬ 
et for England Under-19s but that’s 
not really his style. 

“Four-day cricket is the ideal 
environment for him to work out 
how best he can play. 

“He’s not a player who wants to 
smash it over mid-off and mid-on 
all the time, that’s not his way of 
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HEADINGLEY CENTURION: Michael Bates. 





doing things. 

“But the beauty is he’s now set¬ 
tled in the side.” 

Parks is reminded of the time he 
was given an extended run in 
Hampshire’s side 32 years ago. 

“Bob Stephenson had retired and I 
was told ‘the job’s yours, see if you 
can make it’,” recalls the 52-year- 
old. 

“I was a similar player to Michael, 


I was never going to thrash it 
around. 

“Like him, I wanted to find my 
way of doing things and this gives 
him that opportunity. 

“Thankfully, at number seven in 
four-day cricket you do get in. 
That’s the difference from my era 
when at seven or eight in three-day 
cricket you didn’t have those oppor¬ 
tunities 


“You couldn’t bat long, particular¬ 
ly in the side I played in which was 
so strong! 

"It’s perfect for Michael and I’m 
delighted because that’s the area 
we know he was short on and he’s 
now proving he can do a job there.” 

Parks believes Bates has benefited 
from playing as a specialist bats¬ 
man in Australia in recent winters. 

“Quite often keepers are tagged as 


MIKE VIMPANY’S LOCAL CRICKET APPEARS ON PAGES 34/35 
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WIN Hampshire photo books 



HAMPSHIRE Cricket’s move from Northlands 
Road to The Ageas Bowl has been chronicled in 
a nostalgic new book. 

Author Richard Binns has contrasted 
Hampshire’s former home with their new stadi¬ 
um in his latest project: Hampshire Cricket On 
The Move; From Northlands Road to The Rose 
Bowl. 

More than 200 photographs capture scenes 
and events which happened during and after 
the dramatically short time it took to flatten the 
County Ground. 

In contrast to the demolition of Northlands 
Road, the process of re-establishing Hampshire 
cricket’s roots has taken somewhat longer. 

The final section of the book contrasts the 

bygone charm of Northlands Road with the 
21st century Ageas Bowl. 

“They were two different grounds for 
quite different cricketing times,” says 72- 
year-old Richard, who lives in 
Curdridge and has also written “Close 
of Play at Northlands Road”. 

To win one of the two copies made 
available for a Daily Echo competi¬ 
tion, please email the answer to the 
following question to echosport@dai- 
lyecho.co.uk: 

In what year was first-class 
cricket first played at The Ageas 
Bowl? 

Closing date: Wednesday, May 30th. 


HAMPSHIRE CRICKET 
ON THE MOVE 
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FULL OF NOSTALGIA: Richard 
Binns’ new pictorial book. 

A limited number of the hardback book is 
available; price £17 + £4.99 UK postage and 
packing. Available from the shop at The Ageas 
Bowl; on-line at www.RoseBowlShop.co.uk 
(Books & DVDs) or direct from Chipstone 
Books, High Trees, Botley Road, Curdridge, 
Hants, S032 2DS. 

Cheques to Chipstone Books. 



keepers and sometimes it’s about 
changing that emphasis around 
and saying 'actually you can do this 
job, don’t just concentrate on one 
element'. 

“Last year he went abroad as a 
batter and I think that’s done him a 
lot of good. Psychologically, it 
changed things round a little bit. 

“He’s always been a decent, tech¬ 
nical batter as he is as a keeper. 


That’s what he enjoys doing. 

“He likes practising and doing 
things absolutely right.” 

For Parks, Bates still has room for 
improvement. 

He points to a record that shows 
Hampshire’s number seven to have 
been bowled 13 times in his 33 first- 
class innings. 

“He has a tendency to get bowled a 
bit and that’s the biggest area he’s 


working on at the moment,” Parks 
continues. 

“But I don’t want to build that up 
because he’s finding ways now to 
cover those weaknesses. He’s very 
strong on the off side and can be 
quite destructive at times.” 

Giles White and Tony Middleton 
are Bates’s main batting coaches. 
But he still works on his wicket¬ 
keeping with his mentor. 


“Michael and I are old friends,” 
smiles Parks. “He was 11 when I 
was first introduced to him. 

“It’s quite unusual for a player- 
coach relationship to be that 
intense and that long because nor¬ 
mally with young cricketers they 
get passed from coach to coach. 

“The beauty of him being a keeper 
and me being here is that it’s been a 
long-term relationship and it still 
continues.” 

Bates epitomises a Hampshire 
side in transition. 

Parks sees similarities between 
the current team and that which he 
first played for. 

He was a fortnight shy of his 22nd 
birthday when he made his County 
Championship debut, ironically 
against Sussex, in June 1980. 

“When I came through we’d lost 
players like Richard Gilliat, Barry 
Richards and Andy Roberts,” he 
recalls. 

“Half the team had retired and we 
weren’t particularly good. 

“We were very young with the 
likes of myself, Tim Tremlett, Mark 
Nicholas and Malcolm Marshall. 

“But by 1985 we were in the top 
three in the country. It does take 
that time for players to establish 
themselves.” 

As Hampshire’s new academy 
director, Parks is also excited about 
the county’s next wave of home¬ 
grown talent. 

His family is synonymous with 
Sussex CCC but it is Hampshire 
Cricket’s next generation that he is 
focused on developing. 

Parks has taken on the tough task 
of succeeding Tony Middleton, but 
is relishing the opportunity. “We’ve 
got a terrific bunch of kids here,” he 
smiles. 


DAILY ECHO AND PINK - ALWAYS BEST FOR HAMPSHIRE CRICKET 


Hundred 

heroics 

PAUL Terry and Robin Smith, below, 
both struck centuries when Hampshire 
recorded their highest ever 
one-day victory at 
Taunton in 1985. 

The Royals will be 
hoping for a similar 
result to the 149-run 
Nat West Trophy 
quarter-final success 
when they visit Somerset in a CB40 
game this Sunday. 

Hampshire have won both their two 
games so far in the competition, while 
Somerset - beaten finalists in the last 
two years - have lost both of theirs. 

Nat West Trophy 1985 (Quarter-Final) 

Taunton, August 7/8 1985 (60-over match) 


Hampshire innings 

CG Greenidge run out .10 

VP Terry c and b Dredge.105 

CL Smith c Richards b Davis.3 

MCJ Nicholas c Gard b Richards.2 

RA Smith b Dredge.110 

DR Turner not out.38 

MD Marshall not out.2 

Extras.29 

Total (5 wickets, 60 overs).299 


Fall: 1-24, 2-39, 3-51,4-195, 5-290 
Bowling: Gamer 12-1-50-0: Botham 12-2-57-0; 
Dredge 12-2-54-2; Davis 12-2-57-1; Richards 9-0-49- 
1; Marks 3-0-20-0. 


Somerset innings 

NFM Popplewell b Marshall.2 

PM Roebuck Ibw b Tremlett .6 

NA Felton c Connor b Nicholas.9 

IVA Richards c CL Smith b Tremlett.16 

JG Wyatt run out.3 

IT Botham c Parks b Marshall.64 

VJ Marks b Cowley.26 

J Gamer b Cowley .0 

MR Davis c RA Smith b Cowley .6 

T Gard run out.7 

CH Dredge not out.0 

Extras .11 

Total (all out, 39.2 overs) .150 


Fall: 1-2, 2-24, 3-24, 4-37, 5-43, 6-134, 7-136, 8-136, 
9-149. 

Bowling: Marshall 9-2-17-2; Connor 6.2-1-14-0; 
Nicholas 9-0-40-1; Tremlett 9-0-33-2; Cowley 6-0-41 - 
3 

Hampshire won by 149 runs 

Kat is the 


cream ... 



SIMON Katich was Hampshire’s hun¬ 
dred hero of another huge 
one-day win at Taunton 
nine years ago during 
the Royals’ promo¬ 
tion-winning 
National League 
campaign. 

At the time 
Hampshire’s 335-6 total was the coun¬ 
ty’s highest ever one-day league 
innings, though it has since been over¬ 
taken. 



National League 2003 (Division 2) 
Taunton, August 10 2003 (45-over match) 


Hampshire innings 

JRC Hamblin c Blackwell b McLean.20 

SM Katich c Jones b Gilder.106 

DA Kenway c Dutch b Jones.35 

JP Crawley b McLean .92 

JD Francis c Gilder b Jones.50 

AD Mascarenhas c Jones b McLean .5 

LR Prittipaul not out .1 

SD Udal not out.5 

Extras .21 

Total (6 wickets, i45 overs).335 


Fall: 1-63, 2-124, 3-213, 4-309, 5-321,6-330 
Bowling: McLean 9-0-51-3; Gilder 8-0-69-1; Jones 9- 
0-54-2; Parsons 3-0-31-0; Dutch 4-0-31-0; Blackwell 
6-0-39-0; Durston 6-0-44-0 


Somerset innings 

J Cox c Kenway b Vaas.0 

CM Gazzard c Kenway b Tremlett .1 

KP Dutch c Katich b Mullally.36 

ID Blackwell c Hamblin b Tremlett .43 

KA Parsons c Crawley b Udal.46 

M Burns c Kenway b Mascarenhas .5 

JC Hildreth c Mascarenhas b Prittipaul.20 

WJ Durston c Tremlett b Vaas.23 

NAM McLean b Udal .22 

PS Jones c Katich b Udal .5 

GM Gilder not out.8 

Extras .10 

Total (all out, 36.1 overs) .219 


Fall: 1-0, 2-2, 3-75, 4-86, 5-99, 6-155, 7-160,8-201 , 
9-208,10-219 

Bowling: Vaas 7-1-45- 2; Tremlett 5-0-42-2; Mullally 
6-0-37-1; Mascarenhas 5-1 -31 -1; Udal 8-1 -36-0; 
Prittipaul 5-0-26-1 

Hampshire won by 116 runs 
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New Milton get Beck on track 


LEE Beck crafted his maiden Southern 
Electric Premier League century as 
New Milton sent shock waves through 
Division Two by trouncing much-fan¬ 
cied Hook & Newnham Basics, writes 
NEIL PERRETT. 

Beck’s heroics led New Milton to an 
impressive 129-run victory against the 
title favourites on their own King 
George V track - and was also some¬ 
thing of a family affair. 

He shared a vital fourth-wicket 
stand of 60 with teenage brother Nick 
Elliott and then put on 48 with sibling 


Ryan Beck as New Milton posted 
201-9. 

Lee Beck (100), pictured right, the 
elder statesmen of the clan at 31, hit 
nine fours and two sixes, while Elliott 
(28) and Ryan Beck (26) were the only 
other Milton batsmen to contribute. 

Spinner Elliott (2-2), Nick Gargaro (4- 
15) and Dan Loader (2-13) then 
stunned Hook & Newnham Basics - 
runners-up for the past two seasons - 
by routing them for just 72. 

New Milton’s victory came just a 
week after they had suffered a heavy 


nine-wicket defeat at the hands of 
Hambledon in their seasonal opener. 

Jubilant captain Ryan Beck said: “We 
went there as massive underdogs and 
showed typical New Milton spirit and 
determination to come out on top. 

“Lee’s innings was superb and he 
showed maturity and responsibility. He 
timed the ball well and it was a really 
good hundred. We probably didn’t 
expect anyone to get a ton this season 
and Lee did it in our second game. 

“His partnership with Nick probably 
won us the game. Once they had taken 


a couple of early wickets, they must 
have thought they were going to roll us 
over, especially after we had been 
bowled out for 64 against Hambledon. 

“But their heads went down and the 
partnership helped get us past 100. 
Myself and Lee then took it to 190 and 
we never thought we would get any¬ 
where near 200 against the favourites. 
It was a top effort. 

“Nick Gargaro was virtually 
unplayable and all the bowlers played 
their part. 

“Nick Elliott is the type of talent we 


are trying to bring through and has the 
potential to be a very good cricketer. 
One day, he could even be as good as 
his brothers!” 

Cricket, of course, can have that 
nasty habit of bringing a player down 
to earth with a bang. Up one minute, 
down the next... as Lee Beck found 
out! 

Just 24 hours after making his maid¬ 
en SPL century, he was bowled for a 
second ball duck in New Milton’s 
Southern Electric t20 Cup defeat by 
Ventnor at Fernhill. 



■ By MikeVimpany 

echosport@dailyecho. co. uk 

START talking to Tom 
Barber about how his 
AS-level examination 
studies are coming 
along and rest assured it 
won’t be too long before 
the topic of the Large 
Hadron Collider, the 
world’s largest and 
highest-energy particle 
accelerator, comes up. 

If ever the day comes that 
Tom appears on BBC televi¬ 
sion’s Mastermind, you can 
guarantee that the LHC, 
which lies in a tunnel 
beneath the Franco-Swiss 
border near Geneva, will be 
his specialist subject. 

It features prominently on 
the front page of his 
Facebook and is clearly a 
topic he eats, dreams and 
sleeps. 

Away from his applied 
physics studies at 
Bournemouth Grammar 
School, 16-year old Tom 
has been letting his quick 
left-arm bowling do the 
talking on the cricket field. 

In the Hampshire 
Academy’s two matches, 
Barber has taken seven wick¬ 
ets - and has some handy 
scalps dangling from his belt 
in the bargain ... 

In game one, it was South 
Wilts trio Glenn Maxwell, 
Tom Morton and Eddie Abel, 
then last weekend Ben 
Walker, Pete Hopson, Stuart 
Ransley and Steve Dean of 
Havant. 

Some handy wickets 
indeed, particularly for a 16- 
year old! 

“I’m delighted for Tom. 
He’s really worked hard 
since he joined the Academy 
and has been a joy to work 
with,” praised Young Royals 
manager Bobby Parks. 

Barber made his Academy 
debut last summer, taking 13 
wickets, including two sepa¬ 
rate four-wicket hauls. 

Prior to that, he’d been a 
pretty successful bowler in 
Dorset junior age group 
cricket and for his club side 



l A I 


SCHOLAR TOM 
OPTO 

SEPL 
TEST 


GREAT START TO THE 
SEASON: Hampshire 
Academy’s Tom Barber. 

Picture: Neil Marshall 



•He's really worked hard aaeehe 

Academy and has been a joy to work with 


Parley. 

But it 
was only 
when he 
spent the 
2009/10 
winter in 
the 
N a t W e s t 
Under-1 6 
indoor com¬ 
petition at 
the Ageas 
Bowl that he 
was picked up 
by Hamp¬ 
shire’s radar. 

Tony 
Middleton did¬ 
n’t take too long 
to spot his 



potential and after 
building up his 
physical strength 
and flexibility over 
the close season, 
Barber has put on a 
yard or two of pace 
since last summer. 

The seven Premier 
Division wickets Barber 
has taken so far have all 
come with the new ball - 
his figures illustrating 

what a handful batsmen are 
finding him to face. 

He ploughed through 

Havant’s top order with a 
spell of 4-16 and set up a 
notable victory for the Ageas 
Bowl youngsters over the 
reigning Southern Electric 
Premier League champions. 
Barber had Ben Walker 
caught behind by Lewis 


McManus first ball and 
Ransley four balls later, again 
pouched by Clayesmore’s best. 

Hopson was clean bowled 
and soon after the hugely 
experienced Steve Dean, a 
prolific run scorer in Minor 
Counties and Birmingham 
League cricket in his prime, 
fell lbw. 

“Tom bowls left-arm away 
swing, with a quick short 
ball,” said McManus, who 
ended the day with five vic¬ 
tims and bagged the 
Academy’s man-of-the-match 
award. 

“He’s got a good slower ball, 
really accurate for someone 
quick.” 

Coming back for a second 
spell is something Barber 
hasn’t mastered yet - but he’s 
only 16 and greater stamina 


and control will follow. 

“I’ve felt pretty tired after 
my new-ball spells and have 
consequently struggled with 
my line when I’ve come back: 
ask Lewis McManus,” he 
smiled. 

“But I’m loving every 
minute of it. We’ve got a very 
talented squad of young play¬ 
ers and I honestly think we 
could win something. 

“Our individual aim is to 
become professional crick¬ 
eters: it’s certainly some¬ 
thing I’d like to do alongside 
university.” 

But that’s for the future. In 
the meantime, Premier 
League wickets are at the 
forefront of Barber’s mind - 
that’s when he’s not thinking 
about the Large Hadron 
Collider, of course! 


Bath time 

SOUTH Wilts face 
mighty Bath in the ECB 
Kingfisher Cup national 
club championship zone 
semi-final at Bemerton 
tomorrow (1pm). 

Alton, surprise winners 
at Horsham in round 
two, host Havant. 

There are also two 
delayed Electric t20 Cup 
ties at Lymington and 
OTs & Romsey. 

SUNDAY’S FIXTURES 
ECB Kingfisher Cup 3rd 
round (1pm): Alton v 
Havant, South Wilts v Bath. 
Southern Electric t20 Cup 
1st round (3pm): Lymington 
v Tichborne Park, OTs & 
Romsey v Burridge. 

MONDAY 

Tichborne Trophy 2nd 
round (6.15pm): Wessex v 
Longparish, Ropley v 
Wickham, IBM Hursley v 
Hursley Park, St Cross 
Symondians v Easton & 
Martyr Worthy, Millers v 
Bishop's Waltham, 
Winchester KS v Fire 
Service, Sparsholt v 
Tichborne Park, Chawton v 
Castaways. 

Bonus loss 

FAIR Oak are the second 
club this season to suf¬ 
fer a points penalty for 
fielding an unregistered 
player in the Southern 
Electric Premier League. 

The five bonus points 
they gleaned from last 
week’s 48-run defeat by 
Bournemouth II were 
expunged when the SPL 
found they didn’t have 
all 11 players signed on. 

Portsmouth were hit by 
a ten-point deduction 
earlier in the season. 

125 bash 

ROWLEDGE begin their 
125th anniversary year 
celebrations with a fix¬ 
ture against Hampshire 
on the village recreation 
ground on Wednesday, 
1pm. 


MORE SEPL COVERAGE IN MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO 
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LOCKS PUT HEARTBREAK BEHIND THEM 


■ HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE 

DENIED the silverware by the 
rain in a heart-breaking finale 
to the 2011 season, Locks 
Heath have opened their 
Hampshire League County 
Division 1 challenge in some 
style. 

They thrashed Andover II’s by 
nine wickets at London Road to put 
down a marker, writes MIKE VIM- 
PANY. 

They could have been defending 
the crown in their weather-delayed 
opener, but heavy rain washed out 
last season’s final day champi¬ 
onship decider at Privett Park and 
gave Gosport Borough the title by a 
gnat’s whisker. 

Locks Heath had Andover reeling 
with the new ball, the hosts’ top six 
managing just 30 runs between 
them. 

Teenager Dan Turner, essentially 
a promising seamer, came to the 
rescue with a timely 58 (no mean 
feat for a number ten batsman) to 
guide Andover to 144. 

But Mike Boyd (70) and Scott 
Jones, with an unbeaten 61, took 
advantage of the easing batting con¬ 
ditions to guide Locks Heath to an 
easy win. 

Portsmouth & Southsea might just 
be the team to give Locks Heath a 
run for their money. 

The thriving junior section P & S 
have had in place for some time 
now is paying dividends, although 
the eight-wicket win at Midhurst 
was largely due to three debutants. 

Ash Wallace, pictured below, is a 
batsman whose name will crop up 
more than once this season. 

Wallace plays First Grade for 
Cape Town in the Western Province 
League - several rungs above 
County 1 standard - so it was no 
real surprise he celebrated his 
debut in three-figure style. 

He made a classy 112 and 
shared a 177-run opening 
stand with fellow debutant 
Lee Evans (63) as P & S chased 
down Midhurst’s 190-7 (Steve 
May 46) at The Ruins. 

Earlier, Lewis 
Russell Coined from 



Wedding bells 
toll for Idlers 


CASTLED! Rowledge’s Paul Silver is bowled by St Cross’s Charlie 
Bowden. Daily Echo picture by Chris Moorhouse Order no: 14428295 


TWO of the teams promoted to the top 
flight - Hook & Newnham Basics II and St 
Cross Symondians’ third side - celebrat¬ 
ed debut day victories. 

Ben Allnutt was the hero of Hook’s 108- 
run win over Idlers, whose playing 
strength was sapped by a wedding - 
something skipper George Sheppard had 
previously expressed concern about! 

They did have Hook 78-5 at one stage, 
but Allnutt’s unbeaten 105 off 86 balls - 
scored during key partnerships with Keith 
Lovelock and Colin Lye - helped Basics 
post 260-9. 

“We bowled like a team who needed a 
warm-up game, but took all of the Idlers 
wickets and reduced them to 156 all out,” 
said Allnutt. 

Lye finished with 4-36 and former 
Fareham all-rounder Kevin Light 2-54. 

St Cross Symondians are the first club 
to have a third string in CD1 - they fin¬ 
ished third in County 2 last summer - and 
began with a handy six-wicket win over 
Rowledge II, who finished runners-up. 


But Tom Postle, who has taken over the 
team captaincy from Stuart Marks, will 
want to see an improvement from his 
bowlers, who gave away 41 extras. 

Rowledge only managed 135 - Stu 
Charman taking 4-11 - and were comfort¬ 
ably beaten. 

Ryde began on a positive note with a 
comfortable five-wicket win at 
Bedhampton, whose stunning form during 
the second half of last season ensured an 
ultimately secure mid-table finish. 

Bedhampton found themselves in a 
whole heap of trouble at 96-8 (Julian 
Jayerajah 3-20), but skipper Steve 
Gardiner hit a timely 51 not out and with 
some late support from Dave McFawn 
(25) got 168 on the board. 

The versatile Gardiner then snapped up 
three stumpings, but by then Cameron 
Mitchell (42) and Lawrence Tolfrey (56) 
had Ryde well on the way to winning. 

Alton’s match with Waterlooville was 
cancelled as the Jubilee Ground contin¬ 
ued to be unfit. 





United Services) ripped into 
Midhurst’s early batting with a 
three-wicket spell. 

Portchester’s season also began 
on a positive note, with a seven- 
wicket win at Ellingham, where 
skipper Paul Hungerford (56 not 
out) and Curtis Locke (50) hit half- 
centuries. 

Ellingham moved steadily to 65-0, 
but the introduction of the slow left- 
arm of Lee Hungerford changed 
the game - the captain’s broth- 
) er taking three wickets in his 

J first four overs, including the 
dangerous Mark Burrett first 
’; ball with an incredible diving 
2 one-handed catch by Steve 
O’Neill at cover. 

He went on to bowl ten 
overs, six maidens and 
finish with 3-6. 


Hungerford was well supported by 
Frank Van Nierker (3-27) as 
Ellingham were dismissed for 146. 

Portchester’s steady start was 
interrupted by the loss of three 
quick wickets , but from 37-3 they 
regained control and eventually 
cruised home on the strength of the 
Hungerford-Locke 114-run unbro¬ 
ken partnership. 

“It was a good win and especially 
encouraging to over-ride two tricky 
periods where we were behind the 
game. Last year we may well have 
lost a game like that,” Hungerford 
said. 

It’s some years since Lymington 
IIs locked horns with their Bashley 
(Rydal) counterparts, but when 
they did it was the recently relegat¬ 
ed (from SPL3) Bash who emerged 
the victors. 


Lymington owed much - in fact, 
almost everything, to Ollie Kelly 
whose 102 - described by skipper 
Jim Stevenson as “imperious” - 
helped the hosts make 175-5. 

Stevenson was less 
impressed by Lymo’s chari¬ 
table bowlers. 

“43 extras we gave away,” A 
he groaned. Time for a 
Trevor Phillips comeback 
then? 

Lymington’s generosity 
made it easy for Bashley, Phil 
Morris (66) leading the visitors 
home by five wickets with time to 
spare. 

Fareham & Crofton were relegat¬ 
ed alongside Bashley from 
Premier 3 at the end of last term, 
but their HL return wasn’t a suc¬ 
cessful one. 



Purbrook beat them by five wick¬ 
ets at Bath Lane - two of the visiting 
team’s promising teenagers making 
an impact in the process. 

Luke Gould (69) gave Fareham 
a positive start, but his team¬ 
mates weren’t able to push 
on against Alan Mengham 
(3-39) and Hampshire under- 
14 prospect Josh McCoy, 
pictured left, who took 3-12 
on debut. 

Chasing 180-8, Purbrook 
wobbled at 30-3, but Sean 
Figgins (42) and Havant & 
Waterlooville footballer Sam 
Pearce (25) steadied the ship. 

At 90-4, the outcome was still in 
the balance, but Aaron Dean (30 not 
out) and 17-year old Brad Mengham 
(Alan’s son), with an unbeaten half- 
century, saw Purbrook home. 


COACH HOLIDAYS 



Daily Echo 


Great Value Coach Holidays 


NEWMARKET 
V_y Holidays 


Formula 1™ British 
Grand Prix 2012 

Departs 7 July 2012 

A potent mixture of glamour, drama and excitement combine 
to make The Formula 1 ™ British Grand Prix one of the world’s 
major sporting occasions. This great value 2 day break includes 
general admission to Silverstone, for the Grand Prix itself as 
well as Saturday Qualifying, plus one night’s accommodation 
Price includes • Return coach travel • One night’s bed and 
continental breakfast accommodation at a three star hotel within 90 
minutes coach transfer of Silverstone • General admission to the 
2012 Santander Formula 1 ™ Grand Prix at Silverstone on race day 
and Saturday Qualifying (upgrade tickets available at a supplement) 
• The services of a Tour Manager 



Wimbledon Day Trip 

Departs 8 July 2012 

This is your chance to soak up the unique atmosphere of the 
world’s premier Grand Slam tennis championships. You too 
could be there, wandering around the outside courts, sitting 
on the very impressive No. 1 court, savouring those famous 
strawberries and cream - with perhaps a glass of Champagne 
or Pimms - spotting those tennis celebrities and well known 
personalities 

This Day Trip, which takes place on the final Sunday, includes a seat 
on the wonderful 11,000 seater No. 1 Court, where you will see 
the stars of tomorrow and yesteryear competing in the Junior and 
Veterans’ events.. 

Price includes • Return coach travel from your local area • Full 
day at Wimbledon with a reserved seat on Number One Court #The 
services of a tour manager throughout 


(£) www.newmarket.travel/ncs © 0843 31 6 1124 quoting code NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. if^ABTA 

Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Calls cost 4p per minute. rlfLei Association 
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Records 
tumble in 
Shirley 
event 


AN unprecedented 42 records tum¬ 
bled as 165 swimmers from across 
Southampton descended on The 
Quays to compete in the 35th Shirley 
Swimming Pool Club 
Championships. 

Filip Fraczek-Krygier (9) was the 
stand-out boy, dominating his age 
group and claiming records that had 
stood since 1997. 

He took a clean sweep of five 
events, breaking new ground with 
47.64 for 50m fly, 36.81 in 50m FC and 
1.36.85 100m Individual Medley. 

Isabella Fraser-Corbridge (9) also 
smashed the 1997 standard set by 
Emma Macey for 50m butterfly by a 
clear four seconds - 42.19. 

She clamed five wins and three 
other club records. (50 Freestyle 
37.31; 50 Backstroke 41.47;100IM 
1.33.67). 

Other clean sweeps came in the 
eight years age group, where Archie 
Garland won the five boys events and 
Fae Thompson the girls - all in record 
times. 

Oliver Cook was unchallenged in 
the seven years boys 50m events, 
showing great technique and stamina 
to become the youngest Dolphin to 
set times over the two length course. 

Eleanor Lewis (6) was the star 
swimmer in the youngest age group, 
winning all four strokes, while Oliver 


Shirley Swimming Pool Club Championships, 



Picture order no: 14428369 


Seven-year girls. 


Picture order no: 14428400 



Daily©Echo 

CAMPAIGN 

Nicolin and Jack Sluman battled it 
out for Top Boy award in the same 
age group. 

Despite a record breaking 28.41 
seconds for 25m freestyle, Sluman 
had to accept second best to Nicolin, 
who took first place in breaststroke, 
backstroke and butterfly. 

The latter was the fastest time ever 
recorded at the Shirley Pool for a six- 
year-old swimming one length of 
legal butterfly, 36.46 seconds. 

The most competitive races came 
in the ten and eleven years girls. 

Ella Anderson (10) came out Top 
Girl but had to break two records that 
had stood for 15 years to overcome 
Rebecca Mills, who claimed her own 
record in securing the butterfly (41.07) 
and the backstroke. 

Emily Martin (11) could not relax 
with Jodie Yates and Grace Reavey 
chasing down every stroke, forcing 
the diminutive Martin to set new stan¬ 
dards in taking gold for all four 
strokes. 

All except backstroke were records: 
Butterfly 36.41, breaststroke 43.47 
and freestyle 33.66. 

Jodie set a new record in winning 
the Individual Medley, 1.21.56, while 

Continued on facing page 
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Eleven-12-year girls. 


Picture order no: 14428384 


Eight-year boys. 


Picture order no: 14428406 
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Ten-year boys. 


picture order no: 14428412 Ten-year girls. 
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The Quays, Southampton 



Eight-year girls. Picture order no: 14428409 


Other Medal winners in 
the Shirley Swimming 
Club Championships. 

25m 

6 years 
Kaira Santos 
Natasha Fraser- 
Corbridge 
Maddison Clark 

Zoey Yates 

Melanie Stewart-Jones 
Maggie Jones 
Sophie Christopher (5) 
Katie Peckham 
George Halford 
Nathan Lewis (4) 

Daniel Fallows 
Joshua Tree-Cooper 
Ewan Mold (5) 

7 years 
Tamara Mayer 
Faith Hoy 
Lara Prince 

Alba Payne 
Keeley Phillips 
Sarah Findley 
Emma Aitken 
Issac Maddock 
Harold Berendsen 
Ben Shaw 
Euan Moss 
James Wiseman 
Duncan Savage 

8 years 

Melissa Bateman 
Rebecca Mitchell 
Mia Anderson 
Tara Alavi 
Elizabeth Lotery 
Rosie Porter 
Alfie Lawrence 
Ben Barber 
Eren Sayan 
Duncan Little 
Leah Burns 
Hollie Roberts 
Louisa Broad 

9 years 
Sophie Nicolin 
Charlotte Smith 
Anna Prince 
Harriet Baker 

Luna May Loubier- 
Profir 



Seven-year boys. Picture order no: 14428403 



Nine-year boys. 
Ebony-Louise Russell 
Georgia Hubble 

10 years & over 

Victor Savage 
James Wilson 
James Whiffin 
Alex Lovett 
Elliott Watts 

Fraser Adams 
William Thompson 
Samuel Morrison 
Jay Farrelly 
Jack O'Donnell 


Liam Farrelly 
Aidan Moss 
Isabella Cox 
Hannah Trigg 
Jessica Cullen 
Parinya Rao 
Hannah Trigg 
Oliver Bryant 
Arnie Seal 
Matthew Dowling 
Dominic Mayes 

Tobias Miles 
Elbe Barnfather 
Paige Brady 
Rebecca Legg 


Picture order no: 14428426 



Dolphin girls. Picture order no: 14428372 


EMAIL YOUR STORIES TO echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 


From facing page 

Grace had to settle for a silver in the 
breaststroke. 

The boys races were just as com¬ 
petitive, Max Nugent’s impressive 
32.38 for 50m freestyle just one of 
several outstanding races. 

Only in butterfly did Kieran Beckett 
snatch gold (36.62) and both times 
were inside the 1996 record set by 
Joe Tellett. 

Tyler Ellis was rewarded for his per¬ 
sistence with three silvers, two 
bronzes and five personal best times. 
Overall Top Boy went to Nugent for 
four golds. 

Alex Fenton (10) was first home in 
all five events, Joe Scully and Jakub 
Koczaja sharing silver positions and 
Harry Hounsell in close pursuit for 
bronze. 

Anna Reavey (13) and Ben Gardener 
(14) set new records for the over 13s 
category where they led every race 
over 50m. 

Billy Bye was first home in all the 12 
years races and was delighted with 
breaking the record for 50m breast¬ 
stroke. 

Ruella Garland (12) enjoyed her 
sweep of four golds and record 37.21 
in the fly. 

Lucy Hodson won the 100IM, also 
with a new best time (1.22.96) 

In the swim school section there 
were many debutants with impressive 
swims. 

Neave Poutney (8) was Top Girl with 
two golds, a silver and a fourth. 
Sophie Hawkes, Nancy Bye and 



CAMPAIGN 


Karensa Pickering (two golds) 
shared the remaining medals. 

Callum Cook held off Kai Lanham in 
the seven years boys to take the top 
spot just ahead of Mason Ellis. 

Evan Harris (8) burst onto the swim¬ 
ming scene with three golds, only 
beaten into silver by Ben Butson in 
the breaststroke. 

No such trouble for Anna De La 
Cruz, who dominated the eight years 
girls with four clear wins ahead of the 
well supported Maddison Bennett. 

Angus Adams (9) surprised himself 
and the crowd as he crept past Joe 
Bye-Brooks, Gibril Jatta and Victor 
Savage to claim Top Boy, while 
Natalia Clarke won the girls sections. 

Good individual swims in the 
breaststroke from Hannah Cowap 
and Isabella Overton in the Fly were 
rewarded with golds. 

Vincent White showed good speed 
across the water in the 
freestyle,backstroke and breaststroke 
to win Top Boy, the butterfly going to 
Sam Morrison. 

Lilly Rapley (10) was delighted with 
her podium firsts in all events bar 
breaststroke, where Isabella Cox glid¬ 
ed to victory. 

Kieran Harrison and Hannah 
Ingram were top swimmers in the 
oldest swim school age groups, 
though Jacob Burns won two gold 
medals. 
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Digital Switchover has 
Finished!!!! 

High Definition 
Broadcast 
Begins 

...Time for a new TV? 

Panasonic 


TXL37E5B 

• 37” LED 

• Smart TV 

• 150Hz BL 
Scanning 

• Freeview HD 

• Wi-fi ready 

• BBC iPlayer 
via internet 

NEW 

MODEL 


5 Year 

Guarantee 


£ 649 J9 

VIUS 

add a matching Panasonic 
Blu-Ray player for £89.99 
and choose.... 


FREE Iconic Premier 

With selected Glass Stand 

Offer'end Jo4/06/1 2 (uSUal price £ I 79.99) 


Choose All Black, Black/Chrome 
or Clear Glass/Chrome finish to 
compliment your room. 


Established 1949 



4A - 5A Shirley High Street 
Southampton, SO 15 3LQ 
Tel 023 8077 2475 


FREE EASY PARKING 
NEXT 

TO OUR STORE 

www.gibbs.tv 


RENEW YOUR CARPET 
THE STRESS-LESS WAY 

You’re j ust 7 steps from a lovely fresh 
new carpet., but without the ni g htmare 
of clearing vour room in preparation 

0 We will move all your furniture for you 
0 Uplift and take away existing floor coverings 
0 If required, we will secure any loose or squeaky floor boards you may 
have, including staircases 

O A comprehensive selection of carpets suitable for every room in your 
home fitted to the highest standard, 80/20 and 100% wool carpets, not 
forgetting a collection of carpets that can be cleaned with neat bleach, 
should you ever have a disastrous spillage that needs it 
0 All offcuts and waste materials bagged up and taken away, the floor is 
then vacuumed, and your furniture repositioned. 

0 Any door that needs trimming will be trimmed to fit your new carpet 
O A comprehensive job completed by our in house fitters for no more 
money than other companies charge and expect you to do half the 
work for them! 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 
FREEPHONE 08009 158295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380736004 

12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk 
www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 
out of 10, with over 
320 feedback 


Checkatrade.com 

W*i» flKhXMnn fmotn 


SAVE NOW ON A 
NEW BOILER 

Class A Vaillant Ecotec (WHICH magazine boiler of 
the year 2011), fully fitted and equipped with digital 
programmer. FREE system Power Flush (worth £300) 
for systems ordered before 11th June 2012. 

A typical installation costs JUST £1,625 + VAT* all 
inclusive and we give a 5-year guarantee on all parts. 

*Subject to our FREE survey 

A 1&9A REGALi 

* r heating and plumbing * W 


AND KEEP ON SAVING 

The Vaillant Ecotec boiler included in this offer is 92% 
efficient and will reduce your fuel bills—in many cases quite 
dramatically. It also produces hot water direct from the 
boiler on demand. Your hot water tank will be redundant 
and you will only heat the water you need when you need it 


023 8036 6423 

www.heatingmyhome.com 



%itc/L 


v From design to instatfation s 
a service you can depend on. 

The kitchen is the hub of most people’s homes whether large 
or small, together we will make the best use of the space with 
innovative ideas and designs to give you the kitchen of your dreams. 



Mobility, needs. 

Using personal experience & understanding. 

Please call Brian Pugh on: 0782 5004258 or 
Tel/Fax 01425 654741 or visit my website 
www.brianskitchens.co.uk 
For your free no pressure home consultation. 


Diamond JUbfl 
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SAVE NOW ON A NEW BOILER 


AND KEEP ON SAVING 


Class A Vaillant Ecotec (WHICH magazine boiler of the year 2011), fully fitted and equipped 
with digital programmer. 

EXTENDED OFFER — FREE system Power Flush (worth £300) 

A typical domestic installation costs JUST £1,625 + VAT* all inclusive and we give a 5-year 
guarantee on all parts. 

*Subject to our FREE survey 

ALL SURVEYS ARE CARRIED 
OUT BY OUR OWN ENGINEERS 
NO SALESMAN WILL VISIT 


A 


REGAL 


heating and plumbing 

WEST QUAY ROAD SOUTHAMPTON 


h 


The Vaillant Ecotec boiler included in this offer is 92% efficient 
and will reduce your fuel bills—in many cases quite dramatically. 
It also produces hot water direct from the boiler on demand. 
Your hot water tank will be redundant and you will only heat the 
water you need when you need it. 

023 8036 6423 

www. hea tingmyhome. com 
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Come and see the all new 


Hidden 

Portugal 

Flying direct from 
Bournemouth 

Departs 14 May & 

18 June 2012 

Includes • Return ^specially 
chartered* flights to Oporto 
direct from Bournemouth 
• Return airport to hotel 
transfers • 7 nights half-board 
at the 4^ Estalagem Santo 
Andre • Included excursions 
to Oporto, Minho, Ponte de 
Lima and Peneda Geres 
• Entrance to a Port Lodge in 
Oporto • The services of a 
Newmarket Tour Manager 




L 




In the event of there not being a winner, 
a runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Pick up your copy of the 

Daily Echo 

This Saturday 


Book & see holidays online: 
www.newmarket.travel/ncs 


Brochures & bookings: 

0843 316 1124 

quoting code NCS 


*£100pp discount if booked by 30 Apr 2012, applies 
to selected holidays on Newmarket Charter Flights 
to destinations as shown. Offer subject to 
availability. 

Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. 
AT0L protected 2325. 

Calls charged at 4p per min. 


Featuring 

12 snooker tables 

Private match play room with seating for exhibition matches 
8 English pool 
4 American nine-ball 
11 dart lanes 

Spacious bars and lounges 

Opening tournaments for darts/pool and snooker 
over the Jubilee weekend (2nd-5th June) 
with cash prizes of £750 
57 - 59 Castle Wav 
Southampton SOM 2AU 
To enter a tournament call 02380 223670 
www.baizz.co.uk 


New 02 store is making the connection 


Advertising feature 


At the heart of local trade 


IT IS a successful franchise that 
already has nine businesses 
around the country and now 
Southern Connections has chosen 
Eastleigh as the tenth location for 
its new 02 store. 

Situated in the Swan Centre, the 
Eastleigh, store was officially opened 
on Thursday 24th May by Eastleigh’s 
Lord Mayor Councillor Rupert Kyrle 
and his wife Mrs Karen Kyrle. 

Directors Babar Khan and Chris 
Wain were pleased to welcome their 
distinguished guests and its first 
customers to the store. 

Babar said: “We had an extremely 
successful launch event and gave away 
free gift bags on the day. 

“It was great to be able to show 
how committed we are to making 
connections with our customers.” 

The directors bring with them 
many years’ experience with 02 and 
have previously run other successful 
franchises too. 

The new store offers a range of 
services for consumers and businesses, 
including competitive consumer and 
business pay monthly, Sim-only and 
broadband packages. 

There are two additional services 
that are provided to ensure an all¬ 
round customer experience. 

Babar said: “We have introduced the 
02 Guru to Eastleigh, a troubleshooter 
who is able to deal with any problem 
you may have with your mobile. 

“This service is free of charge and is 
not strictly for 02 customers.” 



OFFICIAL OPENING: New 02 store opens at The Swan Centre, Eastleigh. Pictured, the 
official opening from left, Sophia Summerscales 02, Lady Mayoress Karen Kyrle, 
David Hearth, Babar Khan 02 Director, Richard Pike 02 Store Manager, Marcia Bell, 
Mr Mayor Rupert Kyrle, Chris Wain 02 Director, Dee Buffone Swan Centre Manager. 

Chris said: “Another special service 
is the shop design features a selection of 
live handsets, so people can get to grips 
with the handset and the operating 
systems they are interested in.” 

The company currently employs 90 
people, including two area managers, 
and the team in store are all highly 
trained and knowledgeable about their 
products. 

Store manager Richard Pike and 
his team of staff are keen to educate 
customers as much as possible before 
they make a purchase to ensure they 
are getting the best product to suit 
their needs. 

In order to be able to get to know the 
locals in their new region, Southern 
Connections would like to invite 



customers to pop in for a free cup of tea 
and a cupcake, between Thursday 31st 
May to Sunday 3rd June. 

The store is open Monday to Saturday 
9am to 5.30pm and Sunday 10am to 4pm. 

Should you have any queries please 
call 02380 611002. 
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CHAMPS: Southampton Saints G&LFC under-14s and, inset, the under-IOs. CHAMPS: Southampton Saints G&LFC under-lls 


GIRLS SIGN OFF IN STYLE 



CHAMPS: 

Southampton 
Saints G&LFC 
under-12s 
after winning 
the League 
Cup with a 5- 
0 win over 
Warsash. 


SOUTHAMPTON Saints Girls 
and Ladies Football Club had a 
bumper haul of silverware last 
weekend - as the under-10, 
under-11 and under-12 sides 
all won their respective League 
Cup finals. 

The under-12s stung Warsash 
Wasps Black 5-0 to add the 
Winchester & District Girls Cup to 
their league title. 

Leah Brown and Georgia-Rose 
Mears settled any nerves by 
putting Saints 2-0 up and from 
them on it was plain sailing. 

Mears added her second to make 
the game safe and Brown complet¬ 
ed her double just before the break. 

Alisha Buckingham, pushed into 
a more forward position in the sec¬ 
ond half, claimed the fifth and final 
goal as Saints saw out a deserved 
win. 

The under-lls’ cup final win was 
even more emphatic as they put 
ten without reply past Crookham 
Rovers. 

Leading the way with an out¬ 
standing hat-trick was Faith Wood, 
Saints captain Abbie Lee got a 
brace and the player of the match 


Libby O’Dell was rewarded for her 
skilful performance with a further 
two goals. 

There was also one apiece for 


Eleanor Elsey, Chloe Davey & 
Millie Barnes. 

The under-IOs had to go to a 
penalty shoot-out to beat 


Winchester - a side who had beaten 
Saints in their last four meetings. 

Winchester looked like making it 
five wins on the trot over Saints 


when they went 1-0 up after five 
minutes, but Saints fought back 
and Simge Rosz fired home after a 
goalmouth scramble to level the 
scores. 

Some top class defending from 
Sophie Shiner and Kaytlin 
Roberts and some good goalkeep¬ 
ing from Annie Bulkeley kept 
Winchester at bay and the tie went 
all the way to a sudden death 
shoot-out. 

Emily Gook buried her kick and 
then a great save from Bulkeley 
handed the trophy to Saints. 

Elsewhere, the under-14s, who 
had already been crowned League, 
County Cup Champions and 
League Cup winners, saw that 
they ended their season with an 
unblemished 100 per cent record 
as they won their final game 3-1 at 
Mudeford Phoenix. 

Megan Chapman put Saints 
ahead early on, but the hosts came 
back and equalised before the 
break. 

Coral Oakley’s teasing cross was 
turned in for an own goal in the 
early stages of the second half and 
Lisbeth Mottashed’s fine run and 
finish made it 3-1 and wrapped up 
a superb season for the Saints. 


Back the Bullet to land a Sunday best 



PAUL NICHOLLS 


MAKBULLET can land a 
Kelso hat-trick with victory 
in the Matt The Bookie Is 
Back Novices Hurdle 
tomorrow. 

The highly-progressive 
five-year-old opened his 
account over obstacles 
here in March when driven 
out to beat Jet Master, with 
the smart Absinthe, a win¬ 
ner on the Flat at Chester 
and twice over hurdles 
since, only fourth. 

Michael Smith’s charge 
showed that was no fluke 
when bolting up from 
Boruler a month later, with 
the form again boosted as 
the Donald McCain-trained 
runner-up came out to win 
next time. 


Humbie remains a stayer 
of reasonable potential and 
can score in the John 
Smith’s Handicap Chase 
(for the Wilfred & Patricia 
Crawford Memorial 
Trophy). 

Trained by 

Northumberland-based 
Pauline Robson for Ray 
Green, whose son-in-law 
Timmy Murphy again rides, 
the eight-year-old looked in 
great nick when returning 
from 158 days off to claim a 
handicap hurdle at this 
track earlier in the month. 

Still quite lightly raced, he 
is another suited by drying 
ground and is back to mark 
just 51b higher than when 
winning at Carlisle in 


RACING 


October. 

Escort’men has never 
reproduced the form of his 
Dovecote Hurdle win at 
Kempton in February 2010, 
but if he retains a glimmer 
of that ability he should win 
the Spring Beginners’ 
Chase at Folkestone. 

Paul Nicholls, pictured, 
has refused to give up on 
the gelding, who is still only 
six, and while he is winless 
in three attempts over 
fences, his first run over 
bigger obstacles proved he 
could still win his fair share. 

His victory over Olofi at 
Chepstow in October in 


2010 was his last success 
but he was only 12-1 in the 
Christmas Hurdle at 
Kempton. 

Over fences he was beat¬ 
en by the useful Balzaccio 
by a length on debut, and 
was an early casualty the 
next time before racing too 
keenly at Hereford. 

Nicholls will be using all 
his skills to get him to settle 
and if he has managed it 
then pure talent should see 
him home in front. 

Homecoming Queen is 
certain to go off at merely a 
fraction of the 25-1 she was 
at Newmarket but can add 
another Classic to her tally 
in the Etihad Airways Irish 
1,000 Guineas at the 


Curragh. 

The English Guineas pos¬ 
sibly raised more questions 
than it answered, but there 
could be little arguing with 
Homecoming Queen’s 
front-running demolition 
job, which was almost 
Frankel-esque it was so 
good. 

While she is unlikely to be 
granted such an easy lead 
this time, the experienced 
Homecoming Queen set 
such strong fractions at 
Headquarters that it should 
take a real superstar to top¬ 
ple her, with the form 
already boosted by 
Newmarket fourth The 
Fugue, who is vying for 
Oaks favouritism. 


SUNDAY’S TIPS 

CURRAGH: 1.35 Leitir Mor, 2.05 Cleofila, 2.35 So 
You Think, 3.05 Alazan, 3.40 Homecoming Queen, 
4.15 Joe Eile, 5.20 Taigan. 

FAKENHAM: 2.25 Medic Man, 2.55 Phoenix Des 
Mottes, 3.30 Plunkett, 4.05 Art History, 4.40 
Escort'men, 5.10 Rebel Flag. 

KELSO: 2.15 MAKBULLET (NAP), 2.45 Freddie 
Brown, 3.20 Crowning Jewel, 3.50 Humbie, 4.25 
Rock Relief, 5.00 Laura's Light, 5.30 Mason David 
Brown. 
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